
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL:

Austin. Texas. March 22. 1928
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The Council waa called to order by the Mayor. Roll call showed the fol-

lowing members present: Uayor MoFadden, Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and

Stock, **•; absent, Councilman Reed.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and Councilman Pannell moved

the adoption of same* Motion was seconded by Councilman Mueller and same pre-

vailed by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden, Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell

and Steok, ̂ ; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Council Is of the opinion that the citizens of Austin

confidently look to the present City Council to propose a comprehensive program

of street paving, bridge building, sewer extension, and real city building; and

WHEREAS, the Council has deferred the matter, because it felt tnat its

first duty was to effect a full reorganization of the City1 a internal affaire,

its finanoee, accounting, records, health, policing, etc.; and

WHEREAS, such reorganization has been fully effected, bringing about

unity of purpose, coordination, cooperation, and responsibility in all depart-

ments of the city government; and

WHEREAS, the City's financial affaire are now on a sound business basis,

owing no debte, except a small bonded indebtedness, and paying cash and taking

the cash discount on all purchases made;

Now, therefore,

BE XT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the following program of improvement be proposed, and that an election

be called ae soon as practicable to vote bonds to finance the same:

1. Resurfacing Paved Streets-

2. Streets, Bridges and Storm Sewers -

3» Parks and Play Grounds -

**•• Sanitary Sewers -

5» Fire Department -

6. School and School Grounds -

7. Abattoir

6. Hospital -

9. Airport -

10. Library

11. City Market -

$ 123,500.00

1,876,300.00

700,000.00

§50,000.00

250,000.00

300,000.00

75,000.00

50,000.00
75»ooo.oo
150,000.00
100,000.00

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor

MoFadden, Councilman Mueller, Pannell, and Stock, *4-; nays, none, Councilman

Reed absent.
Mayor McFadden laid before tne Council the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the recommendations of the City Plan Commission, heretofore filed

with the City Council, and containing in a detailed report of a proposed city

plan, be and the same is hereby adopted as the basis for the future guidance

of the City Council in considering and determining upon public works and

improvements, and the related use of private property, in the City of Austin.
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The foregoing resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor

McFadden, Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steok, **•; nays, none, Oounoilman Reed

absent.

The report as presented by tne City Plan Oonunission and adopted by the above

and foregoing resolution, is as follows:

9 Dallas, Texas, January 14,1928,

Mr. Wm. T. Oaewell, Chairman,
City Plan Commission,
Austin, Texas.

Dear Six;

We take pleasure in handing you herewith our formal report covering our
recommendations for the City Plan of the City of Austin, which was prepared upon
request of your Honorable City Planning Commission.

In presenting this report we wieh to say that we have received a most hearty
support and cooperation by the various citizens and the City Officials of Austin.
We wish, particularly, to recognize and acknowledge the vital time and services of
M*r. Wm. T* Caawell, Mr. Hugo Kuehne, and Mr. Qillespie Stacy, all of whom have given
liberally of their time and assistance in our work. We also wish to acknowledge the
whole hearted support and assistance furnished by the City Manager, Mr. Adam R.
Johnson, and the City Engineer, Mr. Orin S. Metoalfe, as well as many other City
Officials.

It has been a genuine pleasure to work with men of thia kind, and we fell that
we would not be grateful if we did not express our appreciation for their valuable
assistance.

We trust and hope that this report will be of inestimable value and of
material assistance to the City Planning Commission of Austin in their efforts to
build Austin in the proper manner.

Respectfully submitted,

KOCH & FOWLER, Engineers,

By (Sgd) 0. H. Koch.

0-ICT PLA3 FOR AUSTIN. TEXAS,

Prepared by

Koch and Fowler, Engineers
For the City Plan Commission.
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In authorizing the preparation of a comprehensive city plan, Austin has

recognized the fact that the building of a modern, efficient city is more than a

mere accident and that the beat advantages are available only when a good city plan

has been adopted, and a program provided which will suggest certain re-adjustments

and the co-ordination of the future improvements. There are very few cities which

are not now engaged in attempting to correct certain acute evils resulting from

neglect, or lack of co-ordinate efforts. But in making suoh corrections, without

tne aid of a comprehensive city plan the corrections too often are but of a temporary

nature, and each succeeding correction beoomes more and more oostly and difficult

to accomplish.

During the past two years Austin has taken a step forward in the reorganization

of its governmental administrative machinery. That the adoption of the City Manager

form of government has been of inestimable value in the economic administration of

its municipal affairs is very evident to tne student who has studied the various

improvements and accomplishments which have been wrought during the past few months*

The present City Commission and City Officials have demonstrated their ability to

carry on the municipal business of Austin in an efficient and business-like manner.

It is, therefore, only natural that they should recognize the importance of a com-
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plete city plan to enable them to continue their worlc efficiently, and they

should promptly take etepe to obtain such a plan.

We have made a careful, first hand etudy of the various elements and

characteristics of the Oity of Austin and the surrounding territory, and we

are presenting herewith our report containing various plans and recommendations

Ve would like to call attention, however, that due to the impossibility of

predicting accurately the future developments and conditions for any consid-

erable time in the future, it is impractical to adopt a complete, fixed and

rigid plan in all details. Such plans as are adopted must be capable of

being adapted to changing conditions from time to time. While the practica-

bility of these plans, in general, has been carefully examined and tested

they are obviously not offered as final or construction plane that can be

executed without further etudy and detailed revision. These plans are

intended to establish a policy and the character of growth and control in the

improvements and expansion for the Oity of Austin, and to serve as the basis

for future work of the Oity Plan Commission.

The Oity of Austin is a very unique city. It has many unusual and

extraordinary characteristics and advantages peculiar unto itself. These

desirable characteristics should be preserved, featured, and capitalized to

the fullest extent. Austin is the Capital of the great State of Texas. It Is

the site of the most wonderful state oapitol building In the United States.

This feature should be the outstanding characteristic of the city, and the

capltol building should be conspicuous and visible from all parts of the

surrounding territory. It should predominate and other structures should be

sub-ordinated to It. Already, due to the absence of any plan for expansion in

an orderly fashion, the state has constructed an office building at the south*

east corner of the capitol grounds, and other skyscrapers are threatening to

be built on Congress Avenue, thereby shutting off the view of the oapitol

building from the south.

While Austin has some industrial development, the civic survey shows

that industrial development will not be the real controlling element that will

build future Austin and determine its future character. On account of the

location of the numerous state institutions, schools, and the State University

in Austin, with the natural beauty of its topography and the unusual climate

making it an ideal residential city, it is only natural that the chief charac-

teristic of greater Austin will continue, as at present, essentially a

cultural and educational center.

The location in and about Austin of tne numerous State Institutions, aa

well as tne University of Texas, creates a condition which is peculiar to

Austin alone. This condition can be either an advantage or a serious dis-

advantage in the development of Austin, depending upon whether or not proper

co-operation is secured between the State and Institution Officials and the

City of Austin. It is strongly urged and recommended that the State Officials

be invited and encouraged to confer with the City Plan Commission in regard

to the general city plan at least in BO far as it may affect the State

Properties. An intelligent coordination of the plans to develop thie state

property with the general oity plan will be of considerable advantage to all

parties concerned. Tour City Plan Engineers have conferred several times with
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University Officiala and find them to be more than ready and willing to co-

operate to the fullest extent* ffe feel that this eame spirit of co-operation

will be forthcoming from the other State Officials*

STREET PLAN

The most fundamental element of any city plan is its major street plan.

The life and growth of the city depends upon the facility of the flow of traffic,

and whenever any portion of the city becomes so congested that traffic cannot

flow easily, then that section of the oity will have reached its maximum value

and it will begin to recede. This fact is illustrated time and again by what is

known as the blighted districts of our cities; a condition which ia costing

millions to overcome in a number of cities. Traffic in the modern oity la in-

creasing in volume and in importance and tne recognition of the importance of its

free circulation ia often postponed until the congestion exists and the relief.

if at all possible, is usually very difficult and expensive.

In our proposed major street plan for Austin we have endeavored to pre-

dict the future needs in streets and to suggest a program for their development.

The Oity ofAustin is very fortunate in that all of the streets in the down town

section were originally laid out eighty feet wide with Congress Avenue one

hundred twenty feet. It was not quite so fortunate, however, in regard to

fitting the topography. In following out the rigid rectangular system of layout

the topography was wholly ignored and this fact accounts for the unreasonable

grades In some places thus male ing portions of some of the streets practically

useless for traffic or business streets.

Outside of the original town, bounded by East Avenue, West Avenue, First

Street, and nineteenth Street, there has been no'real unified plan of sub-division.

This fact accounts for the large number of objectionable jogs and offsets and

the nonunlformlty in width or continuity of alignment of the streets. The

location of tne University of Texas Oampus In tne midst of the residential section,

its unusual recent expansion across several important streets which necessitated

the closing of those streets,introduces further difficulties in the adoption of

the ultimate oity plan*

By referring to the present traffic flow diagram, Plate Ho. 1, it will be

seen that the bulk of the traffic today is on Congress Avenue, Lavaoa, and

Ouadalupe Streets. One reason so much of the traffic is concentrated upon

Ouadalupe Street is because it is the only paved street serving tne territory.

This chart also shows that a considerable bit of this traffic is being diverted

to Rio Grande Street. The next streets in volume of present traffic are North

Congress Avenue and Speedway. *t can readily be seen that the closing up of

Speedway by the University, through the campus, will certainly affect a great

many people and will make necessary the use of alternate routes west of the

University Campus in order to keep from throwing additional traffic on Guadalupe

Street.

On Plate No. 2 is shown the present paved streets. Austin has been

Inactive in regard to paving its streets for a number of years and it is con-

siderably behind on its paving requirements. This fact, of course, is responsible

for considerable congestion which now exists on certain streets which were paved

in the past. We have also prepared, in connection with our major street plan, a

map showing the streets which are recommended to be paved and the order of their

I
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urgency. This recommendation should be of value to the Olty Oommiaelon in

determining the amount of bonds to be voted upon for the next paving program.

In preparing the analysis of the street traffic problem we have con-

sidered the central businees section at Seventh and Congress to be the main

objective for the traffic. At the present time access to this area is

limited from all directions* From the south, the Colorado River Bridge, on

Congress Avenue, is the only means of access; from the north, all traffic

must jog around the oapitol building; from the west, the Sixth Street bridge

across Shoal Creek is the only opening; and from the east, Sixth Street again

is the only available street. The opening of a diagonal street to the north-

west and one to the northeast from the central business district is practical-

ly impossible, and certainly impractical on account of the topography, but by

encouraging traffic from the northwest to come down Shoal Creek to Seventh

and Sixth, and from the northeast, traffic to come down East Avenue and

Waller Creeic to Seventh and Sixth, this traffic can enter the business dis-

trict from the east and west over several routes, and relieve the north and

south streets of some of this traffic, and in this manner equalize the dis-

tribution of traffic on the streets in the business district.

In preparing our studies for the proposed major traffic plan we have

kept in mind the fact that streets should be designed and built for the use

which they are intended to serve, Streets whose principal function is to

serve purely local uses are considered as local residential streets, and will

not affect the major traffic plan to any great extent. For such streets It

Is preferable that a minimum width of fifty feet be used, although in some

instances it might be permlesable to have a forty foot street where It doea not

exoeed more than two blocks in length*. On such streets which are fifty feet

wide and not over four to elx blocks long between main thoroughfares or

boulevards, a paving width of twenty-six feet la usually sufficient* Residen-

tial streets, however, which extend for a considerable length should not be

less than sixty feet wide with a minimum paving width of thirty-six feet.

Streets which are favorably located as desirable through traffic streets and

extend for long distances connecting with the business district or connecting

community centers will attract considerable traffic which doea not originate

from the residences along the street. This type of streets which we choose

to call trafficwaye or boulevards are the streets with which our major traffic

plan is principally concerned. Extra width of paving should be provided,

baaed upon the future probable requirements of such streets or boulevards* In

determining the amount of such sufficient extra width, in addition to the

extra volume of traffic, consideration should be given to the nature of such

traffic as to whether it will be alow moving, fast moving, or mixed traffic

and whether or not an appreciable amount of parking area must be provided.

The widths which are recommended in this report are intended to be the

ultimate widths which will probably be required after the communities are

built up. In a number of instances, the excess paving width will not be

needed for some years, and need not be supplied until needed, but the widths

recommended for future right-of-ways should be provided at the earliest

possible moment to prevent the encroachment of buildings or other permanent

construction whloh would make the acquisition thereof more difficult and
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ooetly at a later date. The paving of these streets can be handled in

progressive stages using narrow widths at first and adding width as the

necessity for same arises. This is especially true of the streets near the

Oity Limits and in the area beyond the present City Limits.

It is a fact that slower moving vehicles or trucks will sat the pace for

all types of traffic on a particular street. Heavy trucks with wide bodies on

the same street with fast moving passenger oars usually create traffic confusion

and add to the hazards of the street. Since the advent of the large number of

passenger or fast moving motor vehicles in use at present, there is a marked

tendency and justified desirability to classify traffic where possible. It ie

for this reason that we have designated some of the proposed trafficways as

boulevards. We have assumed that certain streets which we call traffioways, for

convenience, will continue to carry mixed traffic. Whereas on the streets which

we classify as boulevards, it would be advisable to limit the traffic to fast

moving or passenger vehicles. While the proposed boulevards are discussed in

detail under the chapter headed "Parks and Boulevards*, the principal boulevards

which are essential to the general major street plan are shown on the same map

with the trafflcway streets. On the other hand , those boulevards who'se chief

purpose is the completion of the parkway system or are more in the nature of

pleasure drives axe shown upon the "Park and Boulevard11 map . This explanation

will account for the apparent duplication of some of the same streets on the

two maps.

FIFTH STREET

An important fact shown by the traffic chart is the prominence and import-

ance of Sixth Street. This Street has attracted a considerable volume of

traffic with the development of the residential property on the west side of the

Oity opposite the Colorado River Dam. It is obvious that Sixth Street alone

will not be able to handle the future traffic in this direction. The natural

topography north of Sixth Street makes it impractical to open a parallel relief

street on the north for over one-half mile* On the south of Sixth Street,

however, Fifth Street could be extended and used at a reasonable expense. These

two streets then, together with the proposed Riverside Boulevard, will be ample

to serve this area. Fifth Street should not be less than eighty feet wide for

its entire length.

OUADALUPS STREET

Guadalupe Street, today, is next in importance to Congress Avenue. It is

the main highway to the north and carries a great deal of through traffic. It

is also the business street, serving the University locally, and it will always

continue to be a very important business street as well as a trafflcway. The

retail business along the University Campus naturally causes oonsiderable

parking which makes the street less desirable for through traffic and its

capacity for traffic is now being taxed.

It is recommended that Guadalupe Street be paved from First Street to

Nineteenth Street, fifty-six feet wide; that the Jog at Nineteenth Street be

eliminated by cutting through the corner at Nineteenth Street; that a width of

one hundred feet which it now has from Nineteenth Street to Twenty-fourth

Street be continued to Twenty-ninth Street; that the street car tracks north of

Twenty-ninth Street be moved to the center of the street. North of Forty-fifth

i
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Street, Ouadalupe street should be opened and extended with a full width of

one hundred feet to a point where it can be deflected diagonally to intersect

the present Taylor and Dallas Highway, thereby eliminating two very objection-

able jogs in the highway at Forty-fifth Street.

