
Appendix N 
City of Austin Preferred Plant List 

 

Other plants may be used if approved by the City staff of Austin. This list is a guide and is not 
meant to be exclusive. Any o Other native or well-adapted plants may be used if drawings are 
sealed by a registered Texas Landscape Architect.  The invasive potential of non-native plants 
should be considered when developing landscape plans. 

 

EVERGREEN TREES HEIGHT FEATURES   (N = Native) 

 

Arizona Cypress 
Cupressus arizonica 30'-75' good heat and drought tolerance, aromatic 

foliage  

Cherry Laurel    
Prunus caroliniana 25'-30' N, screening plant, wildlife food 

Deodar Cedar 
Cedrus deodara 40'-50' fine texture, needs drainage 

Live Oak 
Quercus virginiana 50'-60’ N, oak wilt susceptible 

Mountain Laurel 
Sophora secundiflora 15'-25' N, fragrant purple spring blossoms, small 

tree, large shrub  

Texas Madrone 
Arbutus texana 25'-30’ N, distinctive, attractive bark, difficult to 

propagate and transplant 

Yaupon Holly 
Ilex vomitoria 15'-20' N, red berries in winter, small tree, large 

shrub  

      

 

  

DECIDUOUS TREES HEIGHT FEATURES   (N = Native) 

 

American Elm 
Ulmus americana 60'-80' N, vase-shaped canopy, susceptible to 

Dutch Elm disease 

American Smoketree 
Cotinus obovatus 15’-25' N, spring floral “clouds”, fall color 

Arizona Walnut 
Juglans major 40'-50’ N, nuts attract wildlife 

Bald Cypress 60'-70' N, fine texture, rust fall color 



Taxodium distichum 

Bigtooth Maple 
Acer grandidentatum 30'-40’ N, outstanding fall foliage, requires 

drainage 

Blackjack Oak 
Quercus marilandica 50'-60' N, short-lived, bell-shaped leaves 

Bradford Pear 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Bradford’ 30'-40' showy white spring flowers 

Bur Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa 60'-100’ N, large fringed acorn, majestic, 

adaptable tree 

Cedar Elm 
Ulmus crassifolia 50'-60' N, fall color, small leaves 

Chinese Pistache 
Pistacia chinensis 30'-40' brilliant fall color, very adaptable 

Chinquapin Oak 
Quercus Muhlenbergii 40'-60' N, tall, slender form, dark glossy lush 

foliage 

Crape Myrtle*    
Lagerstroemia indica 25'-30' summer flowers, many varieties 

Desert Willow 
Chilopsis linearis 15'-25' N, orchid-like blooms, not a true 

willow 

Drake Elm 
Ulmus parvifolia 'Drake' 20'-30' nearly evergreen, drought tolerant 

Durand Oak 
Quercus sinuata 50'-70' N, large oak, prefers moist sites 

Eastern Walnut 
Juglans nigra 70'-80’ N, large tree, valued for nuts 

Escarpment Cherry 
Prunus serotina 20'-30' N, fall color, fruit for wildlife and 

jellies 

Eve’s Necklace 
Sophora affinis 20'-30' N, same genus as Mt. Laurel, pink 

blooms in late spring 

Flameleaf Sumac 
Rhus copallina and R. glabra 15'-20' N, brilliant fall color, may colonize 

Fragrant Ash 
Fraxinus cuspidata 10'-12' N, fragrant white flowers in late 

spring 

Golden Rain Tree 
Koelreuteria bipinnata* 
and K. paniculata 

20'-30' yellow spring blooms, drought 
tolerant 

Honey Mesquite 
Prosopis glandulosa 25'-30' N, drought tolerant, wood valued for 

smoking meat 



Kidneywood 
Eysenhardtia texana 10'-15' N, fragrant fall flowers, small tree, 

large shrub 

Lacey Oak 
Quercus glaucoides and  
Q. laceyi 

20'-40' N, small tree, peach colored foliage in 
spring and fall 

Little Walnut 
Juglans microcarpa 20'-30' N, small tree, strongly scented, good 

for attracting wildlife 

Mexican Buckeye 
Ungnadia speciosa 10'-15' N, pink spring flowers, small tree, 

large shrub 

Mexican Plum 
Prunus mexicana 15'-25' N, white spring blossoms, wildlife 

food 

Orchid Tree 
Bauhinia spp. 6'-12' N, showy white blossoms, small 

understory or patio tree 

Pecan 
Carya illinoinensis 60'-80' N, shade tree, nut producing 

Possumhaw 
Ilex decidua 15'-20’ N, red winter berries, large shrub, 

small tree 

Post Oak 
Quercus stellata 50'-75' N, large oak, roots sensitive to 

disturbance 

Red Buckeye 
Aesculus pavia 10'-20' N, good understory tree, requires 

deep well-drained soils 

Rusty Blackhaw 
Viburnum rufidulum 10'-15' N, good understory tree, glossy 

leaves, fall color 

Shin Oak 
Quercus sinuata brevifolia 30'-35' N, small tree, attractive bark, grows 

