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AUSTIN RESOURCE RECOVERY RELEASES 2012 ANNUAL REPORT

On April 22,2013, Austin Resource Recovery released
its 2012 Annual Report, which includes an overview
of the department’s progress toward Zero Waste,
achievements in resource recovery and services
provided to Austin residents and businesses.

"As the City of Austin continues to grow and expand,
so does our commitment to making our City one

of the most sustainable in the country,’ said Austin
City Manager Marc Ott. “This year, Austin Resource
Recovery implemented programs that preserve the
community and utilize sustainable practices, making
2012 a pivotal year”

In the pursuit of Zero Waste, Austin Resource Recovery
set into motion a series of services, programs and
policies that represent the department’s commitment
to innovation, waste reduction and success. This led
to anumber of achievements that we are proud to
announce.

Highlights include:

* Diverted 38 percent of City-collected materials
from the landfill

* (Collected 53,943 tons of recycling, an increase
from 201

* Produced12,767 gallons of Austin ReBlend paint,
available toresidents for free at the Household
Hazardous Waste Facility

* Launched anew youth education program called
Generation Zero, which provides Austin students
and educators with awareness about recycling,
composting and conservation while providing
simple solutions for reducing waste

* Distributed 25,000 reusable and multiple-use bags
to Austinresidents

* Taught 86 free composting classes throughout
Austin, teaching 19 percent more students than in 2011

"As a department, we will implement new programs and
consider imaginative new ways to achieve Zero Waste,
said Bob Gedert, Austin Resource Recovery Director.
“With help from our dedicated staff, fellow Austinites
and the community at large, we can make meaningful,
measurable progress’

View the report online at bit.ly/ARRAnnualReport2012.
For a printed copy, please contact Alexandria Bruton at
Alexandria.Bruton@austintexas.gov or 512-974-9216.
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THE CITY OF AUSTIN BRINGS ZERO WASTE MESSAGE TO
AREA YOUTH WITH "GENERATION ZERO'
Youth education program emphasizes Zero Waste and sustainability

Infall 2012, Austin Resource Recovery implemented
anew youth education program with an emphasis on
Zero Waste and sustainability for students from
kindergarten to 12th grade. This program, aptly named
Generation Zero, is administered by Keep Austin
Beautiful and is free and available to public, private
and charter schools within the Austin city limits.

Generation Zero provides students and educators
with the opportunity to engage in fun, hands-on
activities and service projects that raise awareness
aboutrecycling, composting and conservation while
providing simple solutions for reducing waste. The
program also educates area youth about the City's
Zero Waste goal to reduce 90 percent of waste going
to landfills by 2040.

“In order to succeed with our Zero Waste goals, we
need to create lasting habits that foster environmental
stewardship and waste reduction;’ said Austin Resource
Recovery Director Bob Gedert. "Educating Austin’s
youth is one of the ways we seek to achieve this"

Curriculum is TEKS compliant and incorporates
subject matter that easily lends itself to the classroom
setting. Lessons range from composting, to the anatomy
of alandfill, with each age group receiving a particular
subject emphasis. Following two classroom
presentations, Generation Zero culminates with a
service project that reinforces the lessons learned.

“We are excited to partner with Austin Resource
Recovery in this effort,’ said Keep Austin Beautiful
Director Rodney Ahart. “We have long been involved
in efforts to promote ideals of conservation and
waste reduction and this program will allow us to
extend our reach in very meaningful ways”

Keep Austin Beautiful is developing the curriculum
and providing instruction on behalf of Austin Resource
Recovery. Since 1985, KAB has helped establish
Austin as a leader in environmental protection and

@

sustainability by providing a number of free programs
to the community that engage more than 20,000
volunteers and educate 8,500 youth on an annual basis.

Toreach Austin’s diverse community, lessons are
taught at a broad range of areas throughout the City
and are available in English and in Spanish. The program
aims to reach approximately 10,000 youth during the
two-year contract.

For more information or to register for Generation
Zero, please visit austintexas.gov/generationzero
or contact Keep Austin Beautiful at 512-391-0617.



AUSTIN REBLEND AWARD

The Austin ReBlend programrecycles latex paint and
makes it available to residents for free at the
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. Recent upgrades
and improvements to the Austin ReBlend program
led to @ 400% increase in the amount of paint diverted
andrecycled in the last two years. More than 1,300
homeowners and non-profit groups used Austin
ReBlend paint resulting in over 33,000 gallons of
paint being diverted from landfills!

