
• Along core transit corridors, add vertical mixed-use buildings.

• Allow increased development with “transit oriented districts” 
at transit stations.

• Redevelop low-intensity non-residential areas with higher 
residential density; e.g., Mueller, Domain.

• Encourage residential projects at recognized activity centers; 
e.g., Downtown and UT West Campus.

• Support some close-in green-field intense development; e.g., 
Robinson Ranch, Goodnight Ranch.

• Provide a modest amount of increased single family & small-
scale multi-family in residential areas; e.g., alley flats

Issue 1: How to peacefully increase urban 
density in Austin



• Glaeser suggests the thickness of LDC is related to housing 
affordability

• Do we have rules that would fail a cost/benefit test based on 

observed trends? (e.g, McMansion, STR, commercial design 

standards, compatibility standards, heritage trees, etc.)

• Would new rules help? (e.g., rainwater capture, relaxed 

parking requirements, etc.)

• Would more emphasis on “form” and less on “use” be better 

in some redeveloping areas?

Issue 2: Housing affordability



Issue 3: Family-friendly housing

• How about more elevators in multi-family and condo 

projects?

• First floor space in multi-family buildings for bikes and 

strollers.

• Provide builders incentives for playgrounds on large multi-

family developments.

• Work more closely with AISD on how to beef up school-age 

populations in aging neighborhoods.



Frustration of City Planning



How do we test our ideas?
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Issue 3: Family-friendly housing


