
Milk Production Data

Year
Pounds of milk 
produced

per capita 
lbs per 
year (us 
avg) Population

% of milk 
needs met

% of today’s 
needs it 
would meetGallons

The case of milk production in Travis county provides a stark window into changes in 
our local food system. In 1974, Travis County produced over 26MM pounds of milk 
(that's over 3MM gallons). By 1986, that number had declined to about 1 million gal-
lons, and after that the USDA stopped keeping track. Fast-forward to today and there 
are no dairies left in the entire county. 1974's production level was enough to supply 
milk for 30% of the population of the county, and even today that level of production 

could supply milk to over 12% of Austin, despite how much we've grown.