NOTCES STREET,

Paralleling Ouadalupe Street, we are recommending the establishing of a

boulevard on Nueoes Street. This Street, while it should be protected against

trucks and alow moving vehicles, and is classed as a boulevard, will naturally

relieve auadalupe Street of a considerable portion of the fast moving vehicles.

Beginning at the north side of the Colorado River, we recommend that Nueoes

Boulevard be made one hundred ten feet wide to Nineteenth Street. From Nine-

teenth to Twenty-fourth Street, we recommend that the Boulevard be divided and

tnat Nueces Street be used for south bound traffic and San Antonio street be

used for north bound traffic. We recommend that these sections of the boule-

vard be made seventy feet wide. The shallow depth of the building lots in

this section makes the widening to one hundred ten feet of either of these

streets very expensive and impractical, and the joga at Nineteenth and Twenty-

fourth Streeta would etill have to be considered. For these reasons we &re

recommending the use of the two streets as one-way streets fox these sections*

Continuing north from Twenty-fourth Street, we recommend a width of one hundred

ten feet crossing Guadalupe at Twenty-ninth Street and continuing north to

connect at the south end of what is now called Hemphill Place in Aldridge Place*

Continuing north from the north end of Hemphill place at Thirty-third Street a

new street is recommended cutting through the long blocks to Thirty-ninth

Street connecting with the south end of Avenue "B" in Hyde Park and extending

along Avenue 'B* north to the City Limits.

We are recommending a width of one hundred ten feet on this street for

several reasons. First, using it as a boulevard street it will be reserved

for high speed passenger cars; it is more essential that the intersections of

the cross streets be made ae wide as possible for visibility of traffic

crossing the street. Aleo, since this street is a part of the boulevard system

it is very desirable that such parking area for lawn and trees be provided

baok of the curbs. It would be highly desirable on a boulevard street of this

nature to provide a double row of trees between the curb and the lot lines and

the extra width, if uniform, down the entire street would add greatly to the

appearance of the street. This extra width would call for a widening of fifteen

feet on each side from Fifth to Nineteenth Street. It would not be at all

expensive. The lots on this street are deep enough eo that this fifteen feet

out off the front would still have sufficient depth for residential construct-

ions, and the damages to the property would be more than offset by the benefits

accruing due to the improvements.

SHOAL CREEK DRIVE

We are recommending also an important traffic thoroughfare up the Shoal

Creek Valley. This proposed roadway will start at Seventh and West Avenue

and follow the low, even grade line of Shoal Creek Valley in a northeasterly

direction and will act as an interceptor for numerous other radial trafficways

which will feed in through the proposed residence areas between the present

western City Limits and tiie Colorado River. This important thoroughfare will
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form an Important link in the park and Boulevard System to be recommended, but at

the same time, will serve a very unusual and important arterial highway feeder

into the lower business area; and while it will not draw very much traffic from

that portion of the Oity between Shoal Creek and the University south of Twenty-

ninth Street, we feel that a considerable amount of the residential traffic north

of Twenty-ninth Street will be served on both sides of Shoal Creek. This roadway

should be ao looated as to eliminate all unnecessary sharp turns and steep grades,
\

and in such a location that it can ultimately be paved to a width of fifty-six

feet,excepting in such sections where it will be deemed advisable to split the

roadway into two forke, one on either aide of the Greek.

SAN JAOINTO STREET.

The traffic from the north central residential section at the present time

ie concentrated on Speedway, which splits the present University Campus property.

The plane for tne ultimate development of the University Campus contemplate the

closing of this atreet. University Officials have indicated, however, that they

would be favorable to providing a boulevard, or trafficway, along the banks of

waller Oreek through the Campus, and that this location can be worked into tneir

ultimate development plane to the beat advantage. At the north end of the

University Campue Waller Oreek aplite into two forke; one fork tending in a

northeasterly direction and the other bending practically due weat around an

unusually interesting hill. The location of Waller Oreek in this fork is what

would be Twenty-ninth Street if it were opened. This prong of tne Oreek intercepts,

practically at right angles, the proposed new JJueces Boulevard, University Avenue,

and Duval Street, all three of wnioh are very important trafflcwaya feeding from

the north. It la only natural that the traffic coming south on these streets, as

they approach this hill, which starts in at Twenty-ninth Street, ahould deflect

along the direction of the drainage around the base of the hill. We have taken

advantage of this natural condition and are recommending a roadway along the banks

of Waller Oreek.

Beginning at tfuecea Street Boulevard, crossing University Avenue, con-

necting with the south end of Duval Street and continuing along the bank of Waller

Oreek south through the University Campus to its southern boundary on nineteenth

Street, this prong of the roadway will connect up with the north end of San

Jaolnto Street. Another prong will follow the banks of Waller Creek diagonally

into Red River Street at Twelfth Street. San Jaolnto Street should be paved from

Seventh Street to Nineteenth Street — fifty six feet wide, and the roadway through
/

the University Campus along the Waller Oreek banks should be so located that it

can be ultimately paved fifty-six feet wide, its entire length. This trafficway

will permit the traffic from north Austin to reach the business district without

the necessity of Jogging around the State Capitol Building.

EAST AVENUE

East Avenue at the present has a right-of-way two hundred feet wide from

the north bank of the Colorado River to Nineteenth Street, Only a portion of

this right-of-way has been improved and used as a roadway at the present time. The

landscape advantages of this street are very interesting and it should form an

important part of the park and Boulevard System. Its development should be worth

while from that standpoint alone. By a glance at the major street plan map one

sees very clearly that East Avenue is destined to be the back-bone of all traffic

i

i
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in the eastern portion of the City, and somewhat the same way as the Shoal Oreek

Driveway serves the west side. Eleventh Street, Rosewood Avenue, Twelfth Street,

Nineteenth Street, and Twenty-second Street, all important traffic thoroughfares,

radiate from East Avenue, ae well as do the numerous minor residential streets

which feed into East Avenue.

East Avenue from Nineteenth Street on north is the most favorably located,

from the standpoint of grades, than any other street in that direction, therefore,

it will be favored ae a radial arterial highway for the entire northeast section

of Auatin. By developing East Avenue 00 it will be a desirable traffic way, we

aeeiet in carrying the northeast traffic down East Avenue and feed it into the

business district from the east side, thus leaving the north and south streets

such as San Jaointo, Red River, Guadalupe and Lavaoa, to handle the traffic

from the north portion of the Oity into the business district from the north.

East Avenue should be developed from the River north to Nineteenth Street

as a double traffioway with a park center, with the possible exception of the

area opposite the Sam Huston Normal School, where the topography is rugged and

it will be impractical to build a double roadway where a single wider roadway

should be built. From Nineteenth Street on north, we have also a street car

track to consider* The width of this street from this point north should be not

less than one hundred feet. This width should be maintained well beyond the Oity

Limits.

RED RIVER STREET.

Red River Street is one of the present traffioways for Northeast Austin,and

is being used very extensively. It should ultimately be paved fifty-six feet

wide from First Street to Nineteenth Street, and forty feet wide from Nineteenth

Street to the Oity Limits. This street is not favorably located in regard to

grades from Nineteenth Street north and will never be as important as East Avenue.

A seventy foot right-of-way should, however, be provided through the full length

of this street.

University Avenue, in the Hyde Park neighborhood, ia an eighty foot street*

On the south end, however, from about Thirty-first to Thirty-fourth Street, it is

only sixty feet wide. This street should be widened to a uniform eighty feet
*

from Twenty-ninth Street north to the Oity Limits.

DUVAL STREET.

Duval Street extends from Twenty-ninth Street north to and beyond the Oity

Limits and is destined to be a very important traffioway. Steps should immediately

be taken to assure a width of one hundred feet for this street for its entire

length.

UPPER GEORGETOWN ROAD.

The upper Georgetown Road is favorably located as a diagonal thoroughfare,

and should be developed as such. It should be continued down Oak Wood Avenue

with an eighty foot minimum width to connect with the Shoal Greek Drive at

Twenty-ninth Street.

MANOR ROAD

The Manor Road is one of the principal street highways, and its importance

can easily be recognized, especially in the development of the area east of

Austin. This road should be designated ae a principal trafficway and its

minimum width fixed at eighty feet.
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ROSEWOOD - SIXTH STREET

These streets are well located and well serve East Austin ae main traffic

thoroughfares. They should he established as eighty foot streets.

ELEVENTH STREET

Eleventh Street, from East Avenue to Rosewood Street, should be seventy feet

wide and from Rosewood to Ohioon Street, should be sixty feet wide.

SEVENTH STREET

Seventh Street, with an additional bridge across Shoal Creek at the westerly

extension of Seventh Street, and some adjustments in widening Seventh Street at the

intersection of S&n Antonio Street can be made a very valuable business street

through tee entire City aa far east as Ohioon Street. At Ohlcon Street, Seventh

Street deflects to the south around the base of a hill, and then is projected in a

northerly direction and is known as the ffebberville Road. If this stret is estab-

lished eighty feet wide throughout the entire length it will, in time, become an
*

important business thoroughfare relieving the necessity of widening Sixth Street -

which is but one block to the south.

The possibility of relieving Sixth Street east of East Avenue, by using Fifth

Street, is practically eliminated on account of the presence of the railroad tracks

in Fifth Street. While there are one or two places on Seventh Street which might

appear to be undesirable because of grades, we have gone over this street very

carefully and find that these grades can be adjusted so that a very satisfactory

street can be obtained.

COHAL AND OHIOON STREETS.

In the eastern part of Austin we have designated two parallel streets, namely,

Oomal and Ohioon Streets, which we consider logical belt line streets for east

Austin. They should be maintained at a minimum width of seventy feet and the jogs

at First Street and Rosewood Street should be eliminated. These streets will permit

traffic to have access from the north portion of Austin to the industrial areas

without the necessity of passing through the central business district.

SOUTH CONGRESS AVENUE

South Congress Avenue is, of course, the principal thoroughfare for south

Austin at this time. Its width is ample, but a considerable fill will be necessary

opposite the Deaf and Dumb Institute to make its full width available. On the south

end of Congress Avenue, at the Oity Limits, there exists a very undesirable jog of

one and one-half blocks. This jog should be eliminated by extending South Congress

Avenue through LaPrelle Place to a diagonal connection with the San Antonio Highway.

FREDERICKSBURO ROAD - SOUTH FIRST STREET

These two streets are practically the only available thoroughfares serving

southwest Austin, and they should ultimately be widened to a minimum of eighty feet.

SARTON SPRINGS ROAD - RIVER SIDE DRIVE

The Barton Springe Road and River Side Drive will serve as the ultimate

interceptors for traffic from South Austin, and they should be established at not

less than eighty feet wide and, where possible, some of the sharp curves existing

should be eliminated.

TRAVIS HEIGHTS BOULEVARD.

This Boulevard is the principal trafficway for that section of Austin known

as Travis Heights* While it is now important and carries a car line, the future

extensions of Austin to the south will throw further burden upon this traffioway.and

i
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it should be maintained not less than eighty feet wide. When the bridge,which

ia recommended across the Colorado River on Eaot Avenue, has been constructed,

Travis Heights Boulevard will relieve Congress Avenue of considerable traffic

from the southeast.

RIO GRANDE STREET

Rio Grande Street, at present, is paved from Sixth Street to Nineteenth

Street, forty feet vide. It also contains a street car line. This width is

insufficient for a moving lane of traffic between the street car and a parked

oar, and the street should ultimately be paved forty-six feet wide* We do not

recommend that this be done, however, until the repaving of this street is

considered desirable. From Nineteenth Street north to Twenty-ninth Street it

is now paved thirty feet wide. This width will probably suffice for a time

but provisions should be made to secure the assurance of an ultimate right-of-way

width of seventy feet so that it can ultimately be paved forty-six feet wide.

WEST LYNN STREET

West Lynn Street, at present, from Sixth Street north for several blocks

is but forty feet wide. This street is one cf the major traffic streets for

tfcia area and it should ultimately be paved at least forty-six feet* «c

recommend that immediate steps be taken to secure a right-of-way width of seventy

feet on this street*

PARKS £ND BOULEVARDS.

Parks and Boulevards are considered, by a great many people, as being

more of a luxury toon a necessity* Tnis impression, on the part of those wno

are responsible for the development, is usually responsible for the postponment

of serious consideration of the parks and boulevards. In a fast growing city

there are so many demands made upon the authorities for other apparently more

elementary and necessary features; so the natural result is that the parks and

boulevards are usually neglected.

As a matter of fact, however, play grounds and recreation facilities are

as much a necessity to the health and happiness of people as are its schools,

sewer systems, water supply, pavements and drainage. The essential purpose of

parks and similar facilities are being recognized more and more as being

necessary for recreational purposes.

The word "recreation" in its popular sense is generally accepted to mean

amusement or having a "good time1*. We are using the word more in the sense of

re-creation, or renewing, or re-creating the health, energy, and morals of the

citizens and consider the enjoyment and pleasure more as a by-product. There is

no question but that proper recreation has for any community a moat important

relationship to its production, the condition of its people, their well being

and prosperity.

The growtn of the city gradually calls for more -intensive utilization of

space. Vacant areas are gradually absorbed and occupied, and often areas wholly

unsuited for residential purposes are occupied by residences. Natural beauty of

topography and other features are sacrificed because there is no apparent imme-

diate need or proposed use of same. When congestion and unsanitary living

conditions force the recognition of the need for open spaces and recreation,the

best location for such facilities have been preempted, and the reclamation for

recreational purposes becomes very difficult and expensive. This being the case,
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and the location of such facilities being very important features in regard to

their efficiency, no city plan would be complete or even comprehensive which did

not make ample provision for such facilities.

In our study and proposed plan for a park and boulevard system for Austin,

we have constantly considered the problems from a utility standpoint, and while

recognizing the desirability of aesthetic advantages to be available in a park and

boulevard system, we have endeavored to make the aesthetic part of the program more

of a secondary consideration. The boulevards and parkways which are recommended

have for their primary purposes their utility as a trafficway and means of trans-

portation. The fact that some of them border creeks and ravines, does not

necessarily mean that they were thua located primarily on account of the natural

sceneryt but rather on account of the natural grades available and the fact that

such ground is usually more unsuited for residential purposes. For instance, as

hae been pointed out before in this report, the Snoal Greek Driveway will be one

of the most important thoroughfares in the City of Austin* It will afford a more

direct route from northwest Austin to the center of the Oity tnan any other street.

It will traverse low lying property wholly unsuited for residential purposes and

will make available for recreational purposes other large areas of low lying land

which are unsuited for residential development. The parking of the banks of Shoal

Creek and Waller Oreek will insure storm water drainage facilities at a minimum

expense which would be tremendous if it were attempted to handle this water in

storm sewers.

For the purpose of our study we have adopted the following arbitrary classi-

fication of parks as to size, and use in practice. xnis classification cannot be

applied or interpreted too rigidly since topography affects the type of development

which may be provided; also the available spaces within the present Oity Limits

are often limited on account of other conditions.

