VI.
Codes and Ordinances
Water conservation and diversification of water supply sources are priorities for the City and are fundamental responsibilities shared by all of its departments, operations, and facilities. These objectives should be reflected in the City’s codes and ordinances, policies, and other guidance documents. Revisions to existing ordinances and development of new ordinances may be warranted to achieve the City’s goal of developing a culture of water stewardship and acknowledging the true value of water. Where feasible, such measures should be implemented as expeditiously as possible.
For example, the Watershed Protection Department recently concluded, and the City recently enacted, Phase 1 of a new Watershed Protection Ordinance, including over 220 improvements to the Land Development Code. The purpose of the WPO is, in part, to improve creek and floodplain protection and improve the overall health of the watershed.
The Watershed Protection Department has now commenced Phase 2 of the WPO revisions, which explores water quality control measures that incorporate beneficial use of stormwater. This Phase 2 process provides the Watershed Protection Department with an opportunity to ensure that the principles of water conservation and enhancement of water supply sources are prioritized in their development of ordinance revisions. 
Similarly, in 2010, the Landscaping Ordinance was revised, but further revisions are still warranted. As the City moves toward becoming a more effective water steward, it should evaluate and revise the Landscaping Ordinance to ensure that it is consistent with the City’s water conservation objectives and maximizes water reuse options.
Innovative water conservation measures, such as residential gray water reuse, have been explored by the City, and pilot projects are underway. The City should continue in pursuing these new strategies, and should invest more resources to expeditiously evaluate and implement them.

CodeNEXT provides an additional opportunity to prioritize water management strategies, such as water reuse, in the City’s Land Development Code.  

In short, effective water management strategies may be achieved via regulatory measures, with relatively minimal capital investment. Accordingly, water management should be a guiding principle implemented by all City departments. 

