
To: The City of Austin

Re: LDC Rewrite

The HPNA was formed 40 years ago to protect the character and stability of the Hyde Park neighborhood. Our members have worked throughout those years to prevent demolition of viable homes and to protect the unique, livable and walkable character of Hyde Park. We concur with the HP Contact Team that
“Our neighborhood zoning is unique in that we have two similar Neighborhood Conservation Combining Districts (NCCD). While not perfect, these zoning districts have benefited our neighborhood in maintaining consistent development patterns when new projects and changes are introduced.”

In the previous LDC code rewrite in the early 1980s, former HPNA President Jack Evins and other citizens worked to place the NCCD tool into the code to provide a tool to conserve neighborhood character in Austin. In 1986, the City produced one NCCD and then abandoned the effort. It took over 15 years for Hyde Park to finally achieve this layer of protection. 

For decades, the HPNA Development Review Committee has provided assistance to neighbors and developers so that changes to the neighborhood maintain compatibility with the historic character.  The DRC continues to meet monthly to review projects and proposals. HPNA very actively engages in neighborhood changes and wishes to engage with the city in any proposed LDC changes that might effect the zoning in place today whether standard code, the NCCDs or the local Hyde Park Local Historic District and local historic landmarks. 

We expect the City to maintain Hyde Park’s efforts in the resulting LDC code rewrite. We intend to stay engaged with this process and continue to comment on the consultant’s and City of Austin’s efforts. 
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