
Key Dates in the History of Policing 
PREPARED FOR THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

REIMAGINING PUBLIC SAFETY TASKFORCE

1100 - ORIGINS OF THE SHIRE REEVE OR SHERIFF IN ENGLAND

1526-1867 - THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE

1703

1790 - NATURALIZATION ACT

1830 - INDIAN REMOVAL ACT

MID-1800S

1854 - VIGILANCE COMMITTEES

Sheriffs were representatives of the crown 
who sat in on local affairs to make sure laws 
were actually being enforced (previously, 
localities had relied on collective enforcement 
efforts of citizens; the Sheriff’s role thus 
extended the power of the crown). They were 
also tax collectors, at least initially; later forms 
included coroner, justice of the peace, and 
constable. The primary function of these 
positions was to replace private security 
guards.

English colonists set up in Jamestown, VA and 
brought with them the laws and customs of 
indentured servitude. Indentured servitude was 
based on wealth, not race, so poor people of 
different backgrounds worked together to run away 
until laws mandated lifelong servitude for white 
people caught running away with Black people. 
Black people were to serve terms in perpetuity. In 
the 1680s, South Carolina passed a law that allowed 
any white person to capture and punish a runaway 
enslaved Black person.

Citizenship was restricted to white men 

Congress legalized the removal of all 
Indigenous people east of the Mississippi to 
lands west of the river. In total, more than 
46,000 Native Americans were forcibly 
removed from the southeastern U.S. in order 
to create space for white settlement.

Police in the U.S. coalesced into one relatively 
uniform type. Previous law enforcement models 

such as guards, watchmen, militias and slave 
patrols begin to coalesce into city-run, 24-hour 

police.

1600-1699

1705

1846 - TEXAS STATEHOOD

1856

1100-1800S - THE USE OF NIGHTWATCHES

Institutionalization of racialized slavery was 
introduced by the Virginia House of Burgesses 

declaring slaves real estate and legally 
protecting forced breeding.

EARLY 1800S

1840 - AUSTIN'S FIRST CITY MARSHAL ELECTED

Texas Legislature directed county courts to 
form local slave patrols covering specific 
districts - the first state-funded policing 
apparatus. This appears to be the earliest 
instance of security personnel using "patrol" 
tactics, though their scope of authority was 
limited to capturing human chattel.

1861 - A DECLARATION OF CAUSES

Night watches were in Europe and its colonies. They 
were civilian groups of men required by law to 

patrol the streets at night.

Pre-Police Department Era 
(1600s-1800s): The four 

primary policing entities were 
constables, watches, slave 

patrols, and rangers

Laws in several southern states were passed 
requiring all Black people to carry passes and 

allowing for arrest of any Black person without a 
pass, regardless of their status.

Austin Mayor and alderman passed 
ordinances that established a 10:00PM curfew 

for slaves and forbidding “any white man or 
Mexican from ‘making associates’ of Negroes” 

1859

Emancipation was followed immediately by 
passage of laws controlling Black people’s public 
movement and work; emancipation also stipulated 
that slave labor could continue for those convicted 
of a crime, creating an incentive for whites in 
power to arrest Black people in order to exploit 
their labor and prevent their entry into wage labor 
and political power (13th Amendment). Convict 
leasing was not abolished until 1941, though prison 
labor still exists.

Approx. 12.5 million people were shipped from 
Africa, and 10.7 million people were forcibly brought 
to the Americas. The Atlantic Slave Trade, a forced 

migration, was likely the most deadly of all long-
distance global forced migrations.

 

1770S

 A declaration of the causes which impel the State 
of Texas to secede from the Federal Union: “She 
was received as a commonwealth holding, 
maintaining and protecting the institution known as 
negro slavery--the servitude of the African to the 
white race within her limits--a relation that had 
existed from the first settlement of her wilderness 
by the white race, and which her people intended 
should exist in all future time.”

1492 - COLONIZATION OF THE AMERICAS BY EUROPE 
BEGINS

Formation of a nation-state in U.S. colonies; a 
national militia unified in its efforts to remove 
the British and a national constitution provided 
for maintenance of military and a national 
guard

1823 - THE TEXAS RANGERS

1850 - FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW

Austin Marshal J.L. Nichols successfully captured a 
slave belonging to Mr. Lount who was accused of 
robbing and killing a German miser near the Palm 

School. Nichols brought the slave to a lynching that 
took place on a temporary scaffold on a sand bank 

of the Colorado River about a half mile west of 
Shoal Creek. Marshal Nichols was paid $500.00 

for the execution, which was half of the slave’s 
value at the time.

Brutal militia force was routinely part of 
dispossessing Indigenous communities of their 
land, and later forcing them into working for 
colonizers in mines and agriculture, often 
through enslavement

The primary purpose of the Texas Rangers 
was to protect land taken by white settlers 
from the Comanches. The Texas Rangers are 
largely considered to be the first state police 
agency. 

Allowed federal marshals to capture runaway 
slaves and enlist the assistance of other white 
people. It also made it possible for a Black 
person to be captured as a slave solely on the 
sworn statement of a white person with no 
right to challenge the claim in court. 

1848

1862

The Political Era (Mid 1800s - 
Early 1900s): Police and 

Politicians were very closely 
related

Mayor, newspaper publisher, State Senator, and 
former Texas Ranger John Salmon “Rip” Ford 
established a “vigilance committee” to drive Latinos 
out of Austin, fearing solidarity with enslaved people 
would spark rebellion against white supremacy. 
(Ford would later lead a campaign of genocide 
against indigenous people in south Texas.) Vigilance 
committees were comprised of volunteer residents 
acting as pseudo-police forces.

1865 - EMANCIPATION OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE

City of Austin made it illegal for a slave 
owner to allow an enslaved person to hire 

their own time or "act or deal as a free 
person." 

A second vigilance committee was formed 
to respond to the white community’s 

demand for a crackdown on the “idle, 
loitering negroes” that they believed were 

going to organize an insurrection in Austin. 
This committee included Austin Mayor 
Thomas E. Sneed, Chief Justice John B. 

Costa, two aldermen, the City Marshal, and 
the Travis County Sheriff.

1700S AND ONWARD

Austin city ordinance was passed that 
prevented enslaved peoples from living 
separately from their owners.

SOURCE: 

Southern cities formed paramilitary groups 
tasked with the control of enslaved people, with 
the goal of preventing and repressing rebellion. 

Slave patrols and militias often worked together.