The first type of park which we will consider is usually called "Play Grounds1

These play grounds should contain an area from six to ten acres and should be

apaoed throughout the City at such intervals that no obiId will need to walk more

than one-half mile to reach one. These play grounds should be chosen with special

regard to their location so that, for instance, the children will not have to

cross railroad tracks or other dangerous hazards in reaching them* The improvements

on these play grounds should be designed for intensively supervised play for

children between the ages of six and twelve years. A very desirable method of

providing this type of play ground is to extend the school grounds sufficiently

to care for the play ground area. This has an advantage in that the supervised

play can be handled by the school authorities.

The next type of park to be considered might be called a "Play-field ".

These play-fields should contain from five to fifteen acres and may be spaced con-

siderably farther apart than play grounds. They should be chosen with more regard

to their natural development and should be designed for recreation and sports for

the larger children — for such games as foot ball, base ball, tennis et cetra.

"Neighborhood Parks" comprising from two to fifteen acres should be provided

in various portions of the City. These parks should be developed as intimate com-

munity and recreational areas. They should be easily accessible and within walking

distance of every person in the City — not more than one-half mile, if possible.

The extensive usefulness of neighborhood parks makes their design a more serious

i
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problem. The design should reflect,in a measure,the nature of their surrounding*

The construction of driveways through these parks should be discouraged. However,

these paries should be readily accessible by means of driveways and boulevards.

There should be ample sidewalks, interesting shrubbery, flowers, trees, and lawns

and other features which would make the park inviting as a place for rest and

recreation.

In addition to the above parka, play grounds, and play-fields, the Oity

should provide several large outlying natural parks of some fifty to two hundred

acres. The extent of these parks should be chosen for their natural advantages,

and should be made accessible throughout by a series of driveways, and general

treatment should be of naturalistic nature. They should preserve, for the city

dweller, as much natural topography and scenery as Is possible. Often it is

practical to Include in the boundaries of these larger parks, such facilities as

the play grounds and play-fields above referred to*

Our recommendations for the provision of the various links in the park

system in Austin are shown on the map marked Plate No. ̂ . The play grounds, as

mentioned above, are, as a rule, near present or proposed schools, or are in the

nature of enlargement of present school grounds. On Plate No* 13 we show the

location of the proposed play grounds.

The only play-fields which are at present available in Austin is the

property adjoining the Oaswell Gymnasium. This property, now owned by the school

board, at the west of the High School Building, is the nearest approach to a

play-field. This property should be enlarged and improved as a real play-field.

Other play-fields as shown on Plate No. **•, are suggested.

The only neighborhood parks which Austin has at present are the three

"Squares" In the original town site. These parks have been made very attractive

and their unusually well kept condition Is very gratifying in that it can be

taken as a criterion that other parks will be properly maintained and cared for.

As beauty spots and breathing spaces, they are most certainly worth while, and

those under whose care they are at present, are to be complimented upon the well

kept manner in which they are maintained. From a real utility point of view,

however, Wooldridge Park is the only one which is really efficient, outside of

the aesthetic value. We are recommending a number of locations for additional

neighborhood parks of various sizes and characters. These locations are not

intended to be specific in each case, but will have to vary to suit the local

conditions such as ability to acquire , purchase price, et oetra. ffe have

chosen these locations, sometimes on account of natural topography, and other

locations particularly because the spacing required a park in that vicinity.

Pease Park has been owned by the Oity for sometime, but has not been

developed and used to any great extent. This IB a wonderful property and should

be promptly developed and provision made for its maintenance. It should be

developed as one of the series of neighborhood parks recommended along the Shoal

Creek Valley.

In the matter of large parks Austin is very fortunate in having available

for its use, a large tract of land of five hundred acres owned by the State of

Texas in the western portion of the city near the Colorado River Dam. Negotia-

tions are now under way between the City of Austin and the State Authorities to

establish a natural arboretum on this five hundred acre tract. The municipal golf

links are now located thereon. This tract will afford an unusual opportunity
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for a wonderful large outlying park for the Oity of Austin. The City is also

fortunate in the possession of Barton Springs Park. This is a tract of thirty-

seven and thirty-one one hundredthe acres upon which considerable improvement has

already been made, and for which future improvement plans have been adopted by the

present Oity Council with the idea of installing such improvements immediately.

This park should be enlarged on the east by the acquisition of the property

remaining between the present property and the roolc bluff. The proposed improve-

ments for the development of Barton Springs Parlc are shown on Plate No* 5> of this

report. This is a sample of what can be accomplished in similar parka throughout

the city.

Important property which is available to the City of Austin for park devel-

opment ie the Colorado River Banks* A considerable area of the Colorado River

banks, especially on the north side of the River, is now owned by the State of

Texas, and provisions should immediately be made for its acquisition by the City

of Austin, so that this property can be developed into one large park, and a system

of beaut if icat ion can be started. One feature of this particular park should be

a prominent river front drive, or boulevard, through the entire city, connected

up on either end with the proposed boulevard system. Several neighborhood parks

should be developed throughout this park to serve the adjoining territory as

local neighborhood parks and community centers.

ire have already mentioned the Waller Creek Driveway, which will provide a

convenient avenue for traffic from the northeast portion of Austin to the business

district, and on south to the Colorado River Drive. The completion of this drive

will entail the acquisition of certain cheap property along the banks of Waller

Creek from Eighth street to Nineteenth Street. Most of the property which will

be needed ie at present occupied by very unsightly and unsanitary shacks inhabited

by negroes. With these buildings removed to provide for the traffioway, most of

the remaining property will be of a substantial and more desirable type* The con-

struction of this driveway, and reclamation of the banks of this creek, will make

the remaining property very desirable and will increase its value many times the

cost of the acquisition of the necessary property to complete the project.

Continuing north from Nineteenth Street to Twenty-sixth Street this pro-

posed parkway will pass through the University Campus which, in itself when

developed, will be in the nature of a large park. Continuing north from Twenty-

sixth Street this parkway will split into two prongs; one continuing in a north-

westerly direction and connecting up with the proposed thoroughfares of Duval

Street and University Avenue; the other continuing in a northeasterly direction

through practically undeveloped areas, which should offer no practical resistance

because of existing improvements, on north to the vicinity of Forty-third Street

at which point the valley branches out into a plane area. This area has very poor

drainage facilities at present, and is unsuited for residential property, but on

account of its natural timber growth is very well adapted fox a neighborhood park.

By referring to Plate No. ̂  it will be seen that we are recommending a neighborhood

park in this vicinity, taking advantage also of the location of the Elizabet Key

Memorial studio* This is a historical feature which should be preserved for

Austin's future posterity, and the park would make a most suitable setting for

this historical studio.

The name of Elizabet Ney has come to have historical significance of inter-

national character. It is recorded in the art histories of both Europe and America

I
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as one of the outstanding woman sculptors of her tine. The building, as example

of Spanish Architecture, should be recognized by the City of Austin.

Attention is called to the faot that parkway at about Thirtieth Street

pastes a very interesting tract of land which is covered with a wonderful growth

of forest trees. This particular tract of land should also be acquired and

preserved and developed as a neighborhood park. It is perhaps one of the most

interesting and beautiful pieces of natural "woods11 in Austin.

On the western side of Austin, in a very favorable location, lies Shoal

Creole Valley. This valley Is much wider and more picturesque than the Waller Creek

Valley. It is flanked on either side by high bluffs, and very desirable residen-

tial property. Between the bluffs, however, in varying widths are considerable low

lands which axe not particularly desirable for residential use. We are recommending

that the low lands of this valley be acquired for a large park. It would be very

desirable to acquire sufficient property on either side of this valley to control

the nature of developments of the bluff front properties. Most of the property

in this valley ie, at present, considered very cheap, and should be acquired for a

very reasonable figure. A great deal of it can probably be acquired by donation

since it Is practically all owned by large property owners whose property extends

over the bluff, and would be benefitted materially by the development of this park.

The area recommended to be Included in this park is such ae to provide space for

a golf course, and a number of other features necessary in the play-field parks* It

will afford an excellent opportunity to develop within this large park ,a series

of neighborhood parks properly spaced to serve a large portion of the City. The

possibilities of developing this property are practically unlimited, and it should

be acquired before the property valuation increases and makes its acquisition

difficult.

Austin is also fortunate in having a tract of land in the eastern portion of

the City whose real value has probably never been appreciated by very many people.

What is known as East Avenue, a strip of land two hundred feet wide extending from

Nineteenth Street to the Colorado Elver, has possibilities of a parkway which are

exceptional. At the present time this parkway, on account of its rugged topography

in some portions, and its smooth level contour in others, makes it possible to

develop a most interesting and valuable parkway. It has been pointed out that it

is a very important trafficway interceptor for all of east Austin, and when the

developments are extended south to the river and a viaduct is constructed across

tne river, It will intercept the present Travis Heights Boulevard, and also will

make connection with a proposed parkway continuing south up the Travis Heights

Creole, through Travis Heights and ultimately connect with the present San Antonio

Highway* This connection will enable tourists to by-pass the business district

of Austin, and continue to the north and northeast over a beautiful parkway,without

the inconvenience of passing through the business district. It will also enable

the residents in the Travis Heights area to reach the business district and other

portions of northeast Austin in a more direct manner. It will tend to relieve the

congestion on the Congress Avenue viaduct as well as tne congestion on the

approaches to same.
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At sometime in the future, depending upon the growth and development of the

district, a neighborhood park should be provided in the vicinity of Johanna Street .

and Annie Street, between South First and Newton Streets. This park would be ideally

located to serve a considerable area of residence property. The land should be

acquired while it is yet reasonably priced and before the natural growth of timber

and other features are destroyed. It can now be acquired in a block large enough to

make a worth while park, whereas if development takes place it may be impossible to

secure a suitable size area without considerable difficulty.

Similarly, we are recommending the ultimate establishment of a neighborhood

park in the vicinity of Eleventh and Twelfth Streets just east of the I A 0 N

Railroad. This property, while it adjoins the Oity Limits, is well located to serve

as a neighborhood park for this area in the future. The topography is very rough

and it is at present occupied by the cheapest type of negro shacks, whereas the

property immediately adjoining is more valuable and can eventually be residential

property of the highest order. The acquisition of this property for park purposes

and the removal of the present type of development, will increase the values of the

surrounding property many times the coat of the acquisition thereof.

Another neighborhood park which we consider very essential is in an area which

there are now no facilities for a neighborhood park, and which la not accessible to

any of the proposed neighborhood parks, is the neighborhood of Eleventh and Ohioon

Streets. This park is recommended to be developed as a negro neighborhood park. The

location is very favorable for the proposed negro district and the value of the land

at the present time is very low.

One of the most interesting historical spots in Austin Is the site of the Old

French Embassy. Thia building, it is claimed,ia the only building ever erected by

a foreign country on American soil. The building erected in 1SUO is, of course, in

a poor physical condition, and it is questionable whether the building itself could

be preserved for any length of time, but it would be desirable for the Oity of Austin

to commemorate the site of this building, and to perpetuate the historical spot* Ye

feel that no better way would be possible than to acquire the ground surrounding this

site and to convert aame into a small neighborhood park .

There is an area of low lying property juat south of Aldridge Addition, and juat

north of Twenty-ninth Street between Guadalupe Street and Speedway, which is wholly

unsuited for residential uses. This ground has been platted into residential lots,but

no building has taken place. It is in the midst of the high olaaa residential area,

and if developed for residential purposes would naturally be used for a cheap

inferior type of residences. This ground is flat and poorly drained and would not

be desirable for use as high class residential property. It should be acquired at a

very reasonable figure and the entire area should be converted into a large neighbor-

hood park. This park, when properly developed, would be one of the most useful and

convenient parks of the City. We strongly urge that this property be acquired in as

large a tract as is possible for park purposes.

RECOMMENDED LAND SUBDIVISION RULES

The proper control of the subdivision of land for future urban use is very

important from the standpoint of tne city plan in that many mistakes can be avoided

and costly changes in the future can be prevented. The last legislature passed a law

giving tne City Plan Commission authority to approve plats of proposed subdivisions

before they can be filed for record. In order that the City Plan Commission can
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intelligently approve or disapprove such plans, it is essential that the

general oity plan be thoroughly kept in mind, and that the City plan Commission

adopt certain rules and regulations covering the subdivision of property in

order that the Oity Plan Commission's rules and decisions be legal and binding*

They must, of course, not be arbitrary and discriminatory. Similar property

must be treated in a similar manner, and any unusual deviations must be sub-

stantiated by the general plan for the district. We are recommending herewith

certain rules and regulations covering the general subject of laying out

subdivisions.

The information in regard to ultimate piano, and the general rules

relating to the subdivision of land, should be public information and available

to all prospective subdividore, to enable them to intelligently prepare their

proposed subdivisions for submission to the Oity Plan Commission.

The owner of the land to be subdivided should submit two copies of a

preliminary subdivision plan to the City Plan Commission, or ite engineer,

before submission of the final plan. The preliminary plane should be drawn to

a scale of one hundred feet to the inch, or larger. They should enow the lo-

cation of the property with respect to the adjoining property, the width of

and location of abutting streets, alleys, building lines and similar effects,

and the names of all the adjoining subdivisions. They should show the location

of existing water and sewer mains, and other important natural features. The

maps should show the contours of the ground of not less than two feet intervals.

They should show proposed layout together with general dimensions of streets,

lots, blocks, building lines, et oetra. This preliminary plan will enable the

Oity Planning Engineer to check over the plan and point out, to the owner, the

probable objections which might be raised by the City Plan Commission when sub-

mitted for approval*

The arrangement of streets should make provision for the continuation

of the principal existing streets, major thoroughfares, and boulevards in

adjoining additions in so far as they may be necessary for proper requirements

and to conform with the adopted Oity Plan for that area. In general, the major

streets should be of a width at least as great as the minimum set out and

adopted by the Oity Plan Commission in the general plan for the district, and

in no case should they be lees than the minimum set out below on streets and

alleys. Arrangements should be such as to provide opportunity for access and

use by adjoining property owners, and all continuous streets should bear the

same name throughout. The minimum width for minor residential streets should

be fifty feet except that in cases where the topography or special conditions

make a street of less width more practical. When adjoining undeveloped

property, the City Plan Commission may accept the dedication of one-half of a

street.

The minimum width of any alley should be fifteen feet. Where alleys

are not provided, easements of not less tnan five feet in width should be

provided on each side of all rear lot lines, or ten feet wide on the rear of

one tier of lots abutting, and on side lines where necessary for poles, wires,

conduits, storm and sanitary sewers, gas, water, or other appurtenances.

Easements of a greater width may be required along lines or across lots where

necessary for the extension of sewer mains or similar utilities. Easements should
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provide a sufficient width for all natural drainage of storm water flow.

Blocks in the residential district should preferably be not longer than one

tnousand feet between the street lines. In blocks which are over seven hundred fifty

between street lines, cross walks of not less than ten feet in width should be

conveniently provided near center of the block. The general practice, so far as

possible, should be that the side lines of lots shall be right angles to the street

upon which the lot faces. The minimum dimensions for residential lots should be

fifty foet in width and one hundred feet in depth, and in no case should a rectangu-

lar or irregular shaped lot be platted containing less than five thousand square

feet without special permission from the City Plan Commission. Corner lota should

have extra widths sufficient to permit the maintenance of adequate building lines

on both front and aides* In normal cases the width required should be not less than

the amount of the established building line on the side street plus the minimum

buildable width and aide yard requirements as determined by the zoning ordinances.

