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How We Manage Water Matters

LCRA video of Lake conditions, March 10, 2014
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmblt7kzU1U



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmbIt7kzU1U
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Highest June inflows since 2010 were still far below average
Severe drought continues as summer heat returns

Rain sent more water into the Highland Lakes last
month than in the previous three Junes combined, but —
was still far short of what's needed to break the WHTCH LCRR
severe drought across the lower Colorado River basin. -

g videos on the drought

June inflows (the amount of water flowing into the
Highland Lakes from rivers and streams) were almost
24,000 acre-feet. That is only about 15 percent of
the historical June average.

A June 12 rain increased the combined storage of
lakes Travis and Buchanan by about 14,000 View the July 2014

drought update

Source: LCRA: sQuly 22,2014
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Austin Water Planning Task Force:
Grappling with Our Water Predicament

Drought Condition Modeling Results
Preliminary Baseline — Simulated Combined Storage of
Lakes Travis and Buchanan
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WAM simulations repeat hydrologic
conditions from 2011-2013.
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Austin Water Resource Planning Task Force, May 5, 2014.

Source: Austin Water staff presentation to




Climate Change Projections for Austin

Toward a Climate -Resilient Austin: May 1, 2014) Report to
Council

Category Current
Avg. annual temps

Summer avg. high temp. o4°
No. summer days over 106 13
No. summerdays overl10°F O (rare)
Annualavg. precipitation 32"
No. days/year > 2" rainfall 2
Max. 5dayrainfall 6"

Max. consecutivery days (ngorecip) 52

* Projected by end of this century (2072100).

Source


http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Sustainability/Climate/Toward_a_Climate_Resilient_Austin.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Sustainability/Climate/Toward_a_Climate_Resilient_Austin.pdf
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Challenges & Opportunities:
Connecting the Dot s

Central Texagroneto periodic droughts
Droughts & heat predictetbo worsen
Regionakurface & groundwater supply finite (falling?)

Populationgrowth among fastesn nation
(expectedto double In30 years)

Natural land cover retainever 90% ofavgannualkainfall;
sustainglants, creek flowsquifers

Uncontrolled urbanization degrades these benefits

. Can incorporate natural systems & rainwater storage in
designs to offset water use, preserve quality of life

Practical methods/models already exist to accomplish
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