1860

Boston passed a curfew law for all Black and 
Indigenous people, establishing race as a defining 
criteria in law enforcement in the new colonies .

Fear of a slave revolt spread across the city of 
Austin and the mayor responded by ordering 

an examination of all slave quarters.

JUNE 1865

The mayor and city council met regarding “the 
fact that a large number of Negroes turned loose 

by their owners are congregating in and about 
Austin, as also perhaps desperate white men, 

making it necessary to organize a police force to 
deal with them.” They created what later 

became the Austin Police Department in order to 
deal with “all able-bodied Negroes who have 

abandoned the service of their employers, for the 
purpose of idleness, or who are found loitering or 

rambling about, or idly wandering about the 
streets or other public thoroughfares.”

1866 - TEXAS BLACK CODES

Granted slaves and freed people of color the right 
to enforce contracts, to sue and be sued, to inherit, 
purchase, lease, hold, sell, and convey real, personal 
and mixed estate. Still maintained that it was 
prohibited for Black people to marry whites, serve 
on juries, hold office, or vote at any election.Apprentice Law established in Texas allowed for 

the unpaid labor of minors found to be orphaned 
or with ill-suited parents. Under this law, sheriffs, 
justices of the peace, and other civil officers were 

required to find and report all “vagrant minors” so 
that they could be placed in apprenticeship labor 

under white landowners.

1866

Reconstruction and a rapid gain of political power 
by Blacks in the south was met with extreme legal 
and extralegal backlash, including violent vigilante 
and militia action against Black people attempting 
to vote or run for office. Southern “law 
enforcement” was often indistinguishable from 
white supremacist vigilante groups.

1860-1870S

White terrorist organizations, loosely affiliated with 
the Ku Klux Klan, rode by night to search black 
homes for weapons, frighten black families from 

their farms to steal their crops, harass independent 
black landowners, and to otherwise enforce white 

supremacy and black subjugation. They periodically 
targeted black families in Travis County, hoping to 

force them out of the community.

1866-1910 - NIGHT RIDERS

1871
John Goodman and Charles Wilburn were Austin’s 
first two African American police officers put on 
the force. Officer Simon Alexander was with the 
Texas State Police and was also assigned to Austin 
in 1871. It is important to note that Black officers 
were not allowed to arrest white men at this time.

4084 lynchings in 12 southern states; 73% of 
lynchings in the post-Civil War period occurred in 
Southern States. 597 lynchings of Mexicans were 
reported. As with Blacks, Latino lynching went on 

with the knowledge and, sometimes, active 
participation of law enforcement authorities, 

especially the Texas Rangers. During this same 
period there were also reported lynchings of 

Native Americans, Asians and other non-Whites.
Lynchings were popular public spectacles that 

would bring crowds in the thousands. Families with 
children would picnic, people would sell postcards 

and other memorabilia.

1877-1950 - LYNCHINGS

493 people were lynched in Texas; 71% of people 
lynched were African American

1882-1962

This banned all Chinese laborers from entering the 
United States and prevented residents from 

naturalizing. This marked the first major piece of 
legislation restricting immigration to the U.S. 

followed by several laws restricting immigration 
through quotas and mandatory registration. This 

Act was renewed in 1892, made permanent in 
1902, and repealed in 1943. Discriminatory laws in 
Austin denied Chinese, Japanese, and South Asian 
immigrants the right to own property. The spouses 

of these immigrants were often stripped of their 
U.S. citizenship and its various benefits.

1882 - CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT

1882 - STATE CAPITOL CONSTRUCTION
Construction of the new state capitol in Austin 
began. State stepped into to provide convict 
labor/convict leasing or “slavery by another 
name,”as historians have referred to it. This earned 
profit for the state and private companies for 
decades. This system of convict labor was refined 
to support an emergent segregated labor force and 
discrimination within criminal justice.

In New Orleans following a levee workers’ 
strike, the mayor suggested to police to 

arrest any Black man who “did not want to 
work.”

 

1885

The Reform Era (Early 1900s - 
1970s): Attempts were made to 
remake police as 'professionals'

Progressive Era reforms led to so-called “kinder, 
gentler” system and reforms of local corruption in 
city governments. Police departments became more 
disciplined and hierarchical as a result. Progressive 
reforms also led to innovations like the probation 
and parole systems, legalizing bureaucratic state 
intrusion into poor people’s homes. Urban 
professional social services and public housing were 
also invented, often working in tandem with these 
new reformed government systems such as child 
welfare and the juvenile courts.

1890-1930 

Pennsylvania State Police, the first state police 
agency, was established in response to private 
police forces used by mine and mill owners to 
stop worker strikes and the inability or refusal 

of local police to enforce the law. By 1930s, 
every state had some form of state police 

agency.

1905

1906 - AUSTIN STREETCAR BOYCOTT

In April 1906 Austin city council passed an 
ordinance requiring segregated seating on all 
streetcars operated by Austin Electric Railway. This 
spurred a boycott from Austin’s Black community 
and the organizing of “hack lines”-- mule-drawn 
and auto alternatives to streetcars for Black riders. 
The boycott collapsed by the time the ordinance 
officially went into effect on June 11, 1906. Austin 
police officers were told to arrest and fine any 
Black people who made attempts to dissuade their 
peers from riding in the segregated cars. 

Austin Police Chief W.J. Morris issued an order 
that all Black people found idle without work 

should be arrested and fined with vagrancy. In 
response to the large demand for cotton 

pickers, the police department at the time 
decided that Black Austinites had to choose 

between the “pleasant work in the cotton fields” 
or find city employment. Over subsequent 

years Black gathering sites were raided 
regularly by police looking to arrest Black 

“loafers.”

1908

Bread and Roses strike by IWW in Lawrence, MA. 
Organizers planned to send 100 of the strikers’ 
children to Philadelphia for the duration of the 
strike. Police intervened and detained, beat and 
arrested mothers and children. When taken to 
Police Court, mothers refused to pay fines and were 
imprisoned, drawing national attention to working 
conditions in Lawrence. 

1912 - BREAD AND ROSES STRIKE BY IWW

Black Austin Patrolman John Gaines was shot 
and killed by George Booth, a white Austin 

Deputy Constable amid a dispute between the 
two men. While a complaint charging murder 
was filed against Booth, Booth was never tried 

for murder and the case was forgotten.

