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Circulation: 

 Time of year challenging to get into pool. Option needed – More entrances 

 No more parking lots 

 Barton Springs Road becoming freeway 

 Could be better 

 No new building bathhouse. Education Center. Make it up to code 

 Want to know if it can be up to code 

 Confusing entrance 

 Currently like a prison entrance 

 Easy access from pool into exhibit 

 More cooperation between Aquatic and PARD 

 Splash to be more integrated with the pool 

 More defined—Not signs Circulation—Natural  

 Broader Visitor Orientation place—Bathhouse 

 Splash first class, museum quality 

 Watershed pump up educational component that is a change from when it was opened in 1996 

Dressing Area: 

 Table agree some improvements could be made 

 Cleanly and comfortable 

 Water sanitation—ease of use 

 Improve sense of safe security at site / women’s restroom 

 Keep an eye on things. Know who is in the room with you.  

 Love plants 

 Open to sky—Open Air 
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 Ladies restroom gets used for storage wheel barrow / tools 

 Like men’s restroom—How open it is 

 Women’s not open enough—Need lighting 

 Accommodate storage so restrooms stay  

 Get rid of another solar shower 

 Fixtures should be new with retro look / feel 

 Low-flow toilets 

 Maintain restroom facilities free to part (?) 

 ADA accessible—slip resistant 

 Shower area integrated for privacy and open up the dressing area 

Rotunda: 

 Trip advisor. Top ten places to visit BSP 

 Visitor Center for the entire park is a need 

 Arrival point 

 The splash needs to remain. Need water quality must be taught 

 Needs to be thought out comprehensively  

 Health science in addition to science education  

 What does the site mean for fish and wildlife 

 Update the education and splash 

 Rotunda and splash become one 

 Relocating education center—Interactive science and health based as well as water quality. 

Hands on center 

 Education center to become the entrance into the park—give the world class feel 

 Visitor center in rotunda to also be educational as well as informational—cultural feel 
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Aquatic Sheffield Splash Support Space: 

 Clearly not enough space 

 Moving education center and splash to a site near BSP to utilize the space for support services 

 Life and safety need to be closest—Find space for 

 Reconfigure both men and women. Could capture additional space 

 Gain space by efficiency 

 Place a restroom facility on the southside 

 Do not have the rotunda as an entrance 

 Open both sides of the pool on northside 

 If automatic individuals bring cooler into the pool / would need to be monitored 

 Pre-purchase tickets online 

 Tickets available for purchase at the rotunda but not use as an entrance 

Parking/Approach: 

 More mass transit 

 More bicycle racks 

 90% of the time: yes 

 Not enough parking—all agree 

 Re-stripe parking lot for smaller spaces 

 Bring satellite (?) into compliance 

 Add trails for easier access 

 Renovate existing trails 

 Relocate zephyr playscape –spread out  

 Pool staff & concession –designated parking spots – move to upper parking lot 

 ADA spots @ ZHT 
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 Open to everyone when ZHT is closed? 

 Large PL under mopac off Stratford—shuttles from there 

 Multi-use trail along Zephyr tracks to PL near Pecan Grove—for emergency ADA (?) 

Dressing Areas: 

 No need for (?) privacy 

 More electrical outlets 

 More hot showers, especially in men’s 

 Lower down faucets 

 Replace automated faucets 

 Mortar between tiles is decrepit 

 Re-mortar before it gets worse 

 Concrete changing stalls 

 (?) is unsightly  

 Take out concrete stalls. Replace with something with roof 

 Please keep plants and maintain courtyard feeling 

 Do not redo like Deep Eddy 

 If there’s need for another family bathroom, should go in area used for staff/aquatics 

 Better and lower shower heads 

 Presentation should have photos for better discussion 

 Any work should result in minimal closures of pool 

Rotunda: 

 More drinking fountains are needed throughout bathhouse zone 

 Some really like Splash as is.  