in thickets 

Shumard Oak    
Quercus shumardii 50'-75’ N, fast growing, good fall red foliage 

coloration, tolerant of limestone soils 

Texas Ash 
Fraxinus texensis 40'-50' N, fast growing, shade tree 

exceptional fall foliage coloration 

Texas Persimmon 
Diospyros texana 15'-25' N, wildlife food, multi-trunk 

Texas Redbud 
Cercis canadensis var. 
'Texensis'  

20'-25' N, early pink blossoms, drought 
tolerant 

Texas Red Oak 
Quercus texana 30’-40' N, white patches on bark, fall color 

Vitex, Lilac Tree 
Vitex Agnus-castus 15'-20'    late spring lavender blooms, small 

tree 



Western Soapberry 
Sapindus Drummondii 30'-40' N, showy winter fruit, yellow fall 

color 

      

*susceptible to severe freeze     

 

  

EVERGREEN SHRUBS SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Agarita 
Berberis trifoliolata o   N, prickly leaves, bright red berries 

Barbados Cherry* 
Malpighia glabra o o N, pale pink flowers, berries attract 

wildlife 

BurfordHolly 
Ilex cornuta 'Burfordii' o o glossy dark green foliage, red fruit 

Dwarf Burford Holly 
Ilex cornuta 'Burfordii nana' o o glossy leaves, berries not prominent 

Dwarf Chinese Holly    
Ilex cornuta 'Rotunda nana' o o spiney foliage, no berries 

Dwarf Yaupon Holly 
Ilex vomitoria 'Nana' o o low mound-like shrub, no berries 

Elaeagnus 
Elaeagnus pungens o o silver foliage, fragrant white fall 

flowers 

Evergreen Sumac 
Rhus virens o o N, glossy leaves, red fall color when 

mature 

Indian Hawthorn* 
Raphiolepis indica o   pink flowers, copper colored new 

foliage 

Mountain Laurel 
Sophora secundiflora o o N, showy fragrant purple flower, large 

shrub 

Nandina 
Nandina domestica o o red berries, red fall winter color 

Oleander* 
Nerium oleander o   summer flowers, large shrub 

Pampas Grass* 
Cortaderia selloana o   large clumping grass 

Red Yucca 
Hesperaloe parviflora o   N, coral flower spike, not a true yucca 

Rock Cotoneaster o   red fall fruit, small leaves 



Cotoneaster horizontalis 

Rosemary* 
Rosmarinus officinalis    o   aromatic leaves, 'Prostratus' cultivar 

Sacahuista, Bear Grass 
Nolina texana o o N, grass-like mounding clumps 

Shore Juniper 
Juniperus conferta o   spreading, ground cover, blue-green  

Silverleaf Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster glaucophyllus o   silver leaves, red fall fruit 

Texas Sage 
Leucophyllum frutescens o   N, lavender flowers, gray or green 

foliage 

Texas Sotol 
Dasylirion texanum o   N, long blade-like leaf with spines 

Wax Myrtle 
Myrica cerifera o o N, very adaptable, aromatic leaves, 

berries used for Bayberry fragrance 

        

* susceptible to severe freeze       

 

  

SEMI-EVERGREEN  
SHRUBS** SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Cast Iron Plant* 
Aspidistra elatior o   broad strap shaped leaves to 2' 

height 

Glossy Abelia 
Abelia grandiflora   o small pink flowers, glossy leaves 

Muhly Grass 
Muhlenbergia lindheimeri o   N, looks like small pampas grass 

Pineapple Guava* 
Feijoa sellowiana o   exotic fragrant flowers 

Pomegranate* 
Punica granatum o o orange flowers, yellow fall color 

Primrose Jasmine* 
Jasminum mesnyi o   yellow flowers, mounding form 

        

* susceptible to severe freeze 
**influenced by severity or duration of winter       



 

  

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Althaea 
Hibiscus syriacus o   showy summer flowers 