1913

1919 - RED SUMMER OF 1919
Racial and Labor related violence erupted across 
the nation. The race riots in Chicago were among 
the worst. Black WWI veterans were active in 
protesting police violence.

John Shillady, secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People for New York, was severely beaten near 
the Driskill Hotel and forced to leave Austin by 

County Judge Dave Pickle, Constable Charles 
Hamby, and Ben Pierce. The attack followed a 

morning meeting with Shillady and 
representatives of the Austin chapter of the 

NAACP. As Shillady was returning to his hotel, 
Hamby stopped him to ensure he was not “stirring 
up more trouble than Austin citizens will be able 

to get rid of in ten years.” When Shillady 
responded “You don’t see my point of view,” 

Hamby responded by striking him in the eye and 
saying “I’ll fix you so you can’t see.” Shillady was 

continuously beaten by Hamby, Pickle, and Pierce 
and then immediately brought to the train depot 

and forced to leave the city.

AUGUST 22, 1919

When NAACP asked Texas Governor W. P. 
Hobby what efforts were made to punish the three 
men, Hobby responded “Your organization can 
contribute more to the advancement of both races 
by keeping your representatives and their 
propaganda out of this State.” Austin Police ordered 
the disbanding of the local branch of NAACP on 
the grounds that the association had no permit to 
do business in Texas.

1919

Austin Police Department call logs document 
white officers consistently using the n-word to 

describe Black community members

1920S

SEPTEMBER 1920
The Austin Welfare Council reported that the city 
was in dire need of a “detention home” and 
“facilities for supervised recreation” for “neglected 
and dependent boys and girls,” particularly African 
American girls: “There is absolutely no place in the 
state except the county jail to which a delinquent 
Negro girl may be sent. The consequence is that 
we ignore her and just leave her alone in her 
delinquency. Can we expect such a condition to 
exist without becoming a menace to the city?”

Austin Chief of Detectives Lafe Young illegally 
forced his way into the home of Sabino Rubio, 

striking his wife when she resisted the entry. 
When Judge George Matthews found Young 
to be guilty, a group of white observers in the 
Travis County Courthouse offered to pay the 

$25 fine for him.

1921

The IWW and other labor unions became 
particularly active during this time. Police were 
often employed as a shield for corporations, 
breaking up strikes and threatening labor 
organizers with violence.  

1920S-1930S

The Town Marshal system in Austin ended in 
1924 and was officially replaced by the Austin 

Police Department. Moreover, the position of head 
of police also changed from an elected office to 
one appointed by the mayor. After spending a 
year in the basement of the county courthouse, 

the police department moved from City Hall into 
new quarters at the recently built municipal 

building in 1938 (its original location being the 
corner of Bois d’Arc [7th] and Colorado streets)

1924

1924 - KU KLUX KLAN REVIVAL IN AUSTIN
Membership in Austin peaked in 1924 with about 
3,000-5,000 members (1 in 10 of the native-born 
white population of Travis County). The Austin 
Chapter of the Women of the KKK was formed in 
December of 1923. Between September 1921 and 
March 1924, the city hosted two Klan parades, two 
large public gatherings, four mass initiation rallies, a 
week-long circus, and public screenings. Travis 
County sheriff W.D. Miller admitted to belonging to 
the organization, as did Austin City Council Member 
& Superintendent of Police and Public Safety John D. 
Copeland; and Chief of Detectives E.L. Young, 
among other APD officers

In 1928, a master plan legally designated East 
Austin as a “Negro District”. As de jure 

segregation was illegal in Texas, planners used 
zoning and "separate but equal" legislation. They 
also simply removed African American services—
schools, parks, and libraries—from neighborhoods 

designated as "white" as well as services for 
Mexican Americans.

1928 - AUSTIN'S FIRST "MASTER PLAN"

An infamous clinical study was conducted  by the 
U.S. Public Health Service to observe the natural 
progression of untreated syphilis in rural African-
American men in Alabama under the guise of 
receiving free health care from the United States 
government. None of the men infected were ever 
told they had the disease, and none were treated 
with penicillin even after the antibiotic was proven 
to successfully treat syphilis. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, the men were told 
they were being treated for "bad blood", a local 
term for various illnesses that include syphilis, 
anemia, and fatigue.

1930S-1970S

Federal lending policy formalized “redlining". All of 
Austin's predominantly black and brown 

communities were classified as "high risk" zones 
where mortgage loans were denied, excluding the 
people in these communities from one of the most 
significant efforts to build household wealth in U.S. 
history. It was the Federal Housing Administration, 
not a private trade association, that pioneered the 
practice of redlining, selectively granting loans and 

insisting that any property it insured be covered by a 
restrictive covenant—a clause in the deed forbidding 
the sale of the property to anyone other than whites. 

Millions of dollars flowed from tax coffers into 
segregated white neighborhoods.

1933 - REDLINING IN AUSTIN

1942-1946 - JAPANESE INTERNMENT
Between 110,000 and 120,000 people of Japanese 
descent, 62% of whom were American citizens, were 
forced out of their homes and imprisoned in inland 
government “camps”. Signed into effect by President 
Roosevelt after Imperial Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, 
internment relied on collaboration between different 
authorities including the executive branch, the 
military, the Census Bureau and local police.

The program invited Mexican workers to work 
temporarily in the U.S. during the war period where 
they developed the U.S. agricultural industry. Later 

they were sent home without the promised pay due 
to them.

1942 - THE BRACERO PROGRAM

Arrests of several Black people after a skirmish and 
a rape accusation led to days of white rioting 
against Black people met with Black rioting against 
whites. According to Thurgood Marshall, the police 
“used ‘persuasion’ rather than firm action with white 
rioters, while against Negroes they used the 
ultimate in force: night sticks, revolvers, riot guns, 
sub-machine guns, and deer guns.”

1943 - DETROIT RIOTS

A law that provided a range of benefits for returning 
World War II veterans. Benefits included dedicated 

payments of tuition and living expenses to attend 
high school, college or vocational/technical school, 

low-cost mortgages, low-interest loans to start a 
business, as well as one year of unemployment 

compensation. Although the G.I. Bill did not 
specifically advocate discrimination, because the 
programs were directed by local, white officials, 

many veterans did not benefit. Of the first 67,000 
mortgages insured by the G.I. Bill, fewer than 100 

were taken out by non-whites.

1944 - G.I. BILL

1946 - AUSTIN POLICE ACADEMY
Austin Police Academy began. The first Black officer 
to enter the academy was John Dudley Amison on 
February 3, 1947. He was not allowed to arrest 
white people and could not carry a gun.

