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Today’s presentation:
1) What is the Universal 
Recycling Ordinance?

2) What are ARR’s 
Administrative Rules?

3) What is the relationship 
between the URO and 
the Rules?

4) Why amend the Rules?
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ARR Master Plan 
City’s Zero Waste goals

• 75% diversion by 2020

• 90%+ diversion by 2040

Universal Recycling 
Ordinance (URO) a tool to 
get us there…
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Universal Recycling 
Ordinance

• What is the intent?

• Who does it apply to? 
and when?

• What are the specific 
requirements?



June 24, 2013

An ordinance designed to encourage waste 
reduction within Austin city limits by 
increasing access to recycling and 

composting

• Adopted by City Council (2010)

• Recently amended (2013) 
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Who is effected?

Owners of:

• Multi-family 
properties

• Commercial (non-
residential) properties
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• Apartments

• Condominiums

• Mobile home parks

• Private funded dorms
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October 1st

• 2012: > 75 dwelling units 
(effective immediately)

• 2013: > 50

• 2014: > 25

• 2015: > 10

• 2016: All 
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• Offices

• Medical offices

• Medical facilities

• Religious assemblies

• Private educational facilities

• Industrial and Manufacturing facilities

• Hotels/Motels

• Food service businesses (restaurants, bars, catering)

• Retail stores and grocers
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October 1st
• 2012: > 100,000 sq. ft.

• 2013: > 75,000 sq. ft.

• 2014: > 50,000 sq. ft.

• 2015: > 25,000 sq. ft.

• 2016: > 5,000 sq. ft.

• 2017: All 
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Food Service Businesses:

A food enterprise requiring 
a food permit shall ensure 
employees have access to 
on-site recycling of 
compostable materials

• 2016: > 5,000 sq. ft.

• 2017: All 
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What does the ordinance 
require?

Property owners to ensure 
that tenants, customers 
and employees have 
access to on-site 
recycling services
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• Sufficient recycling 
service capacity

• Informational signage in 
English and Spanish

• Regular tenant and 
employee education

• Annual recycling plan 
forms
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• URO is policy 
framework
• tells you what is required

• Director’s 
Administrative Rules 
are the details
• specifics on how to meet 

the requirements

…a few examples
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• Menu is the framework
tells you what to 
expect

• Recipe is the details
tells you how to meet 
the expectations
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• Sufficient recycling 
service capacity

• Informational signage in 
English and Spanish

• Regular tenant and 
employee education

• Annual recycling plan 
forms
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The Administrative Rules:

• Support the intent of 
the URO

• Designed to implement 
the ordinance

• Provide specifics and 
details
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• Universal Recycling 
Ordinance 
Amendments (Phase 2)

• Existing Rules do not 
reflect amendments

• Need implementation 
details
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• Grocery stores

• Healthcare

• Hotels/Motels

• Restaurants / Bars

• Other

Provide input, knowledge & 
expertise:
• Stakeholder meetings
• Public comment periods

What happens to stakeholder 
input?
• Staff captures comments
• Input shapes the 
recommended amendments 
to Administrative Rules
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* Dates provided are subject to change.
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How can ARR staff engage your members in the Rules 
amendment process? 