American Beautyberry 
Callicarpa americana o o N, purple fruit in autumn, wildlife 

food 

Aromatic Sumac 
Rhus aromatica o o N, red berries in late spring, brilliant 

fall foliage 

Arrowwood 
Viburnum dentatum o o N, spring flowers, fall color 

Black Dalea 
Dalea frutescens o   N, purple summer flowers, fine 

foliage 

Butterfly Bush 
Buddleia Davidii o   N, lavender/lilac flowers, small fuzzy 

leaves  

Flame Acanthus 
Anisacanthus Wrightii o o N, orange flowers attracts 

hummingbirds 

Possumhaw Holly 
Ilex decidua o o N, red winter berries large shrub 

Texas Lantana* 
Lantana horrida and 
L. camara 

o   N, good summer color, many varieties 

Trailing Lantana* 
Lantana montevidensis o o N, lilac colored flowers summer 

through fall 

        

*susceptible to severe freeze       

 

  

EVERGREEN VINES & 
GROUNDCOVERS SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Asian Jasmine* 
Trachelospermum asiaticum o o low vigorous groundcover 

Bigleaf Periwinkle 
Vinca major   o loose groundcover, blue flowers 



Carolina Jessamine 
Gelsemium sempervirens o o N, fragrant yellow flowers in spring 

Coral Honeysuckle 
Lonicera sempervirens o o N, coral flowers, red fruit, attracts 

wildlife 

Cross Vine 
Bignonia capreolata o o N, yellow/red flowers, clinging vine 

Damianita 
Chrysactinia mexicana o   N, yellow flowers, low growing to 

12" height 

English Ivy 
Hedera helix   o clinging, vigorous, self-climbing 

vine 

Fig Vine* 
Ficus pumila o o clinging vine, fine texture 

Lady Banksia Rose 
Rosa banksiae o   yellow spring flowers, large 

cascading form 

Liriope 
Liriope muscari   o purple spike flowers, clump-like 

foliage 

Littleleaf Periwinkle 
Vinca minor   o blue flowers, groundcover 

Monkey Grass 
Ophiopogon japonicus   o tufted grass-like groundcover 

Oregano 
Origanum vulgare o o perennial, spreading herb 

Santolina 
Santolina chamaecyparissus o   fine textured, aromatic foliage 

Stonecrop 
Sedum spp. o o low, fast growing groundcover 

        

*susceptible to severe freeze       

 

  

DECIDUOUS VINES & 
GROUNDCOVERS    SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Boston Ivy 
Parthenocissus 
tricuspidata 'Veitchii' 

o o N, red fall color, clinging vine 

Bush Morning Glory o o N, forms 1½' - 3' mounds of foliage, 



Ipomoea leptophylla avender to purple flowers 

Coral Vine 
Antigonon leptopus o   pink flowers in summer and fall 

Cypress Vine 
Ipomoea quamoclit o   red tube-like flowers, twining vine, 

annual 

Gregg Dalea* 
Dalea greggii o o N, purple flowers in fall, groundcover 

Mustang Grape 
Vitis mustangensis o o N, native grape, climbs by tendrils 

Old Man's Beard 
Clematis Drummondii o o twining vine, feathery seeds 

Passion Vine* 
Passiflora incarnata o o N, lavender flowers, edible fruit: 

Maypop 

Sweet Autumn Clematis 
Clematis paniculata o   fragrant fall flowers, twining vine 

Trumpet Vine    
Campsis radicans o o N, orange-scarlet flowers, invasive 

Virginia Creeper 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia o o N, red fall color, clinging vine 

        

*susceptible to severe freeze       

 

  

 FLOWERING PERNNIALS SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Artemisia  
Artemisia ludoviciana 

o  N, aromatic foliage, white fuzzy 
leaves 

Black-eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

o o N, yellow dark-centered daisy, 
flowers May to September 

Blackfoot Daisy 
Melampodium leucanthum 

o  N, short white daisy, flowers all 
summer, short-lived 

Butterfly Weed 
Asclepias tuberosa 

o o N, orange/yellow flowers, attracts 
butterflies 

Canna Lily 
Canna X generalis 

o  banana-like foliage blooms in 
summer 

Cedar Sage 
Salvia roemeriana 

 o  N, red flowers, naturalizes 



Cherry Sage 
Salvia greggii 

o o N, red, pink or white flowers 

Cigar Plant 
Cuphea micropetala 

o  orange-yellow fall flowers 

Coreopsis 
Coreopsis lanceolata 

o  N, yellow spring and fall flowers, 
clumping 

Daylily 
Hemerocallis fulva 

o  orange/yellow funnel- shaped 
flower 

Fall Aster 
Aster spp. 

o o N, blue/purple autumn flowers 

Firebush* 
Hamelia patens 

o  red-orange flowers, red fall color 

Gayfeather 
Liatris spp. 