Anti-Soviet sentiment and a government-produced 
fear of nuclear war and Communism were rallied as a 
justification for blacklisting and surveillance of anyone 

who was a suspected Communist—a pre-cursor to 
“anti-terrorism” policy today. The FBI, established in 

1935 by J. Edgar Hoover, framed the civil rights 
movement as a foreign communist plot to cause 

“agitation among American Negroes.” Along with local 
police departments, it worked to harass, blackmail, and 

discredit civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King, Jr.

1940S-1950S - MCCARTHYISM & THE RED SCARE

Schools began creating their own security forces to 
crack down on property destruction and vandalism.

1950 

Used civil disobedience strategically in national 
campaigns. Non-violent protestors, most of them 

Black, were routinely met with violence.

1950S- EMERGENCE OF CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

1950S -1970S - FBI SURVEILLANCE
COINTELPRO was a secret FBI program, active in 
monitoring and disrupting Civil Rights and Black 
Power activities for two decades. COINTELPRO was 
ultimately a key player in dismantling the radical 
movements for justice that emerged in this era.

The Supreme Court unanimously decided in Brown 
v. Board of Education that segregation in education 

is inherently unequal. Austin schools appealed for 
decades to avoid integration until the 1970s

1954 - BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION

Regarded as first large scale demonstration in the 
U.S. against racial segregation

1955-56 - MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT

Police across the country were able to start forming 
unions. State concessions to police created further 

unity up and down the police hierarchy.

1960S-1970S

1961

Southern Freedom Riders were met with police 
violence, notably in Birmingham, AL, where the 
riders were arrested and removed. When they 
returned on Mothers Day of that year, they were 
beaten by Klansmen while police looked away.On July 10, a group of African American men in 

Jonesboro, Louisiana led by Earnest “Chilly Willy” 
Thomas and Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick founded 
the group known as The Deacons for Defense and 

Justice to protect members of the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) against Ku Klux Klan violence, 

since police would not protect them.

1964

Uprisings in NYC, LA, Detroit and Newark, NJ 
occurred in response to police brutality against 
Black communities.

1964-1967

The marches were organized by nonviolent activists to 
demonstrate the desire of African American citizens to 
exercise their constitutional right to vote, in defiance of 
segregationist repression; they were part of a broader 

voting rights movement underway in Selma and 
throughout the American South. At the first march, 

State troopers and county possemen attacked the 
unarmed marchers with billy clubs and tear gas, and 

the event became known as Bloody Sunday.

1965 - SELMA TO MONTGOMERY MARCHES

1965-1982 - UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS EXPANSION

To help UT expand, starting in the 1960’s, the Austin 
Urban Renewal Agency, created by the City Council 
and Mayor at the time, declared homes and areas in 
East Austin “blighted” and had them sold to the 
University cheaply after the state passed eminent 
domain legislation. Federal (FHA) money was used 
to resettle families, many who owned their homes for 
generations but could no longer afford to own after 
the paltry settlements they received from the 
University.

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense formed in 
1966 by Black college students in Oakland. Many 

chapters sprang up across the country. 

1966 

The Supreme Court ruled that detained criminal 
suspects, prior to police questioning, must be informed 
of their constitutional right to an attorney and against 
self-incrimination. The case began with the 1963 arrest 
of Phoenix resident Ernesto Miranda, who was charged 
with rape and kidnapping of a white woman and 
allegedly confessed during interrogation but he hadn't 
been informed of his rights. 

1966 - MIRANDA VS. ARIZONA

Compton’s Cafeteria and Stonewall rebellions widely 
regarded as two of the first organized LGBTQIA+ 

demonstrations in the United States, specifically centering 
transgender resistance to police harassment and abuse. .

1966 & 1969 

1967

The National Advisory Commission on Civil 
Disorders: found that reasons for civil unrest in Black 
and Brown communities included unemployment, job 
and housing discrimination, inadequate social 
services, unequal justice and police actions. The 
Kerner Commission found that police were 
committing acts of brutality, harassment or abuse, 
they had little training or supervision, community 
relations were poor and there was a failure to 
employ black officers.

Clarksville residents in Austin unsuccessfully opposed 
the routing of the new Mopac expressway through 

their community. 64 out of 168 black-owned Clarksville 
homes were destroyed, which displaced nearly 200 

people.

1968 - MOPAC EXPRESSWAY

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was founded 
in Minnesota to address poverty, housing, police 
harassment and treaty issues affecting the Indigenous 
community in the US.

1968

Police repression of the protests at the Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago. Although many were 

injured and killed, this moment was an important 
watershed in that police mob violence was captured on 

camera and distributed internationally. Even Chicago 
police officials were forced to admit things “got out of 

control.” 

1968 

1969 - MURDER OF FRED HAMPTON

FBI worked with Chicago police to commit 
premeditated murder of Black Panther Party leader 
Fred Hampton in his house on the South side. He 
was 21 years old.

t

The Community Problem-Solving Era 
(1970s to Present) 

Four college students at Kent State in Ohio and two 
college students at Jackson State in Mississippi were 

murdered by police during anti-war protests. The four 
white students’ killings were national news, while the 

murder of the two black protestors was downplayed by 
the media and historians. Both events, though tragic, 

helped to strengthen anti-war sentiment throughout the 
country.

1970 - KENT STATE & JACKSON STATE

Black Power movement and other groups such as the 
Young Lords and the Gay Liberation Front were 
routinely infiltrated and criminalized by police and FBI. 
These movements were eventually torn apart in the 
process, forcing activists into either more mainstream 
politics and tactics, or permanent incarceration and 
marginalization.

1970S

Detroit police created the notorious STRESS anti-crime 
unit, which stood for Stop the Robberies Enjoy Safe 

Streets. This unit over a two year period was responsible 
for the deaths of over 30 individuals in the city, most of 

whom were Black.

1971

1971 - ATTICA REBELLION
Men locked up in Attica prison in New York State 
staged a massive rebellion in response to deplorable 
conditions and violent treatment by guards. The 
Black Panthers supported the Attica prisoners in 
advancing a list of demands, but the immediate 
protest ended in a massacre of prisoners by state 
police called in to quell the rebellion.

 Austin city leaders adopted the "Gentlemen's" 
Agreement behind closed doors, reserving one spot on 
the City Council for a Black person and one spot for a 
Latinx person. The first African American City Council 

member (Beryl Hancock) in the 20th century was 
elected in 1971. The first Latinx member of the City 

Council (John Trevino) was elected in 1975.
 