This year, the Household Hazardous Waste Facility
received TXSWANA's Finest Award for the Integrated
Solid Waste Management Experience for the Austin
ReBlend program. This award highlights programs
that “enhance environmental quality through increased
recycling, material recovery, and improved methods
of managing the collection and disposal of waste and
recyclable material”

RECYCLE RIGHT

As a Block Leader, we thank you for being a strong
supporter of the City's Zero Waste goal. The Zero
Waste philosophy recognizes that one person’s trash
is another person’s treasure, and everything is a
resource for something or someone else. In order
toreach this goal we must focus on the “four Rs":
reduce, reuse, recycle and rethink. Our new Recycle
Right campaign zeroes in on the third“R"

The goals of the Recycle Right campaign include
increasing the recycling rate, reducing the level of
contaminants in recycling carts, training Austinites
on the proper use of each cart and sparking a
conversation with our customers about recycling.

Campaign ads are currently running in local
newspapers, on your favorite websites and on public
transportation around the City. We are also developing
arobust outreach campaign that includes social
media, neighborhood meetings and events. We need

WANT AUSTIN REBLEND PAINT?

Visit the HHW facility Tues. and Wed. from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. or Sat. from7a.m. to 12 p.m. HHW staff will
discuss your painting project with you and ensure you
are receiving the correct amount of paint.

Want to get involved?

You can be a part of protecting the environment! The
HHW program has opened their gates to volunteers.
Anyone over 18 years old is welcome to come by on
Saturday mornings and see first-hand how this
program helps to protect the environment, all while
earning volunteer credit!

To volunteer, contact Marshall Cool at 512-974-4339
or email him at Marshall.Cool @austintexas.gov.

Zero Waste advocates like you to help us spread

the word. Remind your neighbors, especially new
ones, about what items can and cannot go in their
blue recycling carts. You can also share our website,
austinrecycles.com, with them. Keep checking back
to find updated recycling resources and information.
Together we can make this campaign a success.




FACTS ABOUT YOUR
RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTER

You may have heard about Austin Resource Recovery's
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. You also may
know that you can drop off unused paint, household
cleaners and other common household items that don't
belong in your trash cart. But have you heard about
your community Resource Recovery Center? The
Resource Recovery Center (RRC) is located in south
Austin and serves a very important function for our City.

The facility collects hard-to-dispose of items such
as air conditioners, refrigerators and car batteries,
among other things. When items are brought to the
RRC, they are drained of contaminants, like Freon,
which is safely disposed of and then the metal is
recycled. This process ensures the materials are
used to their highest and best use and do not end up
in area landfills.

What items are accepted?

* Air conditioners

* Hotwater heaters

* Dryers

* Stoves

* Refrigerators and other metal appliances

» (arbatteries

* Alltypes of metals (steel, aluminum, tin, copper,
brass, stainless steel, etc.)

* Used antifreeze

* Motor oil and oil filters

* Microwaves

» Mattresses and box springs (315 charge)

What items are not accepted?”
* Computers

* Televisions

* Other electronics

* Toilets

*For alist of locations that will accept these items,
visit earth911.com

The Resource Recovery Center is open Monday

through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call 512-974-4373.

®

AUSTIN EVENTS GO GREEN!

Event organizers can get rebates from the City of
Austin for offering recycling and composting at their
events!

The Event Recycling Rebate provides up to $750 in
rebates to make outdoor events more sustainable and
help reduce the amount of trash sent to area landflls.

In order for an event to qualify, it must meet the

following criteria:

* Event must be an outdoor event within the Austin
city limits and open to the public. The event need
not be free to the public, but the public must have
equal access to purchase tickets and attend the
event.

* Eventdate must be between 2 months and 12
months from the date of submittal of the Event
Eligibility Form. Available online at the following
website: austintexas.gov/zerowasteevents

» Eventorganizers must expect to draw a minimum
of 500 attendees or spectators.

» Eventmust provide, at a minimum, recycling of
plastic bottles, aluminum cans and cardboard.

* Rebaterecipient mustregister as a vendor with
the City of Austin.

If you or someone you know is planning an event, visit
our website to find the complete rules of eligibility and
rebate forms at: austintexas.gov/zerowasteevents
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