II.
Guiding Principles for Austin’s Water Choices
In developing this set of recommendations, the Austin Water Resource Planning Task Force implemented the following guiding principles:

--Water management strategies include measures that achieve a reduction in water demand, as well as increased water supply. 

--Water management strategies should further the City’s goal of developing a new culture of water stewardship, reducing per capita potable water use, and encouraging reuse and efficiency.

--In developing this new culture of water stewardship, broad participation and social equity are essential.

--Water management strategies must be environmentally sustainable and cost-effective.
-- Several water demand strategies must be implemented to achieve the most effective results, including aggressive water conservation before emergency conditions develop.
--The City must invest in demand-management strategies, in addition to supply augmentation strategies, to effectively achieve a significant reduction in water demand.
--The City must expand its efforts to diversify water supply sources for long-term and reliability planning. 

--Water management strategies must be consistent with Imagine Austin, particularly the goal of reducing the impact of development in environmentally sensitive watershed areas, such as Barton Springs and the Edwards Aquifer.
--The City must act in coordination with and take into account the concerns of neighboring communities when considering water management strategies that may impact their water resources. 
