
“American Home” 

















0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Hungary Spain Sweden Canada United
Kingdom

United
States

Japan Germany

Homeownership Rate (Percentage) 



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Hungary United
States

Sweden Japan Canada Germany United
Kingdom

Spain

Single-Family Detached as Percentage of Total Housing Units 



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite,  



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite, 
constructed in order to take advantage of the open spaces 
and attractive surroundings created by the residential 
character of the district.  



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite, 
constructed in order to take advantage of the open spaces 
and attractive surroundings created by the residential 
character of the district. Moreover, the coming of one 
apartment house is followed by others,  



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite, 
constructed in order to take advantage of the open spaces 
and attractive surroundings created by the residential 
character of the district. Moreover, the coming of one 
apartment house is followed by others, interfering by their 
height and bulk with the free circulation of air and 
monopolizing the rays of the sun which otherwise would fall 
upon the smaller homes … 

 



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite, 
constructed in order to take advantage of the open spaces 
and attractive surroundings created by the residential 
character of the district. Moreover, the coming of one 
apartment house is followed by others, interfering by their 
height and bulk with the free circulation of air and 
monopolizing the rays of the sun which otherwise would fall 
upon the smaller homes … thus detracting from their safety 
and depriving children of the privilege of quiet and open 
spaces for play… 

 



“… very often the apartment house is a mere parasite, 
constructed in order to take advantage of the open spaces 
and attractive surroundings created by the residential 
character of the district. Moreover, the coming of one 
apartment house is followed by others, interfering by their 
height and bulk with the free circulation of air and 
monopolizing the rays of the sun which otherwise would fall 
upon the smaller homes … thus detracting from their safety 
and depriving children of the privilege of quiet and open 
spaces for play… until, finally, the residential character of the 
neighborhood and its desirability as a place of detached 
residences are utterly destroyed.” 
 

- Euclid v. Ambler Realty Co. Supreme Court 
Majority Decision, 1926 
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“I could find no evidence in other countries 
that this particular form—the detached single-
family home—is routinely, as in the United 
States, considered to be so incompatible with 
all other types of urbanization as to warrant a 
legally defined district all its own, a district 
where all other major land uses and building 
types are outlawed.”  
 
–Sonia Hirt, Zoned in the USA (published 2014) 
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2-4 unit buildings 



Why we need Missing 
Middle housing in 

Austin, in four parts. 



1. 
 
 Job and cultural opportunities 
in Central Texas are 
overwhelmingly concentrated 
in Austin’s urban core. 



FINDING: Greater Austin has a 
greater share of jobs within three 
miles of its downtown than any 

other large metropolitan region in 
the United States. 

 
—“Surging City Center Job 
Growth,” City Observatory report, 
February 2015 

 
 
 
 
   



2. 
 
An increasingly smaller share 
of the region’s people—
above all families with 
children—is living near the 
urban core. 



Source: City of 
Austin  
Demographer 



3. 
 
We have a deep history of 
race-based exclusion in 
housing that haunts our city 
to this very day. 





4. 
 
If we want to alter these 
trends, then we have no 
choice but to start a new 
local building culture of 
Missing Middle housing, 
Austin style.  





Source: Wendy Maeda/Boston Globe 



Source: Evolve Austin 


