-----Original Message-----
From: Mike Dahmus [mailto:mike@dahmus.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 10:28 AM
To: Chris Bradford; PDRD Code Next
Subject: Issues with garage apartments

1. We are unable, due to neighborhood plan, to build a garage apartment at either our property at 203 E 35th St, or at our property at 4112 Avenue B - both lots are somewhat smaller than 7000 square feet (but well above the 5750 square foot size suggested in the neighborhood plan process). We have an eventual interest in doing one or both for two reasons - to help us with our property taxes later on, and to provide a small-scale affordable housing unit for the neighborhood.

2. The McMansion ordinance also, indirectly, affected our ability to build a garage apartment on E 35th. Before we changed plans after a windfall in 2011, our long-term desire on that property was to build a full 2nd floor for our main house (which is 1250 square feet) and an apartment over the existing garage (approx 600 square feet). This would not be possible under the FAR rules of the McMansion ordinance. (Every other property on our block already had at least one secondary dwelling unit - predating the ordinance and the neighborhood plan).

You could classify our garage apartment issues as "abandoned before started" as I knew these two issues would be completely intractable given the neighborhood(s) in question.

Regards,

Mike Dahmus

mike@dahmus.org