1971- GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT

Sixteen-year-old Joe Cedillo, Jr. was shot six times and 
killed by police as he ran from the scene of a bulguray 
at an East Austin grocery store. Despite community 
protesting efforts, a grand jury report ruled the incident 
as a justifiable homicide and the two officers involved 
in the shooting were reinstated.

JULY 31, 1971

The Black Citizens Task Force and the Austin chapter of 
the Brown Berets were grassroots led organizations 

formed in order to combat racism in Austin, including 
police brutality.

1972- AUSTIN GRASSROOTS ORGS

OCTOBER 6, 1974

1972
Under the leadership of Police Commander Jon 
Burge, at least 135 African American men and 
women were tortured by Chicago Police between 
1972 and 1991. By the time the issue was brought to 
the surface, the statute of limitations was up for a 
torture trial.

East Austin Mexican American resident Tiburcio Soto 
(45 years old) was shot four times and killed in the yard 
of his home. Officers responsible for the killing were Joe 
Villegas and Ruben Fuentes. Fuentes fired the lethal shots 
when trying to break up a fight between Soto and his 
son and Soto allegedly threatened the officer with a gun. 
Fuentes had only been commissioned five months.

1979/80- MIAMI RIOTS
The police murdered a Black salesman named Arthur 

McDuffie after a chase. When three officers were 
acquitted by an all-white jury in Tampa (the case was 

moved by a judge), crowds rioted in Miami. 
Seventeen were killed and nearly 500 injured.

 

1980S - WAR ON DRUGS
“The war on drugs” began at Ronald Reagan’s 
urging, setting up communities of color as both 
victims and perpetrators in an ongoing process of 
criminalization. Crack-cocaine showed up in these 
communities while the feds looked away. Many 
police raids occurred, especially in South Central LA.

1982/83 - KKK MARCHES ACROSS TEXAS
In 1982, the Bastrop chapter of the KKK threatened 

violence and death to members of the Black Citizens 
Task Force and the Brown Berets. In 1983, The KKK 

marched across Texas; police in Austin attacked 
counter-protesters with excessive force.

1990
Nigerian Austinite Evans Ekiye suffocated to death 

after being handcuffed and held face down on a 
waterbed by four Austin police. After Eikye lost 

consciousness, police called an ambulance. When EMS 
arrived, officers were still holding Eikye down, with no 
attempts to administer life-saving techniques made. The 
four officers faced no reprimand, and were reinstated 

after a department investigation concluded. 

LATE 1980S

ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) began to 
use civil disobedience to draw attention to the growing 
AIDS crisis and demand government support for 
research and aid to victims. Police suppressed protests, but 
ACT-UP was successful in getting AIDS on the map as a 
social justice issue.

1990S

Municipal school districts began establishing their 
own law enforcement agencies in response to an 
increase in school shootings

1990S

Passage of hate crimes laws brought LGBT movements 
into the business of advocating for heavier policing and 

stricter sentencing, creating a widening divide in the 
movement between those who are routinely victims of 

policing and incarceration and those who are not.

1990S

Years of research and activism led to the popularization 
of the term “racial profiling” to describe police practices 
targeting people of color. Police departments were forced 
to start seeing racial profiling as an issue, and in some 
cases addressed the issue through policy changes (though 
not always in practice).1990S

This decade saw the emergence of the “broken 
windows” theory of policing, which asserted that strict 

police enforcement of minor rule violations would deter 
more serious crimes. This contributed to increased 

negative police contacts and entire communities feeling 
they were being criminalized

1990S

East Austin Community Groups organized to 
improve the quality of life of East Austin residents. 
They successfully closed a toxic waste dump (the 
“Tank Farm”), a hazardous waste landfill (“BFI”), and 
the Holly Power Plant. In 2003, their organizing led 
the City Council to rezone over 600 properties in 
East Austin from industrial to less intense use 
classifications, making the east side a safer and more 
attractive place to live. This paved the way for 
gentrification of the East Side.

1990S-2000S
“Community Policing” models emerged around the 

country, encouraging homeowners, business owners, 
and local police to unify efforts to police the streets. This 
process was closely tied with urban gentrification, and 
“in practice certain populations generally get counted 

among the problems to be solved rather than the 
community to be involved.” 

1992 - RODNEY KING
After the acquittal of four LAPD officers involved in 
the severe beating of Rodney King, protests and riots 
erupted across L.A. The rioting lasted six days and 
killed 63 people, with 2,383 more injured.

1996
Formation of the national Oct 22nd Coalition to Stop 

Police Brutality, Repression and the Criminalization of a 
Generation. A broad coalition against police repression 

established a yearly day of protest on October 22 
which continues to this day.

1998-2000 - RAMPART/CRASH IN LA

Community Resources Against Street Hoodlums 
(CRASH) anti-gang unit in LA scandal. More than 
70 police officers in the CRASH unit were implicated 
in misconduct, making it one of the most widespread 
cases of documented police misconduct in United 
States history. The convicted offenses included 
unprovoked shootings, unprovoked beatings, planting 
of evidence, framing of suspects, stealing and dealing 
narcotics, bank robbery, perjury, and covering up 
evidence of these activities. 

1998
Rodney Wickware died in a struggle with 5 Austin 

police officers after being stopped and frisked for 
jaywalking. While an autopsy showed Wickware with 

broken ribs and a bruised larynx, the ingestion of 
antifreeze was cited as the reason for death. 

Wickware’s family and the NAACP raised questions 
about possible use of excessive force by officers. 1998 - SMART GROWTH AND GENTRIFICATION

Austin's city government adopted the "Smart Growth 
Initiative" and established a "Desired Development 
Zone," comprised mostly of the area east of I-35, 
earmarking East Austin for rapid gentrification.1999

Thousands protested police violence including high 
profile cases of Abner Louima (1997) who was brutally 

sexually assaulted by a police officer and Amadou 
Diallo (1999) who was shot 41 times by NYPD in 

NYC.
1999 - WTO PROTESTS IN SEATTLE

Over 40,000 protestors took to the streets to criticize 
the World Trade Organization and global 
imperialism; the ensuing police riot led to several 
days of violence against protestors that was 
publicized around the world. 

