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 Data and Demand 

 Linking Housing Choices with Transportation Choices 

 Missing Middle Housing Types and Design 

Outline 



Satisfaction with Range of  Housing Types 
Available in Community 

Source: ULI American in 2015: Survey of Views on Housing, Transportation and Community 



Housing + Transportation Costs 



Source: HUD Location Affordability Index 

Housing + Transportation Costs 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau. OnTheMap Application. Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics Program. http://onthemap.ces.census.gov/  

Why is Jobs/Housing 
Balance Important? 
 
• It shows where there are 

enough employers 
creating jobs to where 
employees can find 
housing they can afford 
proximate to their job. 

 
How Balanced is this Area? 
 
• Only 264 of the people 

that live in 78751 work 
in that zip code 

Jobs/Housing Balance 



Where are Residents of  78751 Commuting To? 



Source: 2014 Comprehensive Housing Market Study, BBC Research and Consulting 
Data for All Austin Zip Codes is available at: http://austintexas.gov/page/reports-publications 

Zip Code Level Data 



Source: Imagine Austin  



MLK Station: Neighborhood Center 

How Can We Link Housing to Transportation and Jobs? 

Mueller: Town Center 

Highland Mall: Regional Center 

Downtown: Regional Center 

Cameron & 183: Job Center 

Crestview Station: Town Center 



What are the Characteristics of  Missing Middle Housing? 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Image by Opticos Design, Inc. 

 Walkable Context 
 Small Footprint Buildings 
 Lower Perceived Density 
 Smaller, Well-Designed Units 
 Fewer Off-street Parking Spaces 
 Creates Community 
 Marketable 

 



How can we Provide Various Levels of  Affordability to meet the 
needs of  Different Household Types? 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Image by Opticos Design, Inc. 

• Providing a spectrum of housing types provides opportunities 
for households to obtain housing in the neighborhood 
responsive to varying needs 

• Housing options create a more diverse neighborhood 
• A variety of housing supports a wider range of public and 

private services and employment opportunities 
 



Duplex: Side-by-Side 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 



Duplex: Stacked 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 



Bungalow Court 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 



Fourplex 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 



Multiplex: Small 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 



Live/Work 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com       Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 

Courtyard Apartments 



Townhouse 

Source: MissingMiddleHousing.com Images by Opticos Design, Inc. 

Carriage House 



20 

Focus on designing places for people. 
Form-Based Zoning 

How the Code Affects Housing Choices 



What does density look like? It depends. 
 

12-18 units/acre 

How the Code Affects Housing Choices 



Missing Middle Housing – 
Design and Location Matter! 

How the Code Affects Housing Choices 



Apartments –  
Design and Location Matter! 

How the Code Affects Housing Choices 
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