
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Joint Committee (Parks and Recreation / Environmental Boards) 

Members 
 
FROM: Lara Schuman, Acting Urban Forestry Program Manager 
  Austin Parks and Recreation Department 
 
DATE: November 20, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Cottonwood tree removal – Barton Springs Pool Eliza Springs Area 
 
 
In accordance with the Parks and Recreation Department’s commitment to notify the Joint 
Committee (Parks and Recreation Board / Environmental Board) with information about any tree 
maintenance that occurs at or near the Barton Springs Pool area, the Urban Forestry Program 
would like to inform Members regarding a tree removal. 
 
Due to the deteriorating condition of the cottonwood tree on the north side of the Barton Springs 
Pool, next to Eliza Springs, the PARD Urban Forestry Program has determined that it will need to 
be removed in the interest of public safety.   
 
The tree is a forty-eight and a half inch diameter (DBH) cottonwood.  The tree is over-mature, 
and has developed cavities and decay throughout its crown and trunk.  This tree has been in 
decline for several years. The tree was assessed by Davey Resource Group in 2009, and found to 
have internal trunk decay.  In 2011, approximately half of the crown was removed due to dieback.  
Staff performed a risk assessment of the tree this fall, which concluded the tree to be a high risk.  
In addition to this being a very high traffic area, the tree is located immediately next to Eliza 
Springs, which is habitat for a federally protected salamander population, so the risk associated 
with any part of this tree failing is very high.  The tree is slated for removal next fall as part of the 
Eliza Springs daylighting project, however the tree is rapidly declining, and the associated risk is 
increasing.  For these reasons the PARD Urban Forestry Program will apply for a removal permit 
from the City Arborist Office, and will schedule the removal as soon as possible. I have included 
photographs of this tree for illustrating the location and condition of this tree.  
 
Please contact the Urban Forestry Program at 974-9500 with any questions regarding the removal 
of this tree. 
 
 
cc:   Sara L. Hensley, CPRP, Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Cora D. Wright, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Kimberly McNeeley, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Pat Fuller, Nature Based Programs Division Manager, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Tom Nelson, Aquatics Division Manager, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Angela Hanson, Urban Forester, Planning and Development Review Department 
 Michael Embesi, City Arborist, Planning and Development Review Department 
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