Lots on larger street intersections and at all other points likely to be dangerous

shall have a radius of not less than fifteen feet at the street corner. It is

recommended that all changes in direction and turns, excepting at street corners,

be made with a liberal curve rather than sharp angles.

The building lines should be shown on all lots and they should be not less

than required by the zoning ordinance for similar property in subdivided property.

Due consideration should be given to the dedication of suitable sites for

schools, parks, and play grounds. Such provisions should be indicated on the-pre-

liminary plan in order that it may be determined when and in what manner these

areas will be dedicated to the City.

The final plan which will be submitted for approval should be made from an

accurate survey, and drawn on tracing cloth. Three blue prints or white print

copies of the final plan should be submitted to the City Plan Commission, The final

plan should show the boundaries of property, the lines of all proposed streets,

alleys and other proposed features intended to be dedicated to the public use* All

lot lines, and the lines and widths of all adjoining streets and alleys should be

shown* The lots and blocks should be suitably numbered and dimensioned. The

building lines and easements should be shown and determined by measurements. Suitable

monuments should be established and properly referenced to the plans. The plans

should show the title by which the subdivision is to be recorded, together with the

name of the owner and the engineer responsible for the design. The entire plan

should be zoned in conformity with the standard zoning practice of the City of

Austin, and where such property lies outside the City Limits the zoning provisions

should be incorporated in the dedication of the plat and filed therewith. The final

plan should be accompanied by a certificate of title showing the ownership , and

a suitable dedication of the streets, alleys, parks, et cetra, which are to be

dedicated to the public.

AVIATION FIELD.

The importance of the railroad transportation system of the United States is

well known to all, and history has shown that those towns that did not take advantage

of securing a trunk line railroad have never amounted to very much. At the present

time commercial aviation is in its infancy and the various air routes are being
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established. It la very essential that the Oity of Austin make suitable preparation

for encouraging the establishment of aviation routes through Austin. The best way

to accomplish this is to provide suitable, convenient air ports. Austin has, at present

two privately owned air ports located at some distance from the City of Austin, These

air ports, so long as they are privately owned and operated, cannot be developed

to as sufficient a state of efficiency as they should be compared to the possibility

of a municipal air port. This municipal air port should be located nearer the Oity

of Austin, and should be easy of access.

Aa a result of our studies on this phase of the problem, we have decided

to recommend the location of an air port on the south bank of the Colorado River

between Congress Avenue and the I & 0 N Railroad. There is considerable area of

comparatively high ground Just north of the Barton Springe Head which would be

suitable for an air port* The location would be easy to recognize from the air,

and it would be convenient of access to the down town district of Austin. It would

be convenient for the air mail delivery to the poet office. We recommend that the

Oity acquire the entire tract of land between the I & G N Railroad and the northern

extension of First Street from the Barton Springe Road north to the River. The

north part of this tract of land la low lying and at times subject to overflow.

This portion of the property can be parked and used for a large play-field for euoh

as baseball and football fields. It should be sodded with Bermuda Grass. An occa-

sional flood would not injure It for the uee of a playfleld except during the

flood period*

CIVIC CENTERS*

We have already referred to the fact that the chief architectural feature in

the City of Austin should be the State Capitol Building and we feel that this build-

ing should predominate the entire section of the City. ?e have also referred to

the tendency and practice of building office buildings for state official use

surrounding the oapitol building. It is our recommendation that this group of

buildings, which will no doubt be necessary for the various activities of the State

Government, should be grouped In a more dignified, artistic and convenient manner.

The state business buildings group should be planned on a more comprehensive scale

in order to preserve the dignity and aesthetic nature which the oapitol building

demands *

Our studies in regard to this matter have led us to recommend that the State

consider the acquisition of all the property between the present oapitol building

and Fifteenth Street from San Jacinto Street to Lavaoa; that this area be included

in the campus surrounding the capitol building, and studies be made for the proper

spacing of future office buildings in this area. A oroper plan of this type will

insure a desirable setting for the group of capitol buildings, and will add to the

dignity and aesthetic appearance of the State Capitol Building. We have recommended

tiiat Fifteenth Street be made a boulevard and, with this boulevard as a northern

boundary of the capitol grounds, the group of buildings could be made as beautiful

and interesting from the north as the present location is from the south.

Referring to the matter of a municipal civic center it would also be desirable

to provide for a civic center for the municipal activities of the City of Austin, as

well as the civic center for the State activities of the government. Travis County

will soon erect a new court house building. It would be very desirable from the

standpoint of the City Plan if provisions could be made at this time so that the
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erection of this court house could be a unit In the future municipal civic center

for Austin. It is very desirable from the standpoint of convenience to have the

court house and city hall, ae well as the post office and other official public

buildings, in close proximity to each other. We have made several studies with thia

problem in mind, and wish to recommend that our first choice for such civic center

would be the area embraced between Colorado Street and Brazos Street from Third street

south to the River. This site, at present, is considered reasonably priced property.

It has many advantages, and could be developed into a wonderful civic center* It is

far enough removed from the atate group above referred to that neither one would

detract from the other. It ia in a location in which a union station could be in-

corporated. It is easily accessible via Congress Avenue and while it ie a block

removed from the present business district it would not be long until the business

district would join up with it. Situated on the north ban* of the Colorado River

with the broad open spaces to the south, the grounds can be successfully landscaped

and the buildings could be given a very favorable setting. This elte has one apparent

disadvantage In that the switch track on Fourth Street makes this area more of a

warehouse district, but we feel that, with this oivio center as a feature at this

point and the bank of the Colorado River beautified, the property between Third street

and the present business district will become more valuable as a retail business

district than it could ever be as a wholesale or warehouse district.

The public library is often included in the municipal oivlo center group. In

the case of Austin, however, a very beautiful and desirable site has been secured

overlooking ffooldridge Park. It would be our recommendation that the library be

located on the present site overlooking Wooldrldge Park and not included in the oivio

center district. Considerable discussion has taken place in Austin as to combining

a municipal auditorium with a library building on the present library site. This

combination, we feel, would be absolutely cut of place. There is no reason or

community interest in the two projects which would justify their combination and we

feel that each one would be a detriment to the other if they were combined. The

location of the present library site is wholly unsuited for an auditorium of any

appreciable size. The streets surrounding the site practically all have excessive

grades, and the parking space for automobiles is very limited. The municipal

auditorium should be well located in the proposed municipal civic center, where it

could nave the advantage of parking space and ample space for ingress and egress as

well as better facilities in the way of street oar transportation.

Another group of buildings which is very important in the city plan of Austin

is the educational center comprising the University of Texas. The acquisition of

additional ground for the expansion of the campus and improvement of same will create

an entirely different condition in this vicinity. The actual improvements and

developments on the campus will be carried out by the State of Texas, but the proper

approaches and other conditions surrounding the campus must be considered in the

city plan. At the present time, the main building of the University is built upon

the axis of a very beautiful boulevard known as University Boulevard. It is one

hundred twenty feet wide and very beautifully parked for several blocks. It ends

abruptly at Nineteenth Street and the approach at this point is very uninviting.This

University Boulevard, if extended in a straight line along the prolongation of the

present boulevard to Fifteenth Street, would center upon the dome of the capitol

building and the main building of the University. It would provide a magnificent

I

I



I

1

I
We ,3.c/

^ >«*. ^—J



O 'V 1
0/1

I

I

avenue tying up the University with the State group and furnish an entrance

to the University which would be more in keeping with the dignity and importance

of the institution* This connection, on first blush, would seem very costly,

but upon examining the map it will bo found that only two blocks of property

are really damaged to any great extent from Nineteenth Street to Fifteenth

Street. For the remainder of the distance outside of these two blooics, the

greater portion of the extension will be in the present Colorado street area.

TRANSPORTATION.

3TSA2I RAILWAYS: - In studying the local conditions at Austin in regard

to the steam railway situation, we find that the present condition of tne railway

tracks does not seriously affect the general plan at this time* There ore, however

a few minor features which are objectionable, and which will continue to become

more objectionable and more serious as the Oity grows and develops. The final

adjustment of the railway facilities of Austin will be much more difficult and

expensive to accomplieh as time goes on, and, since the adjustment of the steam

railway tracks and facilities must naturally be accomplished in easy stages with

the least expense on the part of the railways and the City, it IB very essential

that plans be made far in advance of the actual accomplishment for the eventual

solution of this problem.

It is for this reason that we wish to submit herewith a report pointing

out some of the features which will probably cause trouble in the future; and to

suggest a tentative study of a proposed plan with the hope that the matter will be

taken up seriously and worked out through the cooperation of the railways and

other Interests involved. With the limited information at hand, and numerous

interests involved, we feel sure that this suggestion will have to be modified,

and details worked out more carefully before the final plans can be adopted*

A glance at the map showing the present retail business district shows

that the retail business district area extends from Eleventh Street down

Congress Avenue to Fifth Street where it spreads out east and west. It does not

extend south of Fifth Street on account of the existence of the switch tracks

and railway property. The business cannot extend north on account of the

capitol grounds. It is slow to widen out to the northeast and northwest on

account of tne rugged topography and steep grades, and is blocked on the south

by the railway tracks* This shows the expansion of business in a shoe string

fashion east and west along sixth Street, and shows some business in the

neighborhood of Tenth and Guadalupe Streets — which area is not highly desirable

for retail business property because of the steep grades of the streets. There is

a large section of highly desirable, potential retail business property south

of Fifth Street, and we have blooka on either side of Congress Avenue which, if

it were made available, would provide for expansion of tne business district in

a natural way. The property values on Congress Avenue going south from Sixth

Street drop very abruptly at Fifth Street and continue to decrease as the river

is approached. There is a considerable area of this property south of Third

Street which is practically a blighted district and will remain so, so long as

it is cut off from the main business district by the present railway barrier.

Austin cannot afford to have its retail business district throttled by the

presence of an obstruction of this nature; and while it may not appear, at this
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time, to be serious, it will be a very great inconvenience and serious disadvantage

for the Austin of tomorrow. Guadalupe Street, lavaca Street, Colorado Street,

Brazos Street, San Jaointo Street, and Trinity Street are all important potential

business streets, but are at present terminated, as far as their use is concerned,

at Fifth Street. It should be made possible for these streets to extend south all

the way to First Street and they should ultimately be available for retail business*

Congress Avenue is a wonderful street, and tae axis upon which the state

oapitol is built* Upon approaching Austin from the south it is necessary, on

passing over the Colorado River Bridge, to pass through four or five blocks of very

unattractive and neglected looking buildings, practically a blighted district, aside

from the dangers attendant upon the grade crossings at Third and Fourth Streets. It

is very doubtful if Congress Avenue of the future, through this district, would

develop in the way that would be fitting to match up with the remainder of the

street north of Fifth Street.

The removal of these tracks from West to East Avenue may seem to be a very

huge task as pointed out above. However, if this movement is attempted in the

progressive sort of way it will be surprising how much can be accomplished in a few

years. We realize that there are certain warehouses and other industries being

served by this track in this area, but we also insist that if the removal of these

industries are undertaken in a progressive manner over a period of years the value

of the land reclaimed will far exceed any portion of the cost of the removal; and

the city, in addition to providing for a normal expansion of the business district,

will reap considerable tax revenue from the increased value. One needs only to

compare the present value of property one block below Third Street with the present

value one block above Fifth Street. The reason for this difference in value is

apparent, and it is only natural that if the reason Is removed the value will

increase.

The present arrangement of two separate railway stations on opposite sides

of Congress Avenue is, of course, very convenient, and the advantage gained in

having a union station would not be so very great, though it would be better. At

the present time the railways are using the oity*s property and have apportioned

the full width of Third Street for their station yards, to the detriment of the

adjoining property owners. The use of this street for station yards in the past

has not been serious because the city has not had urgent need for this particular

street for the purpose for which it was first provided, but before long this

additional street space will be needed.

In making provisions for handling street traffic, both for the business dis-

trict and for the thoroughfares and trafficways, it is very essential to consider

the removal of all obstacles which are imposed. The City of Austin, in expanding

to the west, will have to cross the I & G N Railroad main line in a number of places.

In expanding to the east, it will have to cross the H & T C lines in a number of

places. To provide suitable grade crossing eliminations on such an expanse of

railway tracks completely encircling tne city, will cost a considerable sum of

money. In our studies for the proposed recommendation for the steam railways, we

have tried to suggest a scheme which would make the number of crossings a minimum.

At the present time the H & T C Railway and the I & G N Railway are parallel,

and only a short distance apart, about five miles north of the present City Limits.

From this point they diverge. The I & G N passes to the west of the City Limits

I
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and the H & T C passes to the east of the City Limits. Than the H & T C

reaches Fifth Street it is joined by two other railways coming in from the

east* The route of the present H A T C Railway passes through a wide, low

area just north of Fifth Street which is well adapted and suitable for an

industrial area. The I & Q N Railway passes on the west side of the City through

property which is not suited for industrial development, and through an area

which is being absorbed at the present time as a high class residential area.

We are recommending that a connection be built somewhere about five

miles north of the City to permit the I & G N trains to pass over to tha

H & T C tracks and use these tracks into the Oity; that a union station be

provided somewhere in the neighborhood of Fifth Street just east of East

Avenue; that another connection be built beginning at Fifth Street and

Perdenales Street crossing south over the River; thence in a southeasterly

direction to a connection with the present X & G N trades come where in the

neighborhood where the present spur track to the Woodward Body Works ie located

This will permit the operation of through freight trains on both the M K & T

and the I & & N without the necessity of passing through the business district

of Austin. It will make available to all the railways the new proposed indus-

trial district north of Fifth street as well as the area south of Fifth Street

between East Avenue and Perdenales Street; and will furnish a desirable freight

terminal location somewhere in this district.

The location of the union station on the east aide of East Avenue will

provide a very desirable site for a union station fronting on East Avenue, a

broad wonderful thoroughfare* By referring to the major traffic map, Plate

No. 3, it will be seen that it is readily accessible to all points of the

City without the necessity of passing through the congested business district.

It is recommended that the I & G H tracks be removed from the junction-

above referred to, five miles north of the Oity, to a point south of Fifth

Street. The present I & G H tracks serving the industries on the north bank

of the Colorado River west of Congress Avenue could remain for a while to

serve its industries until they could be moved to the new industrial district.

When these industries, which are now comparatively few in number, have

been removed, the remainder of the track of the I & G N track could be taken

up and the present I & G N bridge across the Colorado River could be used for

the highway crossing, another feature which will in a few years become a

necessity. The present right-of-way of the I & G N where the tracks would be

removed would provide another ideal and highly desirable boulevard or traffic-

way serving this section of the City. The use of the present I & G N bridge

as a highway bridge would make an ideal connection to the south end of the

Shoal Creek trafficway and connect up the City on the opposite side of the

river.

This plan in a general way, if carried out, would reclaim the entire

area from East Avenue west to shoal Creek; and would permit the proper and

fullest development of this area in connection with the proposed civic center

and retail business district.

