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• Advise symptomatic individual to get a PCR test.  

• Individual should isolate at home while awaiting 
test results.  

PCR result is positive: 

The individual is 

positive for COVID-19 

and must isolate.  

 

 

Individual does not 
obtain a PCR test and/or 

documented alternate 
diagnosis from a 

medical provider: The 

person must isolate.  

PCR result is negative: 

Individual is considered 
negative for COVID-19 

at time of testing. Seek 

advice from healthcare 
provider about return to 

school based on 

symptoms. 

The person should not return to school until: 

• 10 days have passed since symptoms started, AND 

• 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications, AND 

• other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 
 

* Loss of taste and smell may last for weeks or months after recovery and need not delay the end of 

isolation 

 

Individual is a probable 
COVID-19 case and 

must isolate. A follow-up 
PCR test is not 

necessary or 

recommended.  

Negative 
Antigen 

Result 

Positive 

Antigen 

Result 

Symptomatic 

individual 
given rapid 

antigen test 

I f individual seeks 

a PCR test during 
isolation period 

and the PCR result 

is  positive, they are 
positive for COVID-

19 and must 
isolate. 

I f individual seeks a 

PCR test during 
isolation period and 

the PCR result is 

negative, to 
discontinue 

isolation, they would 
need another 

negative PCR test 

with the specimen 
collected ≥24 hours 

after the previous 

PCR test.   

* Anyone who has been identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19 must 
quarantine with the exception of people who:  

• are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and have no symptoms or  

• have tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 3 months, recovered, and have no 

symptoms 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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• Advise individual to get a PCR test.  

• Individual should isolate at home while awaiting 
test results.  

PCR result is positive: 

The individual is 

positive for COVID-19 

and must isolate.  

 

 

Individual does not 
obtain a PCR test and/or 

documented alternate 

diagnosis from a 
medical provider: The 

person must isolate.  

PCR result is 

negative: Individual 

is considered 
negative for COVID-

19 at time of 

testing.  

Return to School 
 

For persons with COVID-19 who never develop symptoms, isolation and other precautions 

can be discontinued 10 days after the date of their first positive test for COVID-19. 
 

Persons who develop symptoms during the isolation period should meet criteria on the 

flow chart APH Guidance for Schools Administering Rapid Antigen Tests for SYMPTOMATIC 

Individuals before returning to school.  

Positive 

Antigen 

Result 

Negative 

Antigen 

Result 

Asymptomatic 

individual 
given rapid 

antigen test 

I f not a close 

contact, no 

quarantine or 
additional 

testing needed.  

 

* Anyone who has been identified as a close 

contact of someone with COVID-19 must 
quarantine with the exception of people who:  

• are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and 

have no symptoms or who  

• have tested positive for COVID-19 within the 

past 3 months, recovered, and have no 

symptoms 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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PCR result is positive: 

The individual is 

positive for COVID-19 

and must isolate.  

 

 

PCR result is negative: Individual is 

considered negative for COVID-19 

at time of testing. Seek  

The person should not return to school until: 

• 10 days have passed since symptoms started, 

AND 

• 24 hours with no fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications, AND 

• other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving* 
 

* Loss of taste and smell may last for weeks or months after 

recovery and need not delay the end of isolation 

 

Individual 

given PCR 

test 

A  follow-up PCR test is not necessary or 

recommended. However, if the individual chooses to 
obtain another PCR test and would like to end 

isolation early, the individual should consult with 

their healthcare provider about using a test-based 
strategy for ending isolation early.  

 

 

* Anyone who has been identified as a close contact 

of someone with COVID-19 must quarantine with the 
exception of people who:  

• are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and 

have no symptoms or who  

• have tested positive for COVID-19 within the 
past 3 months, recovered, and have no 

symptoms 

Asymptomatic 

individuals can 

return to school. 

Symptomatic individuals should 

follow specific return guidance 

from the school district, such as 
being fever free for 24 hours 

without the use of 
fever-reducing medication. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html

