


The Austin Resource 
Recovery Master Plan 
Zero Waste goals:

• 75% diversion by 2020

• 90%+ diversion by 2040

The Universal Recycling 
Ordinance (URO) is one 
of many tools to get us 
there…



The Universal Recycling 
Ordinance was designed to 
encourage waste reduction within 
Austin city limits by increasing 
access to recycling and 
composting

• Adopted by City Council in 
2010

• Amended by City Council in 
2013

What Is The Universal Recycling Ordinance?







All (non-single family 
residence) property 
owners will be expected to 
comply with the Universal 
Recycling Ordinance by 
October of 2017.

Who Is Effected By The Universal Recycling 
Ordinance?





All affected properties will be 
expected to comply with the 
ordinance.

An offense under this chapter 
is punishable.

The City is committed to one 
year of education after a 
properties affected date 
before non-compliance 
enforcement will begin.

Are There Penalties for Non-Compliance?



Ordinance / Menu
The framework – it tells you what 
the expectation

Administrative Rules / Recipe:
The details – it tells the cook 
how to meet the expectations 
provided by the menu

What Is An Ordinance And Administrative Rules?



Ordinance Requirements:

• Sufficient recycling 
service capacity

• Informational signage in 
English and Spanish

• Regular tenant and 
employee education

• Annual recycling plan 
forms







1a) Stakeholder Meetings
Staff collects recommendations and solutions from 
stakeholders to aide in the drafting of the 
Administrative Rules.

1b) URO Phase 2 Committee of ZWAC
Will be updated throughout the drafting process.  This 
committee is focused on directing  the drafting of the 
Administrative Rules to recommend to ZWAC.

2) Zero Waste Advisory Commission
Will vote to approve or reject to adopt the 
administrative rules recommended by the URO Phase 
2 Committee.

3) City Council
Will vote to approve or reject to adopt the 
administrative rules recommended by ZWAC.



* Dates provided are subject to change.



1) Stakeholder Meetings
Attend any stakeholder meeting an bring your concerns, 
recommendations, and solutions.

2) URO Phase 2 Committee Meetings
Attend a URO Phase 2 Committee Meetings and sign up to take part in the 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION portion of the meeting.

Webpage:
www.austintexas.gov/department/universal-recycling-ordinance-phase-ii

Email:
commercialrecycling@austintexas.com

Telephone: 
512/974-2192 Jason McCombs, Planner



1) Responsible Parties (Section 8.2)

2) Recyclable Materials (Section 8.6)

3) Substitute Materials (Section 8.7 and 8.13.3)

4) Exterior Collection Areas and Containers (Section 8.8)

5) Interior Collection and Containers in Common Areas 
(Section 8.9)

6) Composting (section – not in current rules)