STREET RAILWAYS: - The street railway situation in Austin is typical

of a great many street railway systems in the United States in cities of this

size. Tnile the otudies from a city planning standpoint of the future of



street railway systems are primarily concerned with the physical location and

operation of the care, instead of the financial and organization set-up, the ability

to finance the construction of new lines and the ability to properly maintain

present lines, and to keep pace with the growth of the Oity with the developments,

has a considerable bearing upon the plans for the ultimate system. The street

railway industry at the present time is passing through a very radloal and oritioal

period. The introduction of the motor bus lines and their extensive use appears

to some people to be threatening to displace the street oar. The experience in other

cities along this line has shown that the operation of motor busses in competition

with the street oar has usually been disastrous to both. Experience has shown,

however, that where motor busses have been used to supplement the street oar much

better results have been obtained. In order to assure proper city development the

transit facilities should keep ahead of, or at least abreast of, the city's growth.

As a general rule, outlying extensions of a street oar line or a bus line has to

build up the territory it serves before it will earn a reasonable income on its

investment. During that period other older established lines will nave to make up

the deficiency. The bus lines in this instance, if operated by the street railway

company, can be co-ordinated with the existing lines. On Plat No. 9 we show the

distribution of the present street oar lines and the proposed extensions* These

extensions will in -some caees mean bus routes and may be replaced by oar routes

wjjen the economies justify it. It will be noted that two small sections of the

present tracice are recommended to be abandoned.

ZOUIKG.

'At the last session of the Texas Legislature an enabling act was passed,

permitting cities to control the nature of their growth through zoning. This method

of safeguarding the property owners, and the control of the nature of the growth

of the city has become very popular throughout the United States during the past

few years. In the early stages of zoning, cities had a great deal of difficulty

in framing their ordinances in such a manner that they would notbe 'declared uncon-

stitutional by the courts. We have, today, a wealth of oourt decisions which are

tending to uphold the principle of zoning as applied to city building.

A zoning ordinance, to be constitutional, must be based upon the police

power of the city, Its requirements mustbe comprehensive, and similar conditions

must be treated in similar manner. The zoning plan must cover the entire city,and

must be the result of comprehensive studies and Intelligent regulations. The zoning

ordinance must be based primarily upon the principle of public safety and public

health rather than upon any purely aesthetic consideration, experience has shown

that where a zoning ordinance la based upon the safety and health of the community

and is broad and comprehensive in its requirements, there is very little chance

of its being declared unconstitutional.

We have made, with the co-operation of the Austin City Zoning Commission, a

comprehensive zoning plan for the City of Austin, and we have prepared a suggested

zoning ordinance to conform with such zoning plans. This suggested zoning ordi-

nance has been delivered to the City Attorney and he is at present drafting the

same into proper legal form to comply with the specific state laws regarding same.

Included in this report, Plate No. 11 and No. 12, are maps shoving the

various recommended zoning districts. These maps have been prepared after numerous

conferences with your official Zoning Commission and Oity Plan Engineers as a basis
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for holding public bearings on same.

The map on Plate No. 11 shows five different types of USE DISTRICTS. The

map is designed as the Use District Map. The various districts are limited in

that certain uses of buildings in each district are prohibited, but all property

in the same type of district may have the same type of use. The detail "Use"

restriction and the general requirements for each are set out fully in the pro-

posed ordinance. In general, however, the "A" Residential District is limited

to the following uses:

1. One family dwellings
2. Two family dwellings
3. Churches
4. Schools
5. Libraries
6. Farming and truck gardening.

The "B" Residential Districts are limited to the following uses:

1. Any use permitted in the "A" Residential District
2. Apartment houses
3. Hotels

Private Cluba
5. Fraternities
6. Boarding and lodging houses
7. Hospitals
8. Educational Institutions
9. Nurseries and greenhouses
10. Public garages (for storage purposes only)

The NCN Commercial Diatriot is limited to the following:

1. Any use permitted in the "B1* Residential District
and a number of other retail business houses*

The *D* Industrial District is limited to any use in the "Cn Commercial

District and for a number of other industrial uses not particularly offensive.

The "E* Unrestricted District is limited to any use permitted in the "D"

Industrial District and in addition a number of slightly objectionable industrial

uses, and exoepts only those uses which have been declared a nuisance in any

court of record or which are in conflict with any ordinances of the city regulat-

ing nuisances.

The map on Plate No. 12 is known as the Height and Area District Map. The

City is divided into four distinct zones for the regulation of the height of

buildings to be created, and the area of the property to be used.

In the "A* Height and Area District, no building shall be erected to exceed

thirty-five feet in height, and shall have a rear yard with a minimum depth of

twenty-five feet and a side yard on each side of the building not less than five

feet. The building shall be set baok not less than thirty feet from the front

property line, and a minimum number of square feet of lot must be provided for

eaoh family occupying the building*

The "3" Height and Area District does not permit the erection of a building

higher than forty-five feet. The rear yard shall have a depth of not less than

twenty-five feet and the side yards shall be not less than five feet wide and the

set back shall be not less than thirty feet from the front line of the property.

The "C" Height and Area District will permit the erection of a building to

a maximum of ninety feet in height; and provides a minimum rear yard of not less

than twenty-five feet and a side yard of not less than six feet on each side and

a set back of not less than thirty feet froa the front of the property.
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The "D" Height and Area District provides for a maximum height of ninety feet,

a rear yard of not less than ten feet with no requirements for a set back from the

front.

These requirements are all similar for similar districts of similar conditions,

but a number of exceptions are recommended in the general rules which are to be

applied by the zoning commission uniformly throughout each district.

SCHOOLS.

, Our studies in regard to the location of the various grade schools in Austin

show that the present sites for school buildings are very well located. A glance at

the map on Plate Ho* 13 shows that practically the entire city is now being served

with the present schools so that very small areas are located more than one-half mile

from a grade school. This statement is true except for an area in the neighborhood

of Thirty-fourth Street and Red River, and in the area of State Street east of Oakwood

Avenue. Provision has been made for a school site on Thirty-fourth Street near Red

River Street. On map, Plate- No. 13, will be found our recommendations for the approxi-
/

mate location of future school sites. These locations have been recommended with

particular view to their location as to accessibility and convenience for the area

to be served.

Under chapter headed "Parks and Play Grounds11 we have recommended that play

grounds be provided over the entire city in locations which do not require any child

to travel more than one-half mile in reaching a play ground. We also recommend that

these play grounds be provided, where possible, in connection with the school grounds.

The population which these proposed play grounds will serve corresponds practically

with the same population which is served by the schools. We are therefore recommending,

as shown on the Plate No. 13, the expansion of the various school grounds to provide
*

such play grounds.

As an example of the possibilities we would oall your attention to a map on

Plate No. 1^, whereon we recommend the enlargement of Palm School grounds for a

neighborhood play ground. At present Waller Creek outs aoross private property and

just south of Third Street has practically destroyed East Avenue; then it cuts back

west in second Street and continues across First Street to the river. The Palm School

Grounds at present contains one block, and the greater portion of said block is

oovered by the school building. The property immediately north of Palm School, on

account of being isolated and cut up by Waller Creek, is very cheap property, and in

a neglected state. However, this block contains quite a few wonderful trees. The block

to the west of Palm School, excepting for its frontage on First Street, is also very

cheap property and will remain so as long as Waller Creek is permitted to continue in

its present condition. It is our recommendation that these tracts of land be acquired

by the city, and that the course of Waller Creek be straightened. The excavated

material can be used to fill up the channel over the abandoned area. Second Street

from Red River to East Avenue and Sabine Street from First to Third Streets could be

vacated and this entire tract converted into a very desira'sle neighborhood play ground.

Similarly the grade school located at Eleventh and East Avenue occupies one

small block of property, and the block immediately south and the one-half block

immediately west are cut up by Waller Creek. By crossing Sabine Street from Ninth to

Eleventh Street rind closing: Tenth Street from Red River to Hast Avenue and straighten-

ing Waller Creek through this area, a wonderful neighborhood play ground site can be

claimed from property which is now very low in value and, in its present condition, is

i
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a menace to health of the neighborhood. These two incidents are cited as examples

of which it Is easily possible to provide the necessary land for the recommended

neighborhood play grounds.

The high school located at Twelfth and Rio Grande Streets, we have pointed

out heretofore, has a nucleus for a play-field Just west of the school grounds. We

have already recommended in this report that this play-field be enlarged and

developed to provide for a modern play-field. We also recommend that other play-

fields be established in various parts of the city. If it is the intention of the

school board to provide additional high schools, such play-fields should preferably

be located at, or adjacent to, those high schools.

There has been considerable talk in Austin, as well as other cities, in

regard to the raoe segregation problem . This problem oannot be solved legally

under any zoning law known to us at present. Practically all attempts of such

have been proven unconstitutional.

In our studies in Austin we have found that the negroes are present in

small numbers in practically all sections of the oity, excepting the area just

east of East Avenue and south of the Oity Cemetery. This area seems to be all

negro population. It is our recommendation that the nearest approach to the

solution of the raoe segregation problem will be the recommendation of this

district as a negro district; and that all facilities and conveniences be provided

the negroes in this district as an incentive to draw the negro population to this

area* This will eliminate the necessity of duplication of white and black schools

white and black parks, and other duplicate facilities for this area* We are

recommending that sufficient area be acquired adjoining the negro high school to

provide adequate space for a complete negxo play-field in connection with the

negro high school* We further recommend that the negro schools in this area be

provided with ample and adequate play ground space and facilities similar to the

white schools of the Oity.

A careful study of the City Plan for the outlying districts, such as is

shown on Plate No. 15, will enable the school board to anticipate its needs and

make desirable locations for future school sites, and should enable them to

acquire these sites, together with ample and adequate areas for the play grounds

and school grounds for the future, at a reasonable cost.

R3QIONAL PLAN.

We have made a careful study of the region immediately adjoining, and

within five miles of the present City Limits. While the major portion of the

oity plan herein described deals principally with that area inside the City Limits

we have continually kept in mind the fact that the present Oity Limits line is

only temporary. The interests of the City extend far beyond this imaginary line.

The limits will be extended from time to time so that in all of our studies we have

not considered the City Limits as being the boundaries of any project. This is

evident in the location of parks, fire stations, et cetra, several of wr.ich are

located very near the present City Limits line. Our plans and recommendations,

therefore, are based upon studies which extend five miles beyond the present city

limits line. The territory covered in tnis area is si.own on the map, Plate Ho.15,

upon which we have shown a complete system of proposed major traffic thoroughfares

and a park and boulevard system. It willbe seen that the plans for this area

have been worked out without any particular reference to the present City Limits

line.
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This study, showing the location of the various traffiowaye, boulevards, and parlca

must of necessity be general in its nature. The exact location of these facilities

will have to be worked out from time to time as the topographic information and other

features are made available. It will serve as a guide to future property owners in sub-

dividing their property, and to the City Plan Commission in its study for approval of

proposed plates. It will enable the Park Board to anticipate suitable locations and

proper spacing for future parks and boulevards. No attempt has been made to designate

the location of play grounds schools, or neighborhood parks for the reason that this

will depend a great deal upon the character and detail development of eaoh area.

Among other natural conditions with which Austin is favored are the many available

scenic driveways within a short driving distance of the City, and the interesting

natural features which are easily available. The parkway system for Austin should be

augmented by proper boulevards and scenic driveways to make easily accessible such

natural topographic features as Bull Greek, Perdenalee River — a typical stream ,

Hamilton Pool, which is reputed to be the crater of an extinot volcano; West Gave, and

ICount Bonnell, from the top of which a most gorgeous panorama can be viewed. The

driveway on top of Mount Bonnell is very interesting, and is included in the regional

plan. Some of the other features mentioned are farther from the City, but the driveways

contemplated can be extended to make them all a part of the ultimate parkway and boule-

vard scheme.

CEMETERIES.

The present oity cemetery, located in the eastern part of the City, is being

rapidly surrounded by residential constructions and the present available space for

burials is being rapidly exhausted. The possibility of expanding the present cemetery

grounds is undesirable for several reasons. The value of the land necessary to increase

the size of the present cemetery is too great. The presence of a cemetery in the resi-

dential sections is not to be desired.

We are recommending that a new cemetery site be acquired by the City in the

location shown on the regional map, Plate Ho. 15, about one mile east of the present

cemetery. This area is well suited for cemetery purposes and lies adjoining a proposed

large park so that the cemetery ground could be blended into a natural park.

We recommend that a.liberal amount of land be acquired so that a modern park

cemetery can be laid out and developed. We further recommend that the plans be worked

out co that the cemetery would be operated on a perpetual care basis* This can be done

by setting aside a portion of the sale price of the lots in a trust fund, provisions

being made for the permanent maintenance of suoh. We would like to see a cemetery laid

out with ample driveways and spacious lots so that in the future it could be maintained

and would always continue to be a beautiful park, to be admired by posterity, rather

than a series of graves and tombstones to be fenced in, abandoned, and forgotten after

the space has been filled.

FIRE STATIONS.

The location of fire stations throughout the City has a very distinct bearing

upon the city plan. A few years ago the location of fire stations, and their distance

from one another, was determined on the basis of horse drawn equipment. The equipment

today being all motorized can cover greater distances and will permit further spacing of

stations. Ttis fact, however, makes it necessary that such stations be located with

reference to the major thoroughfares ao that the equipment can reach all parts of the

City as quickly as possible. It is preferable to locate such stations at the intersection

I
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of two or more radial thoroughfares wherever possible.

The zoning plans for tne City are also very important in assisting to

establish the location of fire stations, and will enable the authorities to pro-

vide suitable equipment for such stations, depending upon the type of construction

and buildings to be protected.

The present business district is being served by one fire station, located

on Eighth Street, one-half block west of Congress Avenue* This one station will

not be adequate to serve the business district of Austin, and provisions should be

made for an ultimate location of at least two more fire stations to serve the

business district. One of these stations will probably be found necessary within

a very short time. The second can be postponed several years . The present fire

station on Eighth Street is not ideally located. When the two ultimate stations

are tafcen into account, the very objectionable steep grade on the street on which

this station fronts would also malce a new location for a permanent fire station

much to be desired. We are recommending that when the removal of this station is

practical, and seriously considered, that a location for same be sought in the

neighborhood of Eleventh and San Jacinto Streets.

It is further recommended that another station site be acquired in the

vicinity of Sixth and Red River Streets. This station should be provided in the

not far distant future.

The third station which we recommend to serve the business area could be

located in the vicinity of Brazos Street and First Street. The construction of

this station can probably be deferred for several years. Its importance and

usefulness will be more obvious and essential when the civio center has been

established, and the railroad tracks have been removed from Third and Fourth

Streets. In east Austin there is, at present, a fire station on Waller Street and

First Street, and also one on Lydia Street near Eleventh street. These two stations

are very well located and are recommended to be retained, with the possible ex-

ception that the one on Lydia Street might be moved to the corner of Lydia and

Eleventh, or at the junction of Eleventh and Rosewood Streets if convenient*

Another station is recommended on First Street near Perdenales Street, to

be built in the future.

We understand that a site for a new station has been obtained near the

intersection of East Avenue and Manor Road. This location is very desirable and

this station should be built immediately.

Another location for a fire station should be secured on Eleventh in the

neighborhood of the present east Oity Limits* The immediate necessity for the

construction of this building is not pressing.

