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A Year for US Weather 

Extremes 



Worst Short Term Drought 

in Texas History 

Driest October-September on record 

with 11.18 inches. Normal is 29.11.  

Record low was 13.91 inches 

Oct 1955-Sep 1956.  



Texas Rainfall, Oct.-Sep. 

11.18 in.  
13.91 



Worst Short Term Drought 

in Central Texas History 

Driest October-September on record 

with 11.42 inches. Normal is 35.66.  

Record low was 15.91 inches 

Oct 1955-Sep 1956.  



 

Driest Calendar Year on 

Record for Texas 





2011 Texas Weather Statistics 

• 14.88 inches.  Driest calendar year on 

record!  Previous record was 14.99 

inches in 1917. 

 

• Average Temperature 67.2 degrees.  

Second hottest year on record.  

Hottest year was 67.5 degrees set in 

1921. 



2011 Austin Rainfall 

• Austin-Camp Mabry: 19.68 inches 

(14.56 inches below normal), 11th 

driest on record.  Normal: 34.24 

 

• Austin-Bergstrom:  16.90 inches 

(15.25 inches below normal), 6th 

driest on record.  Normal: 32.15 



2011 Rainfall 



Unprecedented 
Summer Heat!!! 





Number of Days at or Above 100 



This summer’s record heat and 

record dryness was off the 

chart! 

http://blog.chron.com/climateabyss/files/2011/09/Txmayaug.gif


Austin’s Hottest Year on 

Record 

• Average temperature 72.6 degrees.   
Previous record 71.6 degrees in 2006. 

• Hottest April, July, *August and 

September on record.  Second hottest 

June. 

• Hottest summer ever recorded. 

• 90 days at or above 100 degrees.  



The 2011 Drought in 

Historical Context 

-4.88 Lowest 

Most Persistent 

1789, -5.14 

-5.37 



Rainfall, Past 60 Days 



Departure from Normal, Past 60 days 



Soil Moisture Improving 







October 4, 2011 

Drought Monitor Comparison 



A Weak to Moderate La Niña 



Typical Patterns Associated 

with La Niña 



La Nina 



La Niña  



Wet Dry 



Temperature Precipitation 



NWS Summer into Fall Rainfall Outlook 



Drought Outlook through May 



Drought Outlook through May 



Rain Needed to End the 

Drought in 3 Months 



Rain Needed to End the 

Drought in 6 Months 



The 2012 Atlantic Hurricane 

Season 



2011; An Active Season, but 

Not for Texas 



Colorado Tropical Storm 

State Outlook for 2012 

 

THC circulation becomes unusually strong in 2012 

 and no El Niño event occurs (resulting in a seasonal 

 average net tropical cyclone  

(NTC) activity of ~ 180) – 15% chance. (14-17 Storms) 

 

THC continues in the above-average condition it has 

 been in since 1995 and no El Niño develops 

 (NTC ~ 140) – 45% chance. (12-15 Storms) 

 
 



Colorado State Tropical 

Storm Outlook for 2012 

THC continues in above-average condition it has been 

in since 1995 with the development of a significant El 

Niño (NTC ~ 75) – 30% chance. (8-11 Storms) 

 

THC becomes weaker and there is the development of 

a significant El Niño (NTC ~ 40) – 10% chance.  (5-7 

Storms) 

“We anticipate that the 2012 Atlantic basin hurricane 

 season will be primarily determined by the strength 

 of the THC/AMO and by the state of ENSO.”  



Take Home Points 

• Still no clear end in sight to the ongoing 

drought.  However, conditions have 

improved some since last summer. 

• Pattern of frequent rains shows no signs of 

breaking down.  More drought improvement 

expected. 

• A potential for heavier rains May into June. 

• Summer not as hot or as dry as last year. 

• Pacific trending toward El Niño this fall; 

wetter next fall and winter.  
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