II.
Guiding Principles for Austin’s Water Choices
Based on public testimony presented at our meetings and our own collective decades of experience in water resources management and planning, Austin Water Resource Planning Task Force recommends the following guiding principles to guide our community decision to management and  secure water for our future:
--Water to meet basic human needs must be affordable for every Austin resident. 

--Water to meet the needs of homes, businesses, and industry must be reliably sourced.
--Water supplies should be locally sourced and water use should reflect the locally available supply. Water to supplement Austin’s Highland Lakes supply should be developed from localized projects using Aquifer Storage and Recover or brackish water desalination before water from other areas is imported. 
-- Conservation and re-use should be a higher priority to meet Austin’s water demands than investing in new water supplies from areas outside of Austin. Saving water, or reducing demand, is widely recognized as the most reliable, affordable, and sustainable way to meet water demands. Building a water efficient economy should take priority over expensive, capital and energy-intensive, and environmentally harmful water supply expansions. 
--Water management strategies should further the City’s goal of developing a new culture of water stewardship, reducing per capita potable water use, and encouraging reuse and efficiency.

--In developing this new culture of water stewardship, broad participation and social equity are essential.

--Water management strategies must be environmentally sustainable and cost-effective.
-- Several water demand strategies must be implemented to achieve the most effective results, including aggressive water conservation before emergency conditions develop.
--The City must invest in demand-management strategies, in addition to supply augmentation strategies, to effectively achieve a significant reduction in water demand.
-- City efforts to diversify water supply sources should not come at the expense of affordability, sustainability, and City environmental protection goals.. 

--Water management strategies must be consistent with the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan, particularly the goal of directing development away from development the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer watershed and building an economy that is both water and energy efficient and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.
--The City must act in coordination with and take into account the concerns of neighboring communities when considering water management strategies that may impact their water resources. 
-- The City must act in concert with LCRA and other LCRA firm water contract holders to assure an LCRA water management plan that accurately reflects best estimates of future hydrology in watersheds contributing to Colorado River flows and the firm yield of the Highland Lakes water supply. Failure to do this leaves Austin vulnerable to spending a lot of resources for supplemental supplies only to have any differences in Austin’s demands on the lakes absorbed by other LCRA water customers.
--  The cost of electrical energy will be higher during drought conditions. Austin must consider the linked implications of water demands and electrical production management.
--  Our water supply options must consider the implications of decisions affecting the natural environment, Austin’s urban forest canopy, spring, creek, and river flows, and the myriad human and nonhuman lives that depend upon them.
__-- Austin values its urban gardens and farms, and the food security and independence that they represent. For the widest possible range of drought conditions, water to irrigate locally-produced food should be available.
--Austin Water Utility’s historical business and financing model based on revenue from water commodity sales biases decisions in favor of supply options to the detriment of demand management. The vision, inspiration, and management of Austin’s water demand strategy must be come from outside these historical commodity-based business and financial frames. 