There is, at present, a station on Lavaca between Sixteenth and Seventeenth

Streets. We feel that the usefulness of this station will be very much increased

if it were moved to a point on Nineteenth near the intersection of Guadalupe

Street. We would not recommend the immediate removal of this station, but would

suggest that in the correction of the oresent jog in Gu«rjalupe Street at Nine-

teenth Street the City might profitably secure a fire station site in the adjust-

ment due to the correction of the jog, so that when the station on Lavaca Street

has served its usefulness, or when it would be desirable to move same, it could

then be located as recommended.

There is, at present, a fire station on Guadalupe Street at Thirtieth
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Street. This location is one block removed from the important Junction of several

major traffic streets. It is an old building, and we are recommending the removal

of tnis station to some point whioh would be adjacent to the intersection of

Ouadalupe street and Sycamore Street or Twenty-ninth Street. By referring to the

traffic map it is easy to see that this location is more accessible to all portions

of the territory to be served.

There should be built, immediately! another fire station in the vicinity of

Forty-first Street and Speedway. This area is well built up at present without

adequate fire station protection*

Provisions should be made for the ultimate location of a fire station on East

Avenue near its intersection with Thirty-ninth Street.

There is, at present, a fire station located on the Blanco Street near Eleventh

Street. This station serves a distinct need in this neighborhood, but we feel that

ultimately a better location to serve this area would be in the neighborhood of Test

Lynn and Eleventh Streets. This new location will better space the fire stations

to serve a greater area. This change of location would not be necessary for several

years, however.

There is also another fire station on South Congress near Annie Street. This

station ie very well located and we recommend that it be retained in its present

location.

Three other proposed locations are designated on the map as desirable future

locations for South Austin, none of which, with the exception of Travis Heights

Boulevard, and River Side Drive, are very urgent at this time.

Several other future locations are noted on the map in West Austin, west of the

present Qity Limits, as being the-most desirable location for stations for those

areas when they are needed.

CONCLUSION.

This Oity Flan Report deals with many matters and problems, and is a compre-

hensive plan covering a program of improvements to extend over a period of many years.

The order in whioh the improvements are made is not of serious consequence. The

important thing is that each shall be done in such a manner as to fit properly into

its place in the general plan. Some matters, of course, for one reason or another,

are of more immediate importance; while the immediate accomplishment of others is

less urgent*

The careful preparation of any city plan, and its adoption by the authorities,

does not automatically serve as a panacea for all municipal ills. The plan, itself,

ia to be considered more as an intelligent basis upon which the future activities

of the City's growth should be predicated; and the success of same will depend very

materially upon the intelligent detail planning and execution of the various elements,

and the unification of efforts on the part of the officials responsible for the actaal

improvements.

The city plan, to be successful, must first be widely understood and appreciat-

ed by the citizens of Austin in general. Popular appreciation and support will

accomplish more than the most vigorous enforcement of a plan adopted by law without

a thorough understanding on the part of the citizenship. The cooperation of all

the City's various interests must be secured through an intimate acquaintanceship with

the plan and the purposes thereof. tfe, therefore, recommend that one of the first

steps to be taken is to thoroughly inform and advise the public of the general plans

to be undertaken.

i
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The oity plan is not a spectacular thing per se, and cannot be expected

to continually arouse public agitation and enthusiastic support unless it is

thoroughly understood, and continually placed before the public by means of

regular and periodical information regarding the purposes and progress made in

that direction. If the plan is to continue to be effective and productive, it

must be Kept free from political manipulations by selfish interests. To accomplish

this it must have the support of a well qualified and interested sponsor, The

Oity Plan Commission and the City Engineer should make it their duty and objective

to keep the oity plan of Austin up to date, and alive in the thoughts and activi-

ties of the various interests which are building the oity.

One of the most useful and important duties of the Oity Planning Commission

in the general development of this plan, will be to assist in the selection of

sites for the numerous semi-public buildings, such as ohuroh.ee, hospitals,

institutions, and the like, and the continual urge and advice that a high-type

of actual development be maintained. We wish to oall particular attention to the

matter of construction of bridges which axe so often built without particular

reference to their architectural appearances. The City Plan Commission through

ita intimate knowledge of the location of future parks, parkways, et oetra, should

use its influence to seoure proper architectural consideration in the construction

of bridges and such structures especially where they pass through parks, parkways,

and other public property. On plate No. 17 is shown a suggestion for an ornament-*

al type of a oonorete bridge which is recommended for the proposed crossing of

Shoal Oreek on Twenty-fourth Street. It would be criminal to build an ugly steel

structure at this point which will undoubtedly be practically in the center of

one of the most beautiful parks of the City of Austin. Particular attention to

features of this kind will enable the City to acquire structures which will be

actually desirable and attractive at a very little extra coat, instead of having

structures whioh may later prove very expensive to correct.

The present City Commission of Austin, fortunately, is heartily in accord

with the execution of a proper City Plan, It is upon the City Commission where

the actual responsibility for the execution of the plan really rests. If the

City Commission ignores the recommendations of the City Plan Commission, and does

not follow out the general principles of the Oity Plan, it will be extremely

difficult to secure the lasting benefits whion are available. It should be the

recognized obligation of the Oity Commission, City Manager, and the Oity Engineer

to see that their various actions are in full accord with the Oity plan. It should

be remembered that the City Plan is of greater consequence than the fortunes of

any individual or administration. No City Official should so forget his obliga-

tions to his city or his office as to allow personal considerations to take

precedence over the larger aspects of the City's welfare. Through proper co-opera-

tion between the City Plan Commission and other officials, and through thorough-

ness of consideration on all subjects, where differences of opinion arise, and

where fair-mindedness prevails, satisfactory accomplishments will be possible.

Possibly some of the recommendations herein will, at first, appear to some

people to be extravagant or impossible of accomplishment. Usually this apparent

impossibility is due to the matter of finance. These apparently unsurmountable

objections oftentimes develop to be comparatively simple upon a careful study and

analysis of the possibilities. In city planning it is well to keep in mind the

old axiom "Where there is a will, tnere is a way". Through the control of new



land subdivisions, especially in the planning of new areas, it will be possible to

accomplish many desired conditions in the oity plan without material cost. Proper

street widths can be secured through dedication, and, to a limited extent, play grounds,

parks, and publio building sites may often be secured by donation or at a negligible

•urn. It is in the readjustment of developed property where the greater expense is

incurred. There are numerous ways in which this expense may be defrayed or apportion*

ed in a manner that will make the adjustment thoroughly practical.

It is not recommended that city wide bond issues be employed promiscuously in

accomplishing these necessities; but that an equitable method of assessing the

benefitted property owners be worked out in each particular instance, so that all

interests affected be permitted to bear their pro rata cost of such improvements.

Attention is called to the changing conditions and many things which were con-

sidered extravagant and impossible in the past are now considered ordinary necessities

and common-place in the routine of a city's development.

In conclusion we would urge that your Oity Plan, when adopted, be zealously

guarded and closely followed, subject to intelligent adjustments due to changing con-

ditions; tnat the public be kept fully informed, at all times, in regard to the

general plan; and that tne improvements be carried out with a real vision of the

future with the recognition that the Oity of Austin is to endure and grow for a long

time and that through a short-sighted vision on our part, posterity will be faced

with difficult and more unsurmountable problems than we have had in the past.

I

I
Mayor HoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, on June 2g, 1926, 77. D. Yett, Mayor of the Oity of Austin, pursuant

to a resolution of the Oity Council, executed a promissory note, of same date, for

$̂ 72.18, due December 31, 1926, and payable to the order of R. B. Wright; and

WHEREAS, said note was given for the purpose of refunding certain license taxes

paid by said R. B* Wright for operating an automobile for hire in the Oity of Austin;

and

WHEREAS, said promissory note was, in due course of trade and before the maturi-

ty thereof, sold and transferred by said R. 8. Wright to Fidelity Mortgage Company,of

Austin, Texas; and

WHEREAS, said Fidelity Uortgage Company, as the present owner and holder of said

note, has proposed to settle same for the face value thereof, and to waive all claime

for interest thereon sinoe the date of execution, and all attorneys' fees;therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE OITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT the sum of $̂ 72.18 be and the same is hereby transferred from the Water &

Light Fund to the General Fund of the City of Austin, and appropriated out of said

last named fund, for the purpose of settling said note in full; and said purpose a

warrant for $̂ ?2.IS shall issue, payable to the order of Fidelity Mortgage Company,

and said warrant shall be delivered to said Company upon its delivery to the City of

said note duly cancelled.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,

Councilman iiueller, Pannell, and Steck, ̂ ; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.
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Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, ft. W. Adrian is the contractor for the construction of a

building for C. P. Knipper and G. C. Seiders, to be situated on the Original

Block 123, Lot 1, of the Oity of Austin, and desires a portion of the street

abutting said premises during said construction, to be used in the work and

for the storage of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OITY COUNCIL OF THE OITY OF AUSTIN:

1* THAT space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to said

W* ff. Adrian, the boundaries of which shall be as follows:

BEGINNING at the southeast corner of Lot 1, Block 123;
thence in a southwesterly direction to a point 26 feet
8 inches south of the north street line of East 10th
Street; thenoe 60 feet in a westerly direction; thence
in a northerly direction to the south boundary line of
Lot 1, Block 123; thenoe in an easterly direction to
the point of beginning.

2. That the above privileges and allotment of space be granted to said

77. V. Adrian, hereinafter termed "Contractor" upon the following express con-

ditions:

(1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good con-

dition during the use of -the streets hereby allotted on the south boundary

of said working space situated on East 10th Street, a walkway at least 3 V2

feet high to be protected on both sides by a guard rail at least ^ feet in

height.

(2) That the contractor may maintain openings in the working space barrier

only on the east and west aides of said working space for the ingress and

egress of trucks and materials.

(3) That no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked either

on East 10th Street or in the alley adjoining the property on which he is

constructing said building, but that all of contractor's materials must be

unloaded within the space hereby allotted.

(*0 That the contractor must remove all fences, barricades, walks, materials

and other obstructions in the street or alley immediately after the necessity

for their existence in said street or alley has ceased, such time to be

determined by the City Manager, and the contractor shall restore said street

and alley to as good condition as same existed before the use of space hereby

granted to the contractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor

MoFadden, Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steclc, ^; nays, none, Councilman

Reed absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Weiae Brothers are the contractor for the construction of a

building for the Salvation Army to be situated on the Original Block 6, Lots 7

and & of the City of Austin, and desire a portion of the street abutting said

premises during said construction, to be used in the work and for the storage

of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

1. That space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to said tfeise

Brothers, the boundaries of which shall be as follows:
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BEGINNING at a point on the east alley line of the alley
lying between East 1st and Cast 2nd Streets and Congress
Avenue and Brazos Street 60 feet south of the south street
line of East 2nd Street; thence in a westerly direction to
a point 6 feet west of the east alley line; thence in a
northerly direction to a point 6 feet south of the south
line of Sast 2nd Street; thence in a northeasterly direction
to a point 26 feet S inches north of the south line of Cast
2nd Street; thence in an easterly direction 45 feet; thenoe
in a southerly direction to the north boundary of Lot No. 7;
thence in a westerly direction to the northwest corner of
Lot No* 7; thence in a southerly direction to the point of
beginning.

2. That the above privileges and allotment of space be granted to said Weise

Brothers, hereinafter termed "Contractor", upon the following express conditions:

(1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good condition

during the use of the streets hereby allotted on the north and east boundaries of

said working space situated on Sast 2nd Street, a walkway at least 3 1/2 feet high

to be protected on both sides by a guard rail at least ̂  feet in height.

(2) That the contractor may maintain openings in tne working apace barrier only

on the northwest side and the east side of said working space for the ingress and

egress of trucks and materials.

(3) That no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked either on

East 2nd Street or in the alley adjoining the property on which he is constructing

said building, but that all of contractor's materials must be unloaded within the

space hereby allotted.

(4) That the contractor must remove all fences, barricades, walks, materials

and other obstructions in the street or alley immediately after the necessity for

their existence in said street or alley has ceased, such time to be determined by

the Oity Manager, and the oontractor shall restore said street and alley to as

good condition as same existed before the use of space hereby granted to the

contractor*

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,

Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steok, 4-; nays, none. Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor UcFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Frank R. Rundell is the contractor for alterations to be made for

George 8* Halle on the building located on Lot 6, Original Block 70 of the City of

Austin, and desires a portion of the street abutting said premises during said

construction, to be used in the work and for the storage of materials therefor;

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

1* THAT space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to said Frank R.

Rundell, the boundaries of which are as follows:

BEGINNING on the north line of Lot 6, at a point 35 feet
east of the east alley line of the alley lying between
Congress Avenue and Colorado Street, between '.Teat 6th
Street and Test "Jfh Street; thence in a northerly direction
26 feet S inches to a point; thence in an easterly direction
S5 feet to a point: thence in a southerly direction to the
north line of Lot o, thenoe in a westerly direction to the
point of "beginning.

2. That the above privileges and allotment of space be granted to said Frank R.

Rundell, hereinafter termed "Contractor1* upon the following express conditions:

(1) That the contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good condition

during the use of the street hereby allotted on the north boundary of said working

space situated on TTest 7tn Street, a walkway at least 3 1/2 feet wide to be

protected on both sides by a guard rail at least ^ feet high.

I

I

i
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{2} That the contractor may maintain openings in the working space

barrier only on the east and west sides of said working space for the ingress

and egress of trucks and materials.

(3) That no vehicles shall be loaded or unloaded by the contractor while

parked either on fleet 7th Street or in the alley adjoining the property on which

said alterations are being made, but that all vehicles shall be loaded and

unloaded within the space hereby allotted.

(*0 That the contractor shall remove all fences, barricades, walks,

materials and other obstructions in the street or alley immediately after the

necessity for their existence has ceased, such time to be determined by the City

Manager, and the contractor snail restore said street and alley to as good

condition as same existed before the use of space hereby granted to the con-

tractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden

Council-men Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, **•; nays, none, Councilman Head absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Frank H. Rundell is the contractor for the construction of a

building for Cater Joseph to be situated on the Original Block 6, Lote 11 and

12 of the City of Austin, and desires a portion of the street abutting said

premises during said construction, to be used in the work and for the storage

of material therefor; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

1. That space for the use hereinabove enumerated be granted to said Frank H.

Rundell, the boundaries of which shall be as follows:

BEGINNING at the southwest corner of Lot 11, Block b;
thence in an easterly direction 6^ feet; thence in a
southerly direction to a point 15 feet S inches south
of the north line of East 1st Street; thence in a
westerly direction 6^ feet; thence in a northerly
direction to the point of beginning.

2. That the above privileges and allottment of space be granted to aaid

Frank R. Rundell, hereinafter termed "OontractorHupon the following express

conditions:

(1) That the Contractor shall erect and maintain continuously in good con*

dition during the use of the street hereby allotted on the south boundary of

said work space situated on East 1st Street, a walkway at least 3 I/2 feet

high to be protected on both sides by a guard rail at least 4 feet in height.

(2) That the contractor may maintain openings in the working apace barrier

only on the east and west sides of said working space for the ingress and egress

of trucks and materials.

(3) That no vehicles shall be unloaded by the contractor while parked on East

1st Street, but that all of contractor's materials must be unloaded within the

space hereby allotted.