 Others think it could be much better and space could be better utilized 
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 Better signage is needed  

 Print “Visit Splash!” and info on back of ticket 

 Continue staff interpretive efforts—more staff 

 Better use of rotunda as visitor’s counter 

 Better exhibits in rotunda. Perhaps a gift shop 

 Ask the kids what they think of the exhibit 

 Would there be an option to maintain Splash! With flood resistant materials 

 Use existing windows for emergency access? 

 KEEP POOL OPEN 

 If moving entrance to Rotunda adversely affects educational aspect, then don’t do it 

 Patio at backdoor of rotunda would make great picnic area 

 Rotunda is architecturally beautiful—new design should enhance that 

Support Facilities: 

 Do not move entrance to rotunda. Buying tickets online (or at Rotunda entrance) and only use 

tickets to pass through gate 

 Return rotunda to original function 

 Automatic east & west gate 

 Gift shop in rotunda where tickets can be purchased 

 Ban aerosol sunscreens 

 How would families navigate through bathhouse? Split gardens? 

 Spend tax dollars elsewhere 

 Meetings should take place during spring/summer when there’s more interest in the pool. If 

public input were totally valued 

Around the Bathhouse: 
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 Definitely not enough parking 

 Too much cross traffic from trail 

 People going wrong way on one way 

 Busy time does not allow easy direction 

 Find ways to provide alternative (?) 

 Too many amenities in one area 

 Lack of parking 

 Better accessible path to and from other parking areas 

 Preserve trees if path are developed 

 Better signage 

 Provide rain gardens off parking  

 Provide road raised crossing area 

 Lack of mass transportation plan 

 Clearly marked bike path 

 Make entrance to pool better 

 Install automatic entrance 

 Make more entrances to pool 

Dressing Area: 

 Not attractive, need to be spiffed up 

 Hot water for showers—more  

 Like the open area 

 Does not fit in circulation 

 Locker not identified—not enough 

 Not utilized 
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 Re-open the women’s dressing room  

 Dressing room need more 

 Better signage on (?) restroom (?) 

 Water (?) 

 No metal toilet seats 

 Need unisex restrooms 

 Repair concrete shade structures 

 Get rid of plastic (?) on showers 

 Reopen the gates to front rotunda dressing room 

 Don’t move lifeguard unless it is needed 

 Move lifeguard to give more space in dressing area (women’s) 

 Don’t close in any  more of dressing area 

 Better access to public restroom 

 Keep elective outlets in dressing area 

Rotunda: 

 Splash location is in the best location and upgraded if needed 

 Splash exhibit does not have amenities it needs to provide service 

 May be better location uphill towards BS road for splash. But will require ADA Path and preserve 

trees and ponds 

 Possible open gates to both sides of Rotunda 

 May keep some part of (?) in Rotunda if splash moves 

 Leave splash in place. It is sufficient 

 Make entrance to pool through Rotunda 

 Keep an open area with large windows and natural light for exhibit. No ticket selling in Rotunda 
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 Use east side classroom for storage and staff 

 Keep east side classroom as is  

 Be okay to sell tickets to pool with cash 

Support Facilities: 

 There is definitely a need for additional entrance or automatic entrance 

 Add exit on west side of building  

 Need more space for lifeguards 

 Need space for down time for lifeguards 

 Don’t move lifeguards space office. It is better in that area 

 Spiff up existing lifeguards 

 Provide better office space for lifeguard for personal issues 

 Better changing area for lifeguards 

 Build a facility for storage  

 Keep visual location to pool for lifeguards 

 Make rotunda for entrance 

 Provide better and more office space for splash 

 Use some space in men’s dressing room for storage similar to lifeguard in women’s 

 Make visitors center for park in park other than at bathhouse 

1947, 1960s Aquatic Side Entry: 

 No, it’s not 

 No enough parking 

 Renovating confusing difficult to get 

 No drop off for ped vehicle 

 Backs up easily while dropping off 
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 Designated school bus drop off zone 

 City should open up parks and provide shuttle service 

 Expand existing lots  

 Way finding signage / better signage 

 Shuttles 

 Off site parking.  Remote parking 

 Remove all parking adjacent to pool – create park, replace a top. Increase bike park 

 Define designated ped, bike lanes 

 Allow only shuttles, handicap 

 Add rain gardens to filter water 

 Leave parking as is 

 Combine transit with entry to pool 

 Use Tony Burger Center for parking and shuttle 

 Women’s stays as is. Repair (?) in shower (?) 