2000-2010 - NEW URBANISM IN AUSTIN
The “new urbanism” of Austin consisted of young white 
flight to cities (rather than the suburbs), pushing people 

of color out of near-to-city-center neighborhoods like 
78702, one of the most highly gentrified (and 

“whitened”) zip codes in the US. Gentrification of the 
east side was the reason that among the ten fastest 

growing cities in the U.S., Austin was the only one to 
experience a decline in its African American population 

between 2000 and 2010.
 

2000-PRESENT - AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN AUSTIN 
DISAPPEARS
Rents increase exponentially in gentrifying 
neighborhoods and affordable housing is demolished, 
with the greatest impact on the areas from east 
Riverside to the lake where affordable apartments are 
razed and replaced by high rent luxury apartments.2001 - SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

9/11 changed face of policing and surveillance.

2001 AND 2006 - PATRIOT ACT

USA Patriot Act expanded federal law enforcement 
authority, especially around surveillance. Homeland 
security grants funneled more money to local police 
departments. Terror enhancements were used to 
trump up charges.

2001
Joel Hernandez had originally called the police 

intoxicated, saying that there was a prowler at his 
house. Austin police beat Joel Hernandez outside his 
East Austin home after resisting their stop and frisk 

efforts. Hernandez slipped into a coma and died days 
later. 

2002-2014

NYPD established Demographics Unit (later renamed 
Zone Assessment Unit) to engage in a mass surveillance 
campaign of Muslim communities in the New York area. 
This campaign lasted ten years, and included mapping 
neighborhoods with large Muslim communities, photo 
and video surveillance, maintaining files on thousands of 
Muslim individuals in databases and embedding 
informants within Muslim Student Associations and 
mosques.

JUNE 11, 2002
Sophia King, a 22 year old Black mother of two, had a 
history of severe mental illness when she attacked her 

apartment manager with a kitchen knife. She was 
fatally shot by Officer John Coffey, who was cleared of 

any wrongdoing. Her uncovered body laid on the 
ground for hours. 

JUNE 14, 2003

Jesse Lee Owens, Jr. was shot five times at close 
range and killed by Austin Police Officer Scott 
Glasgow. Glasgow was initially charged for criminally 
negligent homicide but the charge was later dropped. 
In his three year tenure he filed 23 use of force 
reports, far more than most officers. Each of the 
suspects was Black or Latinx. 

2003-2018

19 documented use of force deaths of Black and Latinx 
residents at the hands of APD (published by the 

NAACP http://www.naacpaustin.com/use-of-force-
deaths-in-atx.html)

JUNE 3, 2007
Kevin Brown was a Black man shot twice and killed by 
Sergeant Michael Olsen of APD. Olsen said he thought 
Brown was reaching for a gun. Olsen was fired after the 
shooting. 

MAY 11, 2009
Officer Leonardo Quintana shot and killed Nathaniel 

Sanders, a young Black man, while Sanders was sitting 
in the back seat of a parked car at an East Austin 

apartment complex. Quintana said that Sanders was 
struggling to grab a gun in his waistband when he 

chose to fire. Quintana was suspended from APD for 
15 days, but was cleared of criminal charges. He was 

later fired after a domestic dispute.

2010 - SB-1070

Passage of Arizona’s SB-1070 was the first in a rash 
of antiimmigrant laws that tasked local police with 
immigration enforcement and formalized racial 
profiling by police and, in some instances, even by 
school officials.2011

Five New Orleans Police Officers were convicted of 
civil rights violations for the brutal murders of civilians 
attempting to escape New Orleans via the Danziger 

bridge during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. MAY 30, 2011
Austin Police Officer Nathan Wagner fatally shot 
Byron Carter Junior. Officer Wagner and Officer 
Jeffery Rodriguez followed Carter and his teenaged 
friend because they thought they were acting 
suspicious. Officer Wagner fired at their car after they 
sped off, fatally killing Carter, who was in the 
passenger seat.

DECEMBER 2011

Six members of Occupy Austin were arrested and 
charged with possession of a criminal instrument, using 
a “lockbox,” a PVC sleeve that allowed protesters to link 

themselves together. Three individuals later identified 
as members of the Austin Police Department infiltrated 
the group and built these lockboxes used in a protest at 

the port of Houston. The police officers were later 
identified in November 2012 as Shannon Dowell 

“Butch,” Deek Moore “Dirk” and Rick Reza “Rick.”
 
 

2011

The Austin Office of the Police Monitor, est. 2002, 
reported that Black and Latino residents were more 
likely to be searched during a traffic stop than whites. 
Traffic stops resulted in a search one out of eight 
times for Black drivers and one out of ten times for 
Hispanics, but only one out of 28 times for white 
residents.

APRIL 5, 2012
Ahmede Bradley was shot and killed by APD 

Officer Eric Copeland after fleeing on foot from the 
officer after a minor traffic violation, and then 

engaging in a violent struggle with him. The officer 
did not face charges.

 
JANUARY 2013
Secure Communities, a program of Homeland Security 
that used partnerships among federal, state, and local 
law enforcement agencies including shared databases to 
more effectively deport immigrants by giving ICE access 
to fingerprints taken at local jails, expanded to all 3,181 
jurisdictions within 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and five U.S. Territories on January 22, 2013.

FEBRUARY 2013
Kayla Moore, a black trans woman with 
schizophrenia was arrested and killed by 

Berkeley police after a call was made for a 
mental health evaluation.

JULY 2013
In the course of a Central Austin bank robbery 
investigation, Larry Eugene Jackson Jr. attracted the 
suspicion of Detective Charles Kleinert who tried to 
question Jackson, who then ran off. Kleinert caught up 
to Jackson and after a short struggle shot and killed 
him. After days of angry protests, APD broke its silence 
and revealed that Jackson had nothing to do with the 
bank robbery, was unarmed, and was shot in the back 
of the neck. Kleinert was indicted in the shooting by a 
grand jury.

JULY 17, 2014

Eric Garner was killed by officer Daniel Pantaleo 
in Staten Island, NY after being put in a choke 

hold. On December 3, 2014 a grand jury 
decided not to indict Pantaleo.

AUGUST 19, 2014
Michael Brown, an 18 year old unarmed black man was 
shot by white officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, MO. 
On November 24, 2014, it was declared that the St. 
Louis County grand jury had decided not to indict 
Wilson.   NOVEMBER 2014 - JANUARY 2015

Protests against the killings of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner and ongoing police violence 

against black communities erupted around the 
country and lasted for months. 