(*0 That the contractor must remove all fences, barricades, walks, materials,

and other obstructions in the street after the necessity for their existence in

said street has ceased, such time to be determined by the City Manager, and

the contractor shall restore said street to as good condition as same existed

before the use of space hereby granted to the contractor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFad-

den, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, ̂ ; nays, none, Councilman Reed

absent.
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Mayor MoFaddexi laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Austin Gas Company has presented to the City Council tentative maps

or plans showing the proposed construction of its gas mains in the streets in the

City of Austin hereafter named, and said maps or plans have been considered by the

City Council; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

THAT Austin Gas Company be and the same is hereby permitted to lay and con-

struct its gas mains in and under Travis Lane and Riverside Drive as follows:

BEGINNING at a point on Travis Lane, which point is
16 feet N 5°S' E. from the northeast corner of Lot
No. 21 of Woodlawn Addition to the City' of Austin,
Texas, as shown by a map recorded in Travis County
Deed Records, Plat Book No. 3, page 129, said point
being 10 ft. distant from and north of an existing
concrete curb;

Thence 16 feet north of and parallel to the south
line of Travis Lane 3 8*t° 52' E. 1̂ 9.55 feet to an
iron stafce and point of curve;

I

Thence with a curving line for a distance of 173.
ft., said curve having a radius of 23̂ .72 feet and a
central angle of 2̂°i*O» and the long cord of which
runs 3 63 32' B . 170,8 feet to an iron stake and
point of tangenoy near the Travis Heights Gate Posts
in Riverside Drive.

Thence running 6 feet north of and parallel to the
north face of the south curb of Riverside Drive 3.
12 i £. to the intersection of the gas main in Alta Vista
Drive.

THAT the work and laying of said gas mains, including the excavation in the

streets and the restoration and maintenance of said streets after said mains have

been laid, shallbe under the supervision and direction of the City Manager, and

under all the pertinent terms and conditions of the certain franchise granted to said

Company by the City of Austin.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden,

Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and StecJc, If; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following:

* Austin, Texas, March 19,1928.

Mr. Adam R. Johnson,
City Manager.
City.

Dear Sir:

I wish to make application for a permit to install a gasoline pump and under-
ground storage tank at the drive-in filling station located at 1701 E. bth Street.
It is understood and agreed that this installation will be made in accordance with
the City Ordinance governing euoh installation.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd) 3. J. Larson. "

Also the following recommendation of the Safety Committee:

I

"Austin, Texas, March 22,1923

Hon. Mayor and City Council:

Gentlemen;

Te, your committee on the application of S. J. Larson asking permission to in-
stall and operate a drive-in gasoline filling station at 1701 East bth Street, make
the following report:

We, the committee, recommend that this permission be granted, subject to the
following conditions:

1. That all buildings and equipment shall be placed inside of the property line,
correct lines to be obtained before construction starts, or equipment installed.Lines
and grades to be obtained from the City i-ngineering Department for entrances and
driveways, building plans to be approved by the City Building Inspector.
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2. That ceiling of that portion of the building that extends over drive-
ways shall be covered with metal. Supports for portion extended over driveways
to be supported by brick or reinforced concrete pillars.

3* That gasoline storage tanks and pumps, and equipment used in connection
therewith shall be of an approved type, and shall bear the label of the National
Board of Fire Underwriters. All equipment to be installed in compliance with
City and State regulations governing such installations. All equipment to be
inspected and approved before being placed in service,

k. That gasoline pumps and other equipment used in connection with the
operation of a gasoline filling station shall be so located that cars receiving
service therefrom will not in any manner obstruct the sidewalk, street or alley-
way.

$. That electric lights only shall be used for lighting purposes, and all
electric wiring shall be done in compliance with regulations governing the wiring

J of gasolins filling stations, and shall be approved by the City Electrical Depart
ment.

6. That "No Smoking" signs shall be displayed at all times, and no person
shall be permitted to smoke or have any open flame on premises where gasoline
is sold or stored.

7* That there shall be kept in an accessible place at all times, a chemi-
cal fire extinguisher for emergency use.

S. That provision shall be made to take care of waste oils and water by
having the proper connections with atom or sanitary sewer. Connections to be
made under the supervision of the Oity Engineering Department.

9« That a plan of the filling station, showing the proposed location of
pumps, driveways, and methods of draining away waste water and oils shall be
filed with and approved by the Oity Engineer before the commencement of con-
struction.

In regards the application of Mr. S. J. Larson on 1701 East 6th
Street, beg to advise that this application should require the restriction that
a concrete curb shall be built on the property of the owner to separate the
sidewalk traffic from the area way used by the customers. This concrete curb
should be not less than 12 inches high and not less than IS inches wide.

(Sgd) Orin E. Metoalfe,
Oity -Engineer.

10* That permission shall be granted subject to the above conditions, and
the present and future rules and regulations and ordinances of the Oity of
Austin, Texas, applying to or regulating gasoline filling stations, and said
permission shall be held to be granted and accepted subject to all necessary,
reasonable and proper present and future regulations and ordinances of the
Oity of Austin, Texas, in the enforcement of proper police, traffic and fire
regulations, and the right of revocation is retained, if, after hearing, it is
found by the City Council that the said S. J. Larson has failed and refused and
will continue to fail and refuse to perform any such conditions, regulations
and ordinances*

(Sgd) J: E. Tfoody,
Fire Chief.

P.. F. Hookwood,
Fire Marshal

Approved; Orin S. Uetcalfe.
City Engineer.

(Sgd) Adam R. Johnson,
Oity Manager. CITY SAFETY CQltMITTEE. H

Councilman Pannell moved that permit be granted to said S. J* Larson,

subject to the above recommendations of the Safety Committee and the special

recommendation of the City Engineer contained therein. Motion was seconded by

Councilman Mueller, and same prevailed by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoPad-

den, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, ^; nays, none, Councilman Reed

absent.

Mayor UcFadder. laid before the Council the following:

"Austin, Texas, March 21,1926.

Mr. Adam R. Johnson,
City Manager,
City.

Dear Sir:

I wish to make application for a permit to erect a drive-in filling
station at the southeast corner of 6th and San Antonio Streets - such drive-in
filling station to be erected in accordance with all City Ordinances governing
the building of same.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd) 3T. T. Caswell,
By (Sgd) D. B. Johnson.11
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Also the following recommendation of the Safety Committee;

"Austin, Texas, March 22, 192g.

Hon. Mayor and City Council:

Gentlemen:

We, your committee on the application of W. T. Caswell asking permission to
install and operate a drive-in gasoline filling station at bth and San Antonio Streets
make the following report:

We, the committee, recommend that this permission be granted, subject to the
following conditions:

1. That all buildings and equipment shall be placed inoide of the property line,
correct lines to be obtained before construction starts, or equipment installed,
Lines and grades to be obtained from the City Engineering Department for entrances
and driveways, building plans to be approved by the City Building Inspector.

2. That ceiling of that portion of the building that extends over driveways shall
be covered with metal. Supports for portion extended over driveways to be supported
by brick or reinforced concrete pillars.

3. That gasoline storage tanks and pumps and equipment used in connection there-
with shall be of an approved type and shall beat the label of the. National Board of
Fire Underwriters. All equipment to be installed in compliance with City and State
regulations governing such installations. All equipment to be inspected and approved
before being placed in service.

If-. That gasoline pumps and other equipment used in connection with the operation
of a gasoline filling station ahall be BO located that cars receiving service there-
from will not in any manner obstruct the sidewalk, street or alleyway.

5. That electric lights only shall be used for lighting purposes, and all electric
wiring shall be done in compliance with regulations governing the wiring of gasoline
filling stations, and shall be approved by the City Electrical Department,

6. That "No Smoking** signs shall be displayed at all times and no person shall be
permitted to smoke or have any open flame on premises where gasoline is sold or
stored.

7. That there shall be kept in an accessible place at all times, a chemical fire
extinguisher/ for emergency uae.

8. That provision shall be made to take care of waste oils and water by having
the proper connections with storm or sanitary sewer. Connections to be made under
the supervision of the City Engineering Department.

9. That a plan of the filling station, showing the proposed location of pumps,
driveways, and methods of draining away waste water and oils shall be filed with and
approved by the City ̂ ngineer before the commencement of construction.

10* That permission shall be granted subject to the above conditions, and the
present and future rules and regulations and ordinances of the City of Austin.Texas,
applying to or regulating gasoline filling stations, and said permission shall be
held to be granted and accepted subject to all necessary, reasonable and proper
present and future regulations and ordinances of the City of Austin, Texas, in the
enforcement of proper police, traffic and fire regulations; and the right of
revocation is retained if, after hearing, it is found by the City Council that the
said ff. T. Oaswell has failed and refused, and will continue to fail and refuse to
perform any such conditions, regulations and ordinances.

i

i

Approved:

(Sgd) Adam H. Johnson,
City Manager.

(Sgd) J. E. ffoody,
Fire Chief.

H. F. Rookwood.
Fire Marshal

Orin E. Metcalfe,
City Engineer.

C1TT SAFETY COMMITTEE.

Councilman liueller moved that permit be granted, subject to the recommendations

of the Safety Committee. Councilman Steclt seconded the motion , and some prevailed

by the following; vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden, Councilman Mueller, Pannell, and Stecfc,

^; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Councilman Steclt moved that the expense account, in the amount of $̂ .50,

incurred by City Manager Johnson, Fire Chief Woody, and Superintendent tfater Lines

Davis, in a visit to San Antonio on official business, be approved and ordered paid.

Motion was seconded by Mayor McFedden and same prevailed by the following vote: Ayes,

Mayor McFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Stecfc, ^; nays, none, Councilman

Eeed absent.

i
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Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the improvements on Lot *K>, Outlot 19, Division MDH, were

assessed at $2,365.00 for the year 1927 against 0. A. Leisering; and

WHEREAS, it appears from attached Petition No* 21 that the valuation of

$2,365.00 was excessive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OP THS CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the above valuation be changed from $2,365.00 to $29115.009 and the

Aseessor and Collector be and he is hereby directed to change his rolls accord-

ingly .

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor

McFadden, Councilman Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, **•; nays, none, Councilman

Heed absent.

The Mayor laid before the Council the following resolution;

WHEREAS, on Assessment No. 7627, Lot No. 1, Block 1, J. E. Bouldin

Addition , was assessed against M. J. Mottaster for the year 1927 at a valuation

of $195.00; and

WHEREAS, It appears from attached Petition No. 27 that said valuation

was excessive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED SY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the above assessment be changed from $195*00 to $100.00 , and the

Assessor and Collector be and he is hereby Instructed to change his rolls

aooordingly.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayee, Mayor

MoFadden, Councilman Mueller, Pannell, and 3tec*, *t; nays, none, Councilman

Reed absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

WHEREAS, on Assessment No. 115̂ 7* personal property was assessed

against H* T. Knape in the amount of $13*300.00 for the year 1927; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Petition No. 22, hereto attached, that Raid

valuation was excessive,

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THS CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the valuation of said property for taxable purposes for the year

1927 be changed from $13,300.00 to $9,335.00, and the City Tax Assessor and

Collector be and he is hereby instructed to correct his rolls accordingly and

to take credit therefor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor

McFadden, Councilraen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, ^; nays, none, Councilman Reed

absent.

Mayor McFadden laid before the Council the following resolution:

'.7HZREAS, on Assessment No. 6*4-55. improvements on Lot *4-, Block *K3,

Plat No. 11, were assessed against C. 1. Kreisle in the amount of $11,0*40,00

for the year 1927; and

WH2RSAS, it appears from Petition No. 19, hereto attached, that said

valuation wac excessive,
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Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OOUNOIL OF THE OITY Of AUSTIN:

That the valuation on said improvements be changed from $11,0̂ 0.00 to IS.400.00,

and the Oity Tax Assessor and Collector be and he is hereby instructed to correct his

rolls accordingly, and to take credit therefor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote; Ayes, Mayor MoFadden,

Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, 4; nays, none, Councilman Rood abaent.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following reoolutiom

WHEREAS, on Assessment No. 6795, a Dodge truck was assessed against O.O.Lindahl

for year 1927 at a valuation of (300.00; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Petition No. 23, hereto attached, that said valuation

was excessive;

Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE OITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN!

That the valuation on said Dodge truck be changed from $300*00 to 060*00,

and the Oity Tax Assessor and Collector be and he is hereby instructed to correct his

roiie accordingly, and to take credit therefor.

The above.resolution waa adopted by the following vote; Ayes, Mayor UoFadden,

Councilman Mueller, Pannell, and Stock, ^; naye, none. Councilman Reed abaent.

Mayor UoFadden laid before the Council the following resolution;

WHEREAS, personal property wae aeeeaeed, on Assessment No. 1068, against

Isaac Bledaoe at a valuation of $10,855*00 for the year 1927; and

WHEREAS, it appears from Petition No. 10 that aaid valuation was excessive,

THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

That the valuation of said property for taxable purposes for the year 1927

be changed from $10,855*00 to $9,260.00, and that the Oity Tax Assessor and Collector

be and he is hereby instructed to correct his rolls accordingly and to take credit

therefor.

The above resolution was adopted by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden,

Ooun oilmen Uueller, Pannell, and Steojc, ^; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden moved that the following ordinance, entitled, "AN ORDINANCE

PROHIBITING THS STANDING OF INTERURBAN MOTOR BUSSES UPON THE STREETS AND PUBLIC

PLAGES OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN, AND PROVIDING A PENALTY", which had been introduced at

the last regular meeting and laid over, be withdrawn. Motion was seconded by Coun-

cilman Mueller, and same prevailed by the following vote: Ayeo, Mayor MoFadden,

Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Stock, k\ nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

Mayor MoFadden then introduced the following amended ordinance!

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
STANDING OF INTEHURBAN MOTOR
BUSSES UPON THE STREETS AND
PUBLIC PLACES OF THE OITY OF
AUSTIN, AND PROVIDING A PENALTY .

The above ordinance was read the first time and laid over.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following ordinance, which had

been read at last regular meeting and laid over:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE
ENTITLED "AN ORDIHANOE DECLARING
ffHKN TAXES DUE THE CITY OF AUSTIN
SHALL BECOME DELINQUENT, PROVIDING
THAT SAMS SHALL THEREAFTER BEAR
INTEREST, ASSESSING A PENALTY FOR
DEFAULT THEREAFTER,AND REPEALING
ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH
THIS ORDINANCE.

I

I

I
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The ordinance was read second time and Councilman Mueller moved that

the rule be suspended and the ordinance passed to Its third reading. Motion

was seconded by Councilman Steok and same prevailed by the following vote:

Ayes, Mayor MoFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and Steck, ̂ ; nays, none,

Councilman Heed absent.

The ordinance was read the third time and Councilman Mueller moved that

same be finally passed* Motion was seconded by Councilman Steok and same

prevailed by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor MoFadden, Councilmen Mueller,

Pannell, and Steok, **•; nays, none, Councilman Heed absent.

Mayor MoFadden laid before the Council the following communication from

the Austin Dam, Inc. ;

"Austin, Texas, March 22,1928.

