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Guess What? We’re #1 for Wildlife! 



Certified NWF Habitats 
• 106 new Certified 

Wildlife Habitats in 
2014 

• 2154 Certified Wildlife 
Habitats in Austin 
total! 





OVERVIEW 

• Much of the population growth is flowing into 
traditionally natural areas 

– This has created the wildland/urban interface 

– This encroachment into forests, grasslands, and 
farms have put lives and properties at risk 

 



Habitat Fragmentation  



What Does This Mean? 



If you’re in the WUI… think 
wildfire mitigation! 





• Within 30 to 100 feet 
from the home: 
– Establish vegetation 

consisting of plants that are 
low growing, well-irrigated, 
and less flammable 

– Tree can exist in this area, 
with a distance of 10 feet 
between crowns 

 

• Within 30 feet from the 
home: 

– This area should be well-
irrigated, pruned, and 
fertilized 

– Make use of drought 
resistant native plants 



• Beyond 100 feet from the home: 

– Vegetation should be thinned out and heavy 
accumulations of debris (dead wood or branches) 
should be removed 

– Canopies of tall trees should not be touching 

 



• Fires start and burn rapidly in fuels like 
grasses 

– This provides a path for trees to burn 

• Topography is an important 
consideration for landscaping  

– Slope is important to a wildfire’s spread 

• Regional weather patterns, such as wind, 
are important to keep in mind 

• Wildfires are cyclic in nature, so  
the local fire history is important  
when landscaping 

 

 



DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 
 
Elements of Landscaping 
• Function- most important factor 

– The function of the landscaping and how it will serve the individual 
should be a primary concern, and well as proper maintenance 

• Fit with nature and locale 
– The landscaping needs to fit in with nature and the environment 

• Financial considerations 
– The landscaping needs to be affordable to the owner 
– Most importantly, maintenance must be kept up with for the 

lifetime of the home 

• Fun, aesthetics, and beauty 
– The landscape needs to look appealing  
– Balancing nature, human needs, and safety 

 



Site Analysis of Property 
and Structures- 
 

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 
 

• Landscaping design is one of the most 
important factors in a home’s survival 

• Consider these fire safety issues:  
– Location of the home on the lot 
– If the home is located on a steep 

slope 
• Information on the terrain, native 

vegetation, winds, seasonal weather, 
and the history of wildfires will 
contribute to the design and 
instillation 

• Firewise landscapes use metal fencing 
materials to reduce flammability.  
Grow vines on a metal fence to create 
a “Green Fence” which could help 
stop a wildfire. 
 



Plant Selection 
 

• Characteristics of fire resistant 
plants are: 

– Low amount of duff 

– High water retention/moisture 
content (such as vines) 

– High salt retention 

– Large leaves 

– Lack of aromatic oils 

– Low fuel volume 

– Height and spread that fits in the 
area 

 



Fire Resistance in Plants 
• All plants are flammable, but 

some plants are more fire 
resistant than others. 
 

• It is best to avoid plants such as 
sage, pine and juniper which 
contain volatile oils or resins and 
are extremely flammable. 
 

• Plants should also be drought 
tolerant (think NATIVE!), and 
have deep roots 

 

Credit: Firewise Landscaping. Brochure developed by Brett Van Paepeghem, Roger Rosentreter, and Ann DeBolt. 2010 BLM/ID/GI-10/004+5320 



Placement and Grouping 

 

• Plants should be widely spaced in the zone 50-
200 feet from the house 

• Vegetation within 30 feet of the house should be 
less than 18 inches high and watered regularly 

• Use barriers like driveways, walks, and masonry 
walls to retard fires 

• Stone “fire breaks”  

• No continuous wooden fence 

• (no “wick” for the fire) 

 



Placement and Grouping 

 

• Native flowers and shrubs can be placed in the zone 
30 feet from the house and should be well spaced 
and maintained 

– Feeders for squirrels, hummingbirds, and butterflies are a 
good substitute 

• Larger native trees can be placed outside the 30 foot 
zone and should be trimmed regularly so the 
canopies do not touch 

– Any dead trees and downed limbs should be disposed of 
properly 

 



• Proper maintenance is key to keeping landscaping Firewise 

• Pruning, watering, and plant health are the most important 
elements 

• Remember these important points about maintenance: 
– Brush and cuttings should be properly disposed of 

– Clean under decks and porches  

– Fertilizing is also important for maintaining healthy landscapes 

• Shrubs should be well placed to break up the fire ladder 

• Remove and mow dry grass and weeds 

 

MAINTENANCE 



Before Fire Season 
• Remove pine needles and leaves from the roof, gutters, and 

the ground 

• Prune trees 6 to 10 feet from the ground 

• Remove any dead wood 

• Dispose of yard clippings and debris 

 

 

• Mow regularly and dispose of clippings 

• Store and use flammable liquids properly 

• Use fertilizers properly 

 

 

During Fire Season 

MAINTENANCE 



CREATE A WILDLIFE FRIENDLY 
HABITAT 

A wildlife friendly habitat should include food, water, shelter, and a place 
to raise their young. 