2014

The Austin Police Department apologized after a 
video posted to YouTube showed two of its officers 

making rape jokes while in a patrol car. In the 
dashcam video, officers are heard saying that if they 

"ride out for a week, crime is gonna be on the run 
and (expletive) non-existent. (Expletive) would get 

real for the bad guys. The world would be at peace 
for a week." One officer then says, "Look at the girl 

over there," before blowing a whistle. The second 
officer is heard saying, "Go ahead and call the cops. 

They can't unrape you." 

2014-15 - AUSTIN POLICE BUDGET'S HISTORIC 
INCREASE
Over the lone objections of Council Member Bill 
Spelman, Austin City Council drastically increased 
police spending and added 59 new sworn officer 
positions.

MAY 2015

Chicago established a reparations fund for 
hundreds of mostly black survivors of police 
torture during the 1970’s through ‘90s under 
former police commander Jon Burge.

2015-2019

According to data compiled by the Texas Justice 
Initiative, Austin police committed 50 homicides 

between 2015 and 2019. Eleven of those, or more 
than 20 percent, were of Black people. 

APRIL 22, 2015

Freddie Carlos Gray Jr was arrested in Baltimore, 
MD and later died of a spinal cord injury 
incurred during his ride in the police van.

2015

The Martin Prosperity Institute issued a report 
that identified the Austin metro area as the 

most economically segregated metro area in the 
U.S.

JUNE 2015

Breaion King, a 26 year old Black elementary school 
teacher in Austin, was pulled over on June 15, 2015, 
for driving 15 miles over the speed limit. She was 
violently thrown to the ground by one white APD 
officer, Bryan Richter, and arrested. Another white 
APD officer, Patrick Spradlin, told her Black people 
have "violent tendencies" and white people are 
justifiably afraid.

JULY 2015

Sandra Bland was arrested and jailed in Texas 
for failing to signal a lane change. She was 

found hanging in her jail cell days later and her 
death ruled a suicide.  JULY 2015

25-year-old Richard Munroe called 9-1-1 in Austin, 
saying he was distraught. Munroe would not 
give his address, but the 9-1-1 operator stayed on 
the line with him until APD Officers John Nelson, 
Stephen Johnson and Matt Murphy arrived on 
the scene. Munroe had a diagnosis with Schizoid
Personality Disorder and had a BB gun in his 
possession. As Officer Murphy went to tase 
Munroe, Officers Nelson and Johnson shot and
killed Munroe.

2015
 Austin had the fourth-highest total number of 

people fatally shot by police in the nation in 
2015, according to an analysis by the Guardian 
Newspaper. The report showed Austin had six 
deaths caused by police in 2015 – the same as 

New York City.
FEBRUARY 2016

David Joseph, a Connally High School senior and son 
of an immigrant mother from Haiti, was naked and 
unarmed suffering from a mental health crisis when he 
was fatally shot by APD Officer Geoffrey Freeman. 
The Austin Police Department fired Freeman, 41, in 
response to the shooting for violating its excessive force 
policies. He was not indicted by a grand jury. 

2016

JULY 2016

Center for Policing Equity’s National Justice 
Database analyzed publicly available data in 
2015 vehicle stops and 2014 use of force incidents 
on the part of the Austin Police Department. 
Findings indicated that even when controlling for 
neighborhood levels of crime, education, 
homeownership, income, youth, and 
unemployment, racial disparities still exist in both 
use and severity of force.

SEPT 2016 - FEB 2017 - STANDING ROCK
Native-led demonstration at Standing Rock over 

the construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline 
(DAPL) resulted in deployment of private security, 

local law enforcement and the National Guard. 
Police used water cannons, rubber bullets and tear 

gas to attack water protectors camped out in 
subzero temperatures. Energy Transfer Partners, 

the corporation backing DAPL, hired private 
security firm TigerSwan to digitally track activists 
and share information with the FBI and local law 

enforcement. 

NOVEMBER 2016
The American Public Health Association (APHA) issued 
a policy statement naming law enforcement violence as 
a public health concern.

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2017
Donald Trump issued Muslim ban, leading to 
immigrants and travelers detained at airports, 

quickly followed by widespread protests at airports 
across the country. Riot police were deployed at 

many airports. FEBRUARY 2017

Donald Trump signed three executive orders 
aimed at increasing policing. Sweeping ICE raids 
were conducted across the country following 
threats by the Trump administration to increase 
deportations.

MAY 2017
Texas banned ‘sanctuary cities’ with SB4. The law 

requires all Texas law enforcement agencies to 
comply with U.S. Customs and Immigration 

Enforcement and would punish local government 
entities for not enforcing federal immigration laws. SB 

4 requires local law enforcement to direct resources 
such as jail space, officers’ on-duty time and local tax 

dollars to work that traditionally had been the 
responsibility of the federal government. 

MAY 2017
Landon Nobles, 24, was shot in the back and killed by 
two Austin police officers on 6th Street. The Nobles 
family filed a lawsuit against the APD. In 2018, the 
Travis County District Attorney determined the officers' 
use of force in the death of Landon Nobles was 
justified.

JUNE 2017
Kate’s Law and No Sanctuary for Criminals Act 

were passed by the House. The first increases 
penalties on undocumented immigrants with prior 

convictions, and the second incentivizes cities to ramp 
up local law enforcement cooperation with federal 

immigration authorities

2017

Morgan Rankins, a 30 year old Black woman 
suffering a mental health crisis, was shot and 
killed by APD officer Benjamin Rogers. Travis 
County District Attorney determined the killing to 
be justified.

2018
The City of Austin Office of Police Oversight was 

created in the lead up to approving a new contract 
with the Austin Police Association. After nearly a year 

of negotiations, City Council members unanimously 
approved a four-year and $44.6 million contract 

between the city and the local police union. Some 
police reform activists celebrated the contract as a 

step toward more transparency – including the ability 
to file complaints online and anonymously.

MARCH 2018 - SERIAL BOMBINGS IN AUSTIN
Five package bombs killed two black people, 39 year 
old Anthony Stephen House and 17 year old Draylen 
Mason, and injured 5 others. Austin police didn't 
investigate connections until the third bombing that 
injured 75 year old Esperanza Herrera. 23-year old 
Mark Anthony Conditt was responsible and blew 
himself up before he could be arrested. APD Chief 
Manley called Conditt a challenged young man, but 
did not refer to him as a domestic terrorist. Initial APD 
responses to the first fatality suggested that House 
possibly bombed himself or was linked to a drug 
related incident.