o  N, purple flower spikes in autumn 

Heartleaf Hibiscus 
Hibiscus cardiophyllus 

o o N, red flowers all summer 

Hinckley's Columbine 
Aquilegia Hinckleyana 

 o bright yellow flowers in spring 

Hymenoxys 
Hymenoxys scaposa 

o  N, small yellow daisy, bitter 
smelling leaves 

Lamb's Ears 
Stachys byzantina 

o  unique foliage, low growing 

Maximillian Sunflower 
Helianthus maximiliana 

o  N, yellow flower, late summer to 
fall 

Mealy Blue Sage 
Salvia farinacea 

o  N, blue flower spikes spring and 
summer 

Mexican BushSage 
Salvia leucantha 

o  tall purple flower spikes 

Mexican Heather* 
Cuphea hyssopifolia 

o  tiny purple, pink or white flowers 

Mexican Marigold Mint 
Tagetes lucida 

o o yellow fall flowers, anise flavored 
foliage 

Mexican Oregano 
Poliomintha longiflora 

o  lavender/pink flowers, aromatic 

Oxeye Daisy 
Chrysanthemum leucanthemum 

o  white early summer flower, yellow 
center 

Peruvian Verbena* 
Verbena peruviana 

o  pink, purple, red or white flowers, 



Pink Skullcap 
Scutellaria suffrutescens 

o o pink flowers in summer, low 
growing 

Plumbago* 
Plumbago auriculata 

o o low growing, blue flowers 

Purple Coneflower 
Echinacea purpurea 

o o N, purple daisy-like flowers 

Rose Mallow 
Pavonia lasiopetala 

o o N, pink hibiscus-like flowers 

Scarlet Sage 
Salvia coccinea 

o o N, red, pink or white flowers, spring 
to fall 

Spiderwort 
Tradescantia x Andersoniana 

 o N, purple-blue flowers, informal 
ground cover 

Turk's Cap 
Malvaviscus arboreus 
'Drummondii' 

o o N, red flowers and fruit, colonizing 

Yarrow 
Achillea millefolium 

o o off-white flowers, pink variety 
available 

White Mistflower 
Eupatorium Wrightii 

o o N, white autumn flowers, attracts 
butterflies 

Wild Petunia 
Ruellia nudiflora 

 o N, purple flowers from March to 
December 

Zexmenia 
Wedelia hispida 

o o N, orange/yellow flowers, May to 
November 

    

*susceptible to severe freeze  

 TURF & LOW GRASSES SUN SHADE FEATURES (N = Native) 

 

Bermuda 
Cynodon dactylon o   seed or hybrid sod  

Blue Grama 
Bouteloua gracilis o   N, seed, fine-leaf tufted grass, good meadow 

grass, not for mowed lawns 

Buffalograss 
Buchloe dactyloides o   N, many seed varieties, sod available in '609' 

and Prairie hybrids 

Little Bluestem 
Schizachyrium scoparium o   N, seed, blue-green, fine texture, not for 

mowed lawns 

Side Oats Gramma 
Bouteloua curtipendula o o N, seed, not for mowed lawns 



    



Remove Appendix V, Figure 1-44 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-45 

 
Figure 1-45  Permanent Grasses - Mixtures/Moisture Regimes 

  

 
Seeding Rates, pls (lb/ac), drilled or broadcast  
Soil Moisture Availability 

  
 

 

Relatively 
low 
(Mixture 1) 

Moderate 
(Mixture 
2) 

Relatively 
high 
(Mixture 3) 

Hairy gramma NA   
Silver 
beardgrass NA   
Tall dropseed  NA  
Texas cupgrass  NA  
Buffalograss 0.6   
Side-oats 
gramma 3.3 1.1  
Blue gramma 0.2 0.1  
Green 
sprangletop 0.3 0.2  
Little bluestem 2.0 2.7 0.7 
Switchgrass  0.4 1.4 
Big bluestem  3.6 2.4 
Indiangrass  0.5 2.7 
Vine-mesquite   1.1 
Plains 
bristlegrass   0.3 

Canada wildrye   NA 
Virginia 
wildrye   NA 

  
(See text for explanation. NA = important species, but seed 
may not be available from commercial wholesalers.) 
(Seed Mixtures for Three Soil Moisture Regimes) 
Source:  City of Austin 
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Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-56 

 



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-56A 

 

 



 

Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-56B 

 



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-56C 

 

 

 

 



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-56D 

  

 



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-61 

 

 

  



Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-62 

 

 

Remove ECM Appendix V, Figure 1-63 

 


