
Beginning Acrylic Painting 
David Thornberry 
Learn basic painting techniques and concepts such as color 
theory, composition, value and brush techniques.  This class is 
very hands-on and we will be working from observed still life 
set-ups. The goal is to overcome those barriers and 
intimidations that are holding you back.  
All skill levels welcome.  
MINIMUM 6 STUDENTS, LIMIT 12 STUDENTS. 
 

SUPPLIES  
Students must bring provide their own supplies. No spray 
fixatives or other aerosol chemicals are allowed in the 
building.  

 Other supplies may be added as the course progresses, as 
suggested by the instructor.  

 Please keep your receipts in case the class is cancelled or 
to return unused supplies.  

 

SUPPLIES FIRST DAY OF CLASS  
 GOLDEN, WINDSOR-NEWTON, ACADEMY ACRYLIC paints 

(red, blue, yellow, black) Note: Do not purchase “Basics” 
brand paint.  

 Secondary colors if you want (green, orange, purple)  

 Large tube of titanium white  

 18x24” canvas BOARDS (unless you want to buy pre-
stretched, not recommended)  

 Brushes: a variety, small and large, rounds and flats, you 
won’t need more than six any other brushes that you 
would like to try  

 palette knife  

 small water containers (2 or 3)  

 palette-we will discuss possibilities in class  

 EBONY pencils  

 paper towels  

 PROTECTIVE CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT  

 Students should wear comfortable clothing and closed 
toe shoes.  

 Students should provide an old shirt or smock to protect 
their clothes.  

 

SUPPLY STORE(S) 
The City of Austin can not recommend vendors. 
We suggest an online search for art supply stores that are 
local and online. 

ATTENDANCE & STUDIO ACCESS  
 Program attendance is the responsibility of the participant. 

Failure to attend does not entitle a participant to a transfer or a 
refund. Make-ups are not available for absences. Fees will not 
be prorated for absences. (See Enrollment Policies)  

 Due to safety, children, friends, and pets (except official, 
certified assistance animals) are not allowed. 

 The studio/classroom is only open and available to registered 
students during their registered class time.  

 The studio cannot be used without supervision.  

 If you arrive early and another class (not your class) is in 
session, please do not enter the studio out of courtesy for 
students that have paid for their time in class. Questions about 
class times can be directed to the registration office, program 
specialist, class brochure or found online.  

 Students age 15-17 years may register for classes with the 
approval of the Arts School Administration and must have a 
parent/guardian sign a waiver release form.  

PERSONAL CAUTION & SAFETY 
Food and drinks: Due to safety all drinks must be in a 
sealed container.  
 

PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
Do not bring valuable items to class.  
Do not leave valuable items exposed in plain site in your vehicle.  
Keep handbag, backpack and supplies near your work area.  
The City of Austin, Parks and Recreation Department and 
Dougherty Arts Center staff are not responsible for lost or stolen 
items. Please report loss or theft to a staff member. 



STUDIO CLEAN UP  
Please keep the studio clean and safe for everyone! Students are 
responsible for cleaning their area and common areas.  

 Turn off all electrical equipment such as lights and air 
conditioners.  

 Please clean and return all items to their original storage area.  

 The instructor is responsible for making sure the room is in an 
orderly manner upon conclusion of the class.  

 Please be considerate of closing hours and allow time for 
cleanup.  

 No spray fixatives or other aerosol chemicals are allowed in the 
building. 

 

MODEL  
 When a nude model is used in the studio, a screen must be used 

to block the eyesight from a person in the hallway.  

 Students under 18 must have written approval from their 
parents if enrolled in a class with a nude model.  

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL  
The studio / classroom environment contains potentially 
dangerous materials and equipment.  DAC students, staff, 
instructors and contractors should not consume alcohol before or 
during class. Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is 
prohibited in all areas of the Dougherty Arts Center except the 
Julia C. Butridge Gallery under special circumstances.  Alcohol will 
only be available in the Gallery if the renter or organization hosting 
the event provides alcohol for consumption to the general public; 
has provided liability insurance and an alcohol license; and the 
Parks Department Director has given approval.    

 No alcohol may be taken from the gallery into the studio, 
classroom or other areas of the Dougherty Arts Center.   

 Students should not drink alcohol at the reception and return 
to the classroom.  If alcohol is consumed the student will be 
asked to leave and no refunds will be given. 
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