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temporary Designated smoking area RULES &

policies
Per Austin City Code, Chapter 10-6, smoking is prohibited in all City parks and any other city-owned land used for a park or recreational purpose that is under the administrative control of the Parks and Recreation Department.  However, an exemption can be made for temporary designated smoking areas in a park for special events. 
1. In order to have temporary designated smoking areas, an application must be submitted through the Parks and Recreation Department’s Office of Special Events.  The department director will then make a recommendation to City Council as to whether the exemption should be granted, and City Council will have the final approval of granting an exemption for temporary designated smoking areas.
2. The application for temporary designated smoking areas must be submitted to the Office of Special Events at the close out of the current calendar year for the upcoming year’s events, or at the time the Applicant submit their application for the special event (whichever timeline is greater), but in no event no later than 8 weeks prior to the event.  If the deadline is missed, an appeal may be made to the Director.  On appeal, the director may waive the deadline provided that the applicant shows good cause that the waiver should be granted.  In order to show good cause, the applicant must show at a minimum that failure to comply with the deadline was unintentional, that granting the waiver will not unduly prejudice the City in any way, and that the applicant can still comply with all other laws and legal requirements regulating the special event.  The Director may consider any other factor that the Director deems relevant to determining the existence of good cause.  
3. Temporary designated smoking areas are permitted only during special events.  Special events are those events which are having or anticipating 1,000 or more persons and must occur in approved special event venues.  Special event sites include Auditorium Shores, Brush Square Park, Fiesta Gardens West End, Republic Square Park, Walter E. Long Park, Waterloo Park, Woolridge Square and other specially approved sites.
4. The minimum physical requirements for a temporary designated smoking area include:
a. The area must be at least 15-feet away from any heavily trafficked areas and areas where people can congregate.  Heavily trafficked areas include those areas where pedestrian traffic is constantly flowing within the special event venue.  Areas where people can congregate include those areas where patrons (more than 3 people) gather within a special event venue, such as food courts, audience-viewing stage area, vendor booths, portable toilets’ queue space, water stations, and other areas which attract gatherers.
b. The area must be surrounded by a chain-link type fencing of preformed 6-feet-high freestanding panels;
c. The area must have at a minimum two entries/exits, and at least one uniformed security officer shall be positioned at each entry/exit to check an age-bearing photo identification of patrons entering the temporary designated smoking area;
d. Fireproof receptacles for cigarette/cigar litter must be placed throughout the area; throughout the duration of the event there should be no cigarette/cigar litter on the park grounds, and the applicant is responsible for this ongoing cleanup;
e. There should be no structures such as roofs or walls that would diminish the dispersion and dilution of smoke; and 
f. Signs that read “DESIGNATED SMOKING AREA” must be placed in prominent locations throughout the area.  These signs must be at a minimum 10” Wide  x 15” High in size.
5. The temporary designated smoking areas shall be used by patrons for smoking purposes only.

6. Applicant’s event staff should be aware of any temporary designated smoking areas and how to direct smokers to them.
7. At the conclusion of the special event, the temporary designated smoking areas will be thoroughly cleaned and returned to its original state by the applicant.
8. During periods when a Burn Ban is in effect exemptions for temporary designated smoking areas are not granted.  Refer to Austin City Code Chapter 8, Article 7, Restrictions on Outdoor Burning.  However, during a Burn Ban an Applicant may submit an application for a temporary designated smoking area in the event that the Burn Ban ends prior to the date of the event in which case a temporary designated smoking area would be considered.
9. The Applicant must fill out the Temporary Designated Smoking Area Application.
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