From: Storms Reback [mailto:stormsreback@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 11:47 AM
To: PDRD Code Next
Subject: back house

Hi, Chris. I just stumbled across your blog. We live at 407 Franklin Blvd. 78751. This is one block north of North Loop and two blocks eats of North Lamar. Our lot is roughly 7,500 sq ft (150 x 50 I believe). We were hoping to build a secondary dwelling in the back yard to use as an office and as a guest house on occasion. It was going to be a modest structure in the 300-400 sq ft range. We went through the entire design process paying a decent amount of money to have plans drawn up and we had secured the financing. But the entire process got shut down when our builder informed us that we would need to expand our driveway to accommodate two more cars. This was a deal breaker, as we have a large pecan tree next to our present driveway and the only way to expand our driveway without hurting that tree would be to destroy our entire front lawn. I have spent years building hills and beds and a rock wall and couldn't believe our only option was to destroy it. Essentially our entire front yard would be a parking lot. I understand the idea behind the code but in practice it doesn't work, at least not for us. We only have one car as it is and could easily park another behind it in our current driveway. We would also be happy to sign something saying that any guests wouldn't have a car. If we had an alley behind our yard, we could have accommodated another vehicle or two in the plan, but we don't. Anyway, thanks for looking into this. We live in a very central location and are all about infill, but the rules aren't helping.

Thanks,

Storms Reback