 Upgrade shower heads, curtains 

 Functional repair 

 Open women’s to original intent  

 Women’s size adequate 

 Difficult to clean, crowded 

 Women’s should look more like men’s  

 Like the enclosed feel, individual stalls 

 Women’s privacy is key 

 Provide privacy but move aquatic staff 

 Survey should be done to determine if women’s area needs to be changed 



Appendix 4- Focus Group #2 Comments, Bathhouse  2015 

 

 Need family changing rooms 

 Family changing for both genders 

 Courtyard concept great 

 Drinking fountains in courtyard  

 Personal storage – coin operated 

 Signage needed 

 Lighting is ok 

Rotunda: 

 Use as ticket station  

 Automated machine 

 Open as an entry 

 Use partition to separate uses 

 Return to operations 

 Constrict area for splash elsewhere 

 Historical use 

 Keep education / splash viable 

 Move of site (out of bathroom) to adjacent area 

Staff Support and Facilities: 

 No does not serve the zone, splash, fobs 

 More entrances at peak time 

 Automated entry—w/ turnstiles 

 Splash exhibit updated 

 Update technology for splash, rotunda  

 It is important for education that tech cannot address (programming) 
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 Staffing splash 

 Self sufficiency  

 Storage (?)  

 Office space—not functioning  

 Move splash – improve  

 Follow (?) plan – to intended use 

 Make flood resistant 

 Improve vehicular access by providing shuttle  

 Easier accessibility  

 Intended as historic structure – ticketing  

 No, it is not sufficient 

 Too much w/ the bathhouse should be a bathhouse added education and buses adds traffic 

 Most important for storage to operate pool 

 Need changes to entrance 

 Use rotunda as entrance and experience the pool, visitor center, “go to” Barton springs master 

plan 

 Needs several entrances 

 Should be more open, enter at Eliza 

 Exit could be dangerous, needs more exits 

 The showers and toilets are disproportionate to amount of users 

 Combine bathrooms inside and outside  

 Moving education out of the bathhouse wouldn’t capture visitors to the pool 

 Priority—restore main entrance to rotunda 

 Parking, there is no solution, people need to take alternatives to get there  
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 Free admission could be problematic due to homeless users of pool 

 Already problems with folks east of damn, don’t want to invite them to pool  

 Free users stay and don’t leave 

 Solution—Sheffield could be its own separate building—could alleviate entrance problems to 

pool, restore bathhouse 

 Maintenance barn is not ideal for Sheffield because it is not visible  

 Sheffield should be close to habitat  

 Sheffield should go in current concessions area 

Dressing Areas: 

 Men’s restrooms need family restroom for children w/ privacy 

 No the dressing areas are not sufficient  

 Needs flood-proof plumbing and electrical 

 Number of toilets and showers are sufficient but not always in use 

 Improvements to use what’s there  

 More sinks 

 Improved and modern fixtures 

 The restrooms to not serve 12,000 users 

 Second floor attack is usable space 

 Emergency box alarm in restrooms needed 

 Modernize lockers, use coins 

 No they are not sufficient 

 Needs to be state of the art and preserve historic nature 

 Needs family rooms in both men and women’s 

 Has enough room 
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 Needs reconfiguring  

 Needs to accommodate more people  

 Changing rooms could be better used 

 Could be used as storage 

 People need more privacy 

 Should be designed to be its best 

 Not concerned with nefarious activity 

Rotunda Area: 

 No. The amenities are not sufficient  

 Things in the building that can be damaged should be moved 

 We should be proactive about moving things out of flood plain  

 Build visitor center  

 Could move Sheffield center up on cliff across from bathhouse 

 Turn low parking lot area into pedestrian area 

 Sheffield exhibit serves adequately  

 Priorities—mitigate problems w/ respect to flood 

