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Beginning Jan. 1, man's best friend won't be the only one living a dog's life! Alligators will be 
joining "the scene" with their own brand of dog tag. , Anyone with a pet alligator whether in the 
zoo or in the family bathtub has until Jan. 1, 1970 either to register or dispose of it, in accordance 
with Senate Bill 170 passed by the 61st Legislature. . The act is designed to protect the American 
alligator, a species on the ?are and endangered list maintained by the Department of Interior. 
Alligators which are lawfully obtained and held prior to the legislation are considered private 
property and may be retained, but are subject to control of the State as a protected species of 
wildlife, according to Howard Lee, director for programs of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department Before striking the panic button, all owners of the "affected" reptile should make 
sure their pet is a true American alligator. Most specimens sold as pets are juvenile caimans, 
which are imported from Central and South America and are not regulated by State law. The 
American alligator resembles the Caiman in that both have rounded jaws but the latter features 
spectacles around his eyes. The American crocodile, another species known in this area and 
native to Florida, is completely distinct from the alligator since it has pointed jaws. "I doubt 
seriously you'll be able to find many alligators here in Austin," said Steve Shoemake who works at 
Pets International, "even the crocodiles from Florida are .lJ:!r 1 difficult to obtain since they have 
to be registered there,' he added. At the pet store, there are, however, various sized and prized 
caimans. On a clue from the pet store employee, one alligator, of the true North American type 
even his latin name checks, was discovered at the Holiday House Restaurant on Barton Springs 
Rd. Seven-foot Charlie has been there for about six or seven years. The story goes that he was 
discovered in the University of Texas fountain. and when no one claimed him and no one really 
wanted him, he was given to the restaurant The reptile has his own little pool and walking area. 
Although at this time of year he doesn't engage in much activity beyond sleeping, this reporter 
vainly searched for a volunteer to tag the "sleepy fellow." Any other persons having alligators in 
their possession and desiring to keep them should apply for a special zoological permit from the 
Department. The application, which must be in the form of an affidavit, should show the number 
of specimens, when and how each was obtained, present length and weight and a brief 
description of the facility where the animal is to be kept. The application should also contain an 
agreement that the specimen will be kept in healthy condition and that the owner will make an 
annual report on the condition of the alligator. The new State law says "No person may take, 
catch kill, buy, or sell, or attempt to take, catch, kill, buy, or sell alligators or alligator hides or may 
possess any alligator or its hide, in this State, except that nothing in this law shall prohibit the 
possession of such alligator hide in the form of a final processed and manufactured product" 
Section two of the new law makes provisions for the taking and possession of alligators with 
permits Issued by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. Alligator-owners! Only 11 more days 
till Jan. 1!
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Barton Springs Road restaurant returns to roots at old location Both the 
menu and the mascot have undergone a metamorphosis at the recently 
reopened Holiday House restaurant at 1003 Barton' Springs Road. The 
restaurant which has not opened as a Holiday House since the mid-'80s, 
now offers a catfish platter, and the mascot, an alligator named Charlie, 
is now stuffed. "We got Charlie from the University of Texas," said Ralph 
Mor-eland, Holiday House owner. "Some university students threw him 
in the Littlefield Fountain. I heard about it and got the Chief of Police to 
give him to me. He lived in a moat area at the restaurant that used to be 
there," said Moreland. "He stayed with us, I guess, about 12 years. He 
started out about four feet long and he got up to eight feet long before 
he died," said Moreland. "People come in that knew Charlie as a child 
and say 'Where's Charlie?' and we say 'There he is!' and point above the 
' TvJ Mary - ' Howard Barton Creek bar." Holiday House originally opened 
in 1947; Moreland bought it in 1952. "It went through a stage of being 
Peduncles, but that started playing out as a concept," said Moreland of 
Peduncles specialty of half-pound hamburgers. "I saw this new concept 
coming down the poke but it didn't have a chance in the long haul to 
make it," he said. "You know, the bit about people cutting down on red 
meat." Moreland then tried Doobie's, which offered an array of spicy 
chicken wings mild, medium and hot. "The idea was the more chicken 
you ate, the more beer you drank," said Moreland. "I could see it wasn't 
a very good concept for Austin, Texas at this time. People were really 
waking up to the fact that the good times were out," said Moreland. 
People were pulling back on their discretionary money." "I knew a 
Holiday House would fly, and it's been doing better than ever. It seems 
like the same kind of customers as before, only more of 'em," said 
Moreland. "Commitment to taking care of customers is the key. Even if 
they don't consciously think that, their subconscious does. People listen 
more to their subconscious when they choose a restaurant," he said.
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No need to pack bag and baggage and travel to distance 

climes, no need even to motor to Brackenridge 
park in San Antonio, or “oh” and “ah” over 
handsome and refreshing public gardens spots 
where cooling rivulets and ferns join hands 
with clear pools and lily pads. Right here at 
home in Austin there is a rock garden of 
enchanting similarity to those you have always 
dreamed of an those you no doubt  thought 
existed either miles away or only in romantic 
wisps of poetry. 

And this joyful place was created all for you. 
The city of Austin has done and is doing its 
best to make of the tract given by Cal. A. J 
Zilker a park of charm as well as of usefullness. 
One area of perhaps four acres has been set 
aside as a terrace and rock garden in Zilker
Park, and with expert planning and CWA labor, 
the park board and the CWA park department 
have made here one of the most attractive 
nooks in Central Texas….
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How Austin Learned To Stop Worrying And Forget 
About The Bomb
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Snakes, lizards, alligators, turtles – 60 varieties of the reptiles will be on exhibit at Zilker park 
daily beginning Sunday, according to G.S Tordt, in charge of the Texas Reptile Institute, which is 
placing the exhibit here. 
The reptile Exhibit will be a permanent one, and officials will work in co-operation with the 
university of Texas zoology department and the state Pasteur Institute, Mr. Tordt said. The city 
council recently gave permission for Tordt to place the exhibit here

No Snake Show

Only two other zoos in the United States have collections of reptiles to compare with the one to 
be displayed at the local zoo, Tordt, claimed 
“This will not be a snake show in all be any sense of the word,” the institute manager said. “It 
will be a representative collection of reptiles of the Southwest and of other sections. At all times 
there will be an attendant to answer truthfully questions about the habitats and capabilities of 
the reptiles.” 
Workmen have been busy for the past several days installing enclosures—describes as safe 
lodging places for the snakes and other reptiles. The exhibit will be located on the hill in Zilker
park, near where the old Zilker home was located. 

Seven Rattlesnake Varieties

Among the poisonous snakes listed to be displayed are seven varieties of rattle snake: the 
bleached rattlesnake, the desert rattlesnake, the diamond back rattler, and the green, timber, 
and horned rattlesnakes. 
Other poisonous snakes on the display are the coral, the cotton mouth moccasin, the tropical 
moccasin, the tropical moccasin, and the copper head. A gila monster, also poisonous, will be 
included.

Some Harmless Types

Harmless Snakes to be displayed are coachwhips, chicken snakes, gopher or indigo, yellow bull, 
hognose or spreading adder, black snake, salt-and-pepper king snake, chain king snake, scarlet 
snake, grass snake, California stripped racer, desert gopher snake, faded snake and the Girardi 
racer. 
Lizards will include Yarrow’s scaly lizard, the Sororan whip-tailed lizard, western collared desert 
iguana, chuckwallas, a Texas variety of collard lizard, a five-foot-long black iguana, a and a green 
iguana, six feet long.
Six varieties of water snake native to Texas will be shown. Also included in the exhibit will be 
two varieties of boas from Mexico, Mr. Tordt said.
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