TO THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL,

Austin, Texas*

Gentlemen;

On the 10th day of March, 1928, the Austin Dam, Inc. received through

the mail a copy of the Resolution passed by Tour Honorable Body on March 1st,

1928, demanding that it complete the Dam on the Colorado River, and its

appurtenances, and begin to use the rights and privilegee granted by, and

perform the obligations expressed in, a Franchise granted to William D.

Johnson; and that it show whether or not it oould and would proceed to the

use of such Franchise and privileges; and notifying it that In the event of

its failure or refusal, within thirty days therefrom, to proceed to the

epeoifio performance of the said Franchise-Contract, or satisfy the City that

it is able and willing, and will, within a reasonable time, proceed to carry

out and complete the work provided for in said Franchise, the City Attorney

of the City of Austin should institute proceedings in the proper court, for the

purpose of annulling and setting aside all of the rights and privileges granted

the said ffilliam D. Johnson and his assigns, to construct, operate, and main-

tain aaid Dam, eto.

This Company is further advised that prior to the passage of said

Resolution, and upon the formal request of the City Council, the Honorable

J. Bouldln Hector, City Attorney, and the Honorable Ike D. White, a member of

the Austin Bar, after a thorough investigation of said Franchise-Contract, and

consideration of the facts and circumstances attending the execution of said

Contract, as well as those that have transpired since its execution, submitted

written opinions to the City Council, holding that said Johnson Franchise was

a valid and subsisting contract, and that the City of Austin, as well as the

Austin Dam, Inc. as successor to the rights of the said Johnson, and his

assigns, were severally bound and obligated by its terms and provisions.

As you are aware, the rights and properties now owned and held by the

Austin Dam, Inc. were acquired on the 9th day of May, 1922, at a foreclosure

sale ordered by the Honorable Duval TFest, Judge of the United States District

Court for the Western District of Texas, Austin Division,in cause #292-ln

Equity, styled the New York Trust Company, et al. vs. the City Water Power

Company, et al, wherein complainants sought and obtained a foreclosure of a

lien on the rights and properties secured to the said William D. Johnson and
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assigns, under the contract aforementioned, created by a deed of trust executed to

secure the payment of certain bonds and obligations issued to the owner by complain-

ants, in which default had been made in the performance of certain covenants and

conditions contained in said deed of trust and bonds*

You are further aware that in said proceedings the City of Austin, toy inter-

vention, voluntarily made itself a party to said cause, and on various and sundry

grounds alleged in its Plea of Intervention, and by an appropriate prayer sought to

cancel and annul said Contract, and all rights, privileges and franchises granted and

secured to the said William D. Johnson, and hie assigns, thereunder.

You are further aware that in disposing of said Plea and Intervention, and in

denying the relief sought by the City of Austin, it was adjudged and decreed by said

Honorable Court as follows, to-wit:

"It having been demonstrated , and it appearing to the satis-
faction of the Court that it was, and is, impracticable, if
not impossible, for the Defendant, City water Power Company.
to complete said Dam, according to the plans and specifications
furnished by Defendant, the City water Power Company, and
approved by the Defendant , City of Austin, it is ordered,
adjudged and decreed that the delay of the said Defendant,
City Water Power Company, in completing said Dam was excusable,
and it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the
Defendant, City Water Power Company, and the purchaser or
purchasers of said Dam, its appurtenances and property, sold
under the decree, are entitled to a reasonable time after said
sale within which to carry out the terms and provisions of said
franchise.

That the prayer of the City of Austin, in its cross complaint
herein, that the said Ordinance-Contract existing between the
City of Auetin and the City Water Power Company, hereinbefore
referred to, should be decreed to be annulled, be, and the
same is hereby denied, and its prayer that the rights, privi-
leges and franchises contained in said Ordinance granted to
the said William D. Johnson, and by said Johnson assigned to
the City Water Power Company, be forever held at naught, be,
and the same is, hereby denied. "

You are further aware that in reserving jurisdiction In said cause for the

purpose of making a final disposition of "all questions, issues, matters and things"

not thereby disposed of, it was ordered, adjudged and decreed ae follows, to-wit:

"All questions, issues, matters and things not hereby disposed
of, including the discharge of the Receiver, and the statement
and settlement of his accounts, are hereby reserved by the Court
for its further adjudication, and any party to this cause may
at any time apply to this Court for further relief at the foot
of this decree, in respect to the matters not herein specifically
provided for-"

Of necessity, the very learned and reputable Attorneys, mentioned above, after

a full investigation and careful consideration of the law and facts with reference

thereto, in advising you that in their opinion the so-called Johnson Franchise was

a valid and subsisting contract, and that the City of Austin, and the Austin Dam,Inc.

were severally bound and obligated by its terms and provisions), concluded that "a

reasonable time after said eale within which to carry out the terms and provisions

of eaid Franchise" allowed by the terms of the decree quoted above to the purchaser

or purchasers at the foreclosure sale therein ordered, had not expired, and that

under the circumstances, notwithstanding the "terms and provisions of said Franchise"

had not been carried out, no act or acts had been omitted or committed by the Austin

Dam, Inc. which in their opinion would entitle the City of Austin to declare or seek

a forfeiture of the rights, privileges and franchises which they found were vested

in the Austin Dam, Inc.

In these circumstances, the Austin Dam, Inc. respectfully submits to Your

Honorable Body that the action taken in passing said Resolution was ill advised, and

in violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of the decree rendered in the cause

I

I

i
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mentioned above; and that the thirty day period allowed this Company in which

"to proceed to the specific performance of said Franchise-Contract, or satisfy

the City that it is able and willing, and will within a reasonable time proceed

to carry out and complete the work provided for in said Franchise", and that

upon its failure or refusal so to do "the City Attorney of the City of Austin

should institute proceedings in the proper court, for the purpose of annulling

and setting aside all of the rights and privileges heretofore granted said

ffilliam D. Johnson and his assigns, to construct, operate and maintain said

Dam, and furnish the power produced by said Dam to the City of Austin, and

further to take over the Dam and its appurtenances, in satisfaction of damages

sustained by the City of Austin on account of the breach of said Contract % was,

and is, arbitrary and unreasonable, and grossly inequitable, in that it appears

that the passage of such Resolution was the first notice or demand made by the

City of Austin of this Company that it complete said Dam and appurtenances in

accordance with said Johnson Contract; and in that no effort or attempt has

been made by the City of Austin to agree with this Company upon any revision or

modification of the plans and specifications approved by the Oity of Austin,

referred to in said decree, and which by the express terms of said decree were

declared to be "impracticable if not impossible11 of performance.

And this Company further submits that the enforcement of said arbitrary

and unreasonable notice and demand would result in spoliation and confiscation

of Its properties, rights, privileges and franchises, which were expressly

vested in it as a purchaser at said foreclosure sale by the terms of said decree

and were expressly recognized and declared to constitute valid and subsisting

rights by the Honorable City Attorney of the City of Austin immediately prior to

the passage of said Resolution,, to which this Company could not be expected to

submit, and to which it will not submit, until after it has exhausted all legal

and proper means of protecting and preserving its rights in the premises.

This Company has not been unmindful of its obligations under the Johnson

Contract* Soon after it became the purchaser at said foreclosure sale, it

undertook an intensive study of the problems and difficulties to be overcome in

the completion of said Dam and appurtenances, as contemplated by said Contract*

On investigation it found that while its predecessors in title had expended

large sums of money and had practically completed said Dam, and had installed

the hydro electric equipment provided for in said Contract, as the result of

conditions beyond their and its control, portions of said Dam and structures

had been destroyed, and the whole foundation had become insecure, so that it

was impossible to make said Dair. and structures reasonably permanent without an

expenditure of the same, if not a greater, sum than had already been expended

by its predecessors.

That it further found that, due to the obstruction in the Ri\*er, caused

by said Dam while intact, and the parts that remained, debris, silt, sand, etc.

had accumulated in the River above the Dam in such quantities as to greatly

impair, if not destroy, the storage capacity in the Lake that it was anticipated

would be created and maintained as the result of the Dam when the Johnson Con-

tract was executed.
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That it was further found, because of the seasonal character of the stream,the

extreme drouths prevalent in that section, and the destruction of the storage capacity

in said reservoir, that the power that could be developed through said Dam and appur-

tenances would generate far leas electrical power and energy than was, or could have

been anticipated by the parties at the time said contract was made; and that, in

addition thereto, the requirements of the Oity of Austin for electrical power and

energy greatly exceeded the amount then required, or any amount that could have been

reasonably anticipated, and that, therefore, said City would be compelled to provide

and maintain such generating capacity as would be required to meet its maximum

demand.

Upon examination of said Contract, it was found that in consideration of the

payments to be made by the City of Austin specified therein, Johnson and his assigns,

among other things, guaranteed that there could be developed through said Dam and

appurtenances sufficient power to generate a minimum amount per month of electric

energy, and that in the event such minimum amount of energy was not generated during

any given month, that there should be credited on any sums due and owing by the City

of Austin a sum equivalent to 1.S1 cents per kilowatt hour of such deficit, provided

that in the operation of said plant, and in order to get the maximum power, the City

of Austin should draw down or reduce the level of the Lake created by said Dam to the

maximum of 18 feet. That because of the accumulation of debris, silt, sand, etc. it

would be physically impossible for the elevation of said Lake to be effectively

lowered more than 10 feet, and that if it were lowered to this maximum, from time to

time, and particularly during the dry seasons, said Lake would be completely drained.

That it was further found that if the maximum power that could be developed

through a dam and appurtenances constructed, maintained and operated, as contemplated

by the Johnson Contract, were developed and converted into electrical power and

energy, that the cost of such electric power and energy to the City of Austin, under

the terms of said Contract, would be in excess of the reasonable value of such

electric power and energy, and in excess of the cost at which such power and energy

could be procured from sources now available.

That in these circumstances, and in an earnest desire to co-operate with the

City of Austin in working out a revision or modification of the Johnson Contract,and

particularly of the plans and specifications upon which said Dam should be constructed,

which would be to the mutual benefit of all parties concerned, and particularly which

would save, in part at least, the large expenditures made by this Company, and its

predecessors, in a bone fide effort to perform and carry out the terms of said

Contract, this Company, as it understands, in accordance with the wishes and desires

of the Oity of Austin, granted to the Texas Power A Light Company an option to

purchase its properties, rights, privileges and franchises, and from time to time

extended said option, with the understanding and agreement that the Texas Power &

Light Company would immediately avail itself of its highly skilled and experienced

engineers in making a thorough, careful and technical investigation and survey of

said Dam and structures, including all of the available data pertaining to the flow

of the Colorado River, with the view of determining and recommending, in collaboration

with the City of Austin and its Engineers, some feasible and practicable plan of

rehabilitation of said Daa and Structures, and of performing and carrying out said

Contract in such a way as would be of mutual benefit to all parties concerned, and,

I

I
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I
particularly, ae would supply to the City of Austin, at a reasonable cost, and

in any event at a cost less than Its cost of production through an isolated

plant, of euch electric power and energy as would be required for the operation

of its eleotire distribution.

In this spirit, and for this purpose, this Company kept itself advised

from time to time of the investigation and study being made and conducted by

the Texas Power & Light Company and its representatives, and particularly of

the negotiations and discussions between the representatives of that Company

and yourselves, and predecessors in office, and were advised that on the 30th

day of June, 1926, an Ordinance had been passed by your predecessors in office,

wherein the Texas Power & Light Company had agreed to acquire by purchase the

rights, privileges and franchises of this Company, and to proceed, within a

limited time to the rehabilitation of said Dam, structures and appurtenances,

and to supply, at the price stipulated, for a term of twenty-five years, from

its interconnected transmission system, said hydro electric generating station,

and the City's steam plant, all of the electric power and energy required by

the City.of Austin for the operation of its electric distribution system.

That it was later advised that, at your request, ito proposal to your

predecessors had been withdrawn, and said ordinance had been repealed, with

the assurance that negotiations would be resumed between yourselves and

representatives of said Company, in an effort to work out a more satisfactory

plan for the rehabilitation of said Dam and structures , and supply of

electric power and energy to the City along the general lines submitted in the

original proposal of said Company, and provided for in said Ordinance.

This Company is further advised by the Texas Power & Light Company, and

its representatives,'that, notwithstanding it has stood ready and willing to

resume said negotiations, and to make a reasonable agreement under which it

would undertake to rehabilitate said Dam and structures, and to supply all of

the electric power and energy at reasonable rates, that would be required in

the operation of the City's electric distribution system, and to use its best

efforts and skill in reconstructing said Dam, structures and appurtenances, at

a cost of approximately $1,000,000.00, and provide a lake that would be

available for use by the City of Austin and its citizens for resort and

recreational purposes, your Honorable Body has refused to resume said negotia-

tions, or to consider any plan 1'or the rehabilitation and completion of said

Dam and structures, other than that provided for in said Johnson Contract.

, You are further advised that if, by appropriate resolution, reasonable

time is allowed for an investigation and determination of whether or not it

would be practicable or possible to complete said Dam according to the Johnson

Contract, this Company stands ready and wiling, either to make or cause to be

made such investigation and study, in a bona fide effort to ascertain if such

completion is practicable or possible; but candor compels it to say that from

the investigation and research already made, and from knowledge gained through

experience, which was not available at the time the Contract was made, and

because of conditions which have subsequently arisen, without the fault of anyone

that in its opinion it is neither desirable nor practicable to complete said

Dana and structures according to the Johnson Contract, and that such completion



would be contrary to the beat interests of the City of Austin.

77HSREFORE, this Company respectfully prays that said resolution, notice

and demand be rescinded, and that in any event the time therein stipulated be

extended for one year, or for such reasonable time as your Honors may deem proper

in the premises; and, in no event, that steps be taken to cancel or annul the

rights, privileges and franchises now held by this Company. I
Respectfully yours,

AUSTIN DAM, INC.

By (Sgd) Guy A. Collett,

Local Representative. "

The above communication was read and ordered filed.

Councilman Mueller moved that the Council recess, subject to call of the

Mayor. Motion was seconded by Councilman Steck and same prevailed by the following

vote; Ayes, Mayor McFadden, Oounoilmen Mueller, Pannell, and SteoJc, If-; nays, none,

Councilman Reed absent.

The Council then recessed*

Approve
Mayor

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL:

Austin. Texas. March 29. 19SS,

The Meeting was called to order by the Mayor* Roll call showed the following

members present: Mayor UcFadden, Councilmen Mueller, Pannell, and 3tec*, ̂ ; absent,

Councilman Reed.

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and Councilman Stecfc moved the

adoption of same. Motion was seconded by Councilman Mueller, and same prevailed

by the following vote: Ayes, Mayor McFadden, Oouncilmen Mueller, Pannell, and

Steclc, ^; nays, none, Councilman Reed absent.

The Mayor laid before the Council for its second reading the following ordi-

nance:

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE
STANDING OF IHTERURBAN MOTOR
BUSSES UPON THE STREETS AND
PUBLIC PLACES OF THE CITY OF
AUSTIN, AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.

The above ordinance was read the second time and laid over.

liayor -ilcFadden laid before the Council the following communication from the

President of the Board of Trustees of the Austin Public Schools: I
"Austin, Texe.s, March 26, 1923.

To the Honorable liayor and City Council,
Austin, Texas.

Gentlemen:

The Board of the Austin Public Schools at a special meeting held this day,