2018
Former cadets in the APD training academy 
came forward to discuss intimidation tactics, 

discriminatory language and actions they 
experienced in training classes. Interim Chief 

Brian Manley denied this occurred.
2019
The Plain View Project, in conjunction with Injustice 
Watch, a Chicago-based watchdog group that 
focuses on criminal justice issues, investigated social 
media accounts of more than 2,900 officers, plus 
600 retired officers, from eight departments across 
the country, including Dallas (1,048 total posts) and 
Denison (seven total posts), extending as far back 
as 2011. Many of the posts included in the database 
were disturbingly violent, and often targeted 
African Americans, activists, Hispanics, immigrants, 
Muslims, LGBT people, and women.

2019
The Human Rights Clinic of the University of Texas 

School of Law and the nonprofit Austin Community 
Law Center found that of the 24 people killed in 

Austin police shootings from 2010 through 2016, at 
least a third of those had confirmed mental health 

conditions. In comparison with peer cities, Austin fell 
short of properly training its police force in crisis 
intervention and de-escalation, the report found. 
Researchers tallied 20 similar shootings by police 

where those shot survived.

Fatal police shootings of Alton Sterling and 
Philando Castile launched protests in cities across 
the country. Micah Johnson was killed by police 
with an explosive carrying robot after shooting 

five Dallas police officers at a protest.

2019
City Council voted to roll back the 23 year old 
ordinance criminalizing camping in public places that 
often forced residents experiencing homelessness into 
dangerous places like creek beds. There was a lot of 
public backlash, even though Austin was tied with Las 
Vegas for the least affordable housing available for the 
extremely poor of any city in the U.S. Police statistics 
showed a 42% jump in property crimes committed by 
non-homeless people against people experiencing 
homelessness.

2019
Anonymous complaints filed with the Office of 
Police Oversight accused Assistant Police Chief 
Newsom of using racist language over the last 

decade with no consequence or investigation as he 
ascended through the highest ranks of APD. These 

allegations led the City to order an investigation, 
as well as a large-scale audit of racism at APD 

(process of audit still ongoing).
2019
Mauris DeSilva, a biomedical engineer, was shot 
and killed by APD as he was suffering from a 
mental health crisis. Police had received a call about 
a man banging on the emergency exit doors of a 
condominium building in Austin’s affluent Seaholm 
District downtown. By the time three police officers 
arrived on the scene, DeSilva had gone inside the 
apartment building, where he had lived since 2012. 
The officers located him in the fifth floor gym 
holding the knife to his throat. Two of the officers 
shot him; another tasered him. 

2019
Javier Ambler II died while being arrested by police 

in Austin, Texas, after fleeing from deputies who 
sought to stop him for a traffic violation. Ambler was 
tased multiple times by authorities. Video of Ambler's 

death, recorded by deputies, was obtained and 
released by news organizations in June 2020. During 
the arrest Ambler repeatedly stated "I can't breathe" 

and "please save me" before dying. 2020 - RACIAL PROFILING REPORT
Analysis of APD’s traffic stop data by the Equity 
Office, Office of Police Oversight, and Innovation 
Office from 2015-2018 showed that Austin police 
officers disproportionately stop and arrest African 
Americans and Latinos. African Americans made up 
15% of stops, 25% of arrests, and less than 8% of 
Austin’s adult population. Latinos made up at 33% of 
stops, 43% of arrests, and 31% of Austin’s adult 
population. The analysis also showed that arrests due 
to traffic stops were disproportionately concentrated in 
East Austin, while warnings were concentrated in West 
Austin.

2020 - MIKE RAMOS
Christopher Taylor, the officer who killed Mauris 

DeSilva, was responsible for the fatal police shooting 
of Mike Ramos, an unarmed Afro-Latinx man who 

was killed as he pulled out of a parking space in 
April after officers first shot him with “less-lethal” 

immunition. Taylor remains employed on paid 
administrative leave.

2020 - BLUELEAKS
On June 19, 2020, a data set containing both law 
enforcement sensitive and confidential records was 
published to the internet by the group Anonymous. 
The BlueLeaks trove contained nearly a decade of 
information from the Austin Regional Intelligence 
Center. The ARIC currently works with 1,388 threat 
liaison officers, or TLOs, to report suspicious activity. 
Multiple instances were reported because the 
person reported was of Middle Eastern descent.

2020 
Demonstrations nationwide were sparked by the 
police killing of George Floyd and ongoing police 

brutality. In Austin protests, in two high profile cases, 
teenager Brad Ayala and 20 year old Justin Howell 

were critically injured by APD using "less lethal" 
ammunition. More than 300 complaints were filed to 

the Office of Police Oversight about police brutality 
related to the protests. 2020

A report by Grassroots Leadership, Mijente, and Just 
Futures Law analyzed the relationship between tech 
companies and the city government and the links that 
increase policing and surveillance of Austin residents, 
specifically Black and Latinx Austinites. The report 
noted the collaboration between local police and 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), how 
tech companies strengthen this relationship, and how 
this leads to more deportations of immigrant residents. 

2020 
Community organizations launched a campaign to 

replace Public Safety Leadership in Austin, including 
the Chief of Police, Assistant Chief of Police, and 

Assistant City Manager. The City Manager created a 
City-Community Reimagining Task Force centering 

voices most impacted by police violence. City Council 
voted to reduce the $431 million APD budget by 

approximately $21 million with an additional $130 
million marked for "reimagining." 

2014

On November 22, 2014, Tamir Rice, a 12-year old 
African-American boy, was killed in Cleveland, Ohio, 
by Timothy Loehmann, a 26-year-old white police 
officer. Rice was carrying a replica toy gun; Loehmann 
shot him almost immediately after arriving on the 
scene. The grand jury declined to indict Loehmann.

The City Community Reimagining Public Safety Task Force formed a working group to develop and 
present a timeline with an overview of the origins of policing and its impacts on communities of color up 
until this moment in time. The working group developed this timeline in order to ground the Task Force, 
City staff and community members in the context of systemic racism within U.S. history, including Austin 
history, and to ask the questions, 'what does public safety mean, and who is - and has been historically - 
safe or unsafe in our communities?'

Community members in the working group include: Paula X. Rojas, Hailey Easley, Emily Gerrick, and Chris Harris

City staff offering support to the working group include: Brion Oaks, Amanda Jasso, Kellee Coleman, and Ayshea Khan

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1163070/m1/