 



…Encourage Certification  
According to NWF you need 5 things to get a property certified: 

1. Food – Seeds, Nectar, Fruit (provided by native plants) 

2. Water – Bird bath, Pond, Backyard Creek 

3. Shelter – Thickets, Rock Piles, etc 

4. Places to Raise Young – Large Trees, Host Plants, Nesting Boxes 

5. Sustainable Gardening Practices – Mulching, Compost, etc. 

 

 



Incorporating Native Food Sources 



Incorporating Water 



Incorporating Cover 



Places to Raise Young 



Sustainable Gardening Practices 



HOW IT WORKS… 
 

Certify new backyard habitats through the National Wildlife 
Federation certification (contact wildlife@austintexas.gov for a 
pre-paid application form worth $20) 

 

Getting Certified… 

mailto:wildlife@austintexas.gov


Landscape Principles for Wildlife  

• Encourage Diversity  

 

• Use Layers 

  

• Pay Attention to Edges  

 

• Use Native Plants 

 



Diversity  



Edges  



Layering and Edges  



How to Help? 

• Use Native/Adapted Plants 

• Choose Plants with diverse colors 

• Choose flowers with different shapes and sizes 

• Select plants with varying heights and growth 
habits and flowering times 

• Include plants that provide for butterfly larva 
as well as nectar and pollen producing 
flowering plants  

 



Native Plants 
  

• Native—plants here prior to European 
settlement  

• Adapted—plants that arrived after European 
settlement but have adapted to this region.  

• Invasive– plants the spread aggressively 
outside of its native habitat 

• Exotic—opposite of native   

• Exotic Invasive--  plants spread aggressively 
outside of its native habitat.  



•  American Beautyberry – Callicarpa americana 
 
‒ Grows well in moister conditions 
‒ Good shade plant 
‒ Beautiful berries in late summer/fall 
‒ Great for wildlife! 



•  Coralberry – Symphoricarpos orbiculatus 
 
‒ Does well in moist soil 
‒ Has beautiful magenta berries in the fall and winter 
‒ Great option for ground cover 
‒ Great for birds 
 



•  Fall Obedient Plant – Physostegia virginiana 
 
‒ Very tolerant of most soil types 
‒ Great nectar source  
‒ Can be aggressive but easy to keep in check 

 
 



• Big Muhly – Muhlenbergia lindheimeri 
 
‒ Well-behaved clump grass 
‒ Needs little water 
‒ Beautiful fluffy seed heads in the fall 

 
 



• Milkweed – Asclepias sp. 
 
‒ Several species to chose from 
‒ Generally flowers earlier but the tropical kind is still going 
‒ Provides food to monarch caterpillars  
‒ Great to have in your garden year round! 

 
 



• Sunflowers – Helianthus sp. 
 
‒ Generally bloom earlier 
‒ Seed heads have great wildlife value! 

 
 



Examples and Resources 



Join Our Fall Habitat Steward / Urban Forest Steward Training 
September 12th -October 17th - and the first class is free! 
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/wildlife-austin 

You’ll Learn About: 
  

• How to Create Wildlife Friendly Habitats  
• Native and Invasive Plants  
• Landscape Design Principles  
• Water Conservation  
• Riparian Restoration Techniques 
• Beneficial Insects 
• Community Stewardship 
• Schoolyard Habitat Projects 
• Native and Local Wildlife  
• Invasive Plant Ecology and Management  
• Riparian Habitat Restoration 
• Tree Care and Tree Diseases 
• Tree ID and Common Tree Pests 
• Cost: $59 for Habitat Steward Track, $99 for Urban Forest Steward Track, 

$125 for both! 
 
 



Questions?? 

Meredith Gray/LaJuan D. Tucker  
wildlife@austintexas.gov 

512-974-9454 

For more information visit our website: 

http://www.austintexas.gov/department/wildlife-austin 
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