
Don’t Kit-Nap Me! 

The urge   

to scoop up 

wee kittens 

can be so 

strong... 

...But There 

is no    

substitute 

for mom!   

/ = 

Young kittens 

rely on mom 

for milk and 

to learn how 

to cat 

Found some kittens? Let’s look at 

their age and health to determine next 

steps... 

Vol. 3  

Kitten Invasion! 



Vol. 3  

0-2 Weeks  

Eyes still 

closed or 

just begin-

ning to open 

3-4 Weeks  

Eyes open 

and alert; 

starting to 

5-6 Weeks  

Very mobile 

and talka-

tive; can eat 

7-8 Weeks  

Very active 

and playful; 

9+ Weeks  

Very active 

and playful; 

<4 week old kittens Have a 

much lower survival rate with-

out mom. They need this time 

with her.  

As hard as it is (they’re so 

soft!) leave healthy tiny cuties 

alone.  

See    to tell if mom’s caring 

for them.   

At 5-8 weeks, kit-

tens are becoming 

weaned from their 

mom &  they are 

starting to eat 

solid food. They 

are also the per-

fect age to be so-

cialized. 

This is the best 

time to act.   

After 8 weeks, 

kittens pretty 

much know how 

they feel about 

people– and it 

can be hard to 

socialize them. 

Get them fixed 

ASAP before 

they can have a 

litter of their 

own. 

Get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… 

Get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… 

Get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed… 

Get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed...get mom cat fixed… 

Get mom cat fixed… get mom cat fixed...get mom cat fixed…  

subliminal messaging 

Unhealthy kittens 

are thin, dirty, 

and crying. 

 

Sick kittens need 

help at any age!  

Skip ahead to  

Healthy kittens are plump, 

clean, & quiet...  

Use the chart below to guide you 
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* Cats must be from Austin/       

unincorporated Travis County. 

Outside Austin? tnrtexas.com 

* Adult cats must arrive in hard 

carriers or humane traps. 

* Don’t forget mom! AAC will  

spay her for free. 

pet.resources@austintexas.gov     

Questions?  

Bring to Austin 

Animal Center  

Bring kittens which are sick, injured, 

or >5 weeks old to AAC: 

Monday-Friday  

11am-6pm  

7201 Levander Loop   

Austin, TX 78702  

* Don’t bring mom in solo before 

kittens are weaned. 

Need help trapping?

bit.ly/wefixatx 

If kittens are plump, 

clean and quiet. mom is 

caring for them! She’s 

nearby… Even if you   

don’t see her.  

 

Mom frequently leaves the 

nest to hunt. she also 

doesn’t want predators to 

know where her babies 

are, so she may be laying 

low.     

Place a ring of flour 

around the kittens. 

Check back in 6 hours 

for mom’s footprints.  

Is mom caring for them? 
Don’t be a helicopter! Mom 

could get weirded out and 

move them… 

Let’s go, 

girls! 

If mom returns, wait until 

kittens are 5-6 weeks old  

before bringing the whole   

family in. if she doesn’t… 

Austin Animal Center  

2 

1 

Want to foster? 

* Healthy Kittens and 

mom cats may be eligible 

for  AAC’s  finder to 

foster program! Visit 

bit.ly/AACfindertofoster 

To learn more! 

 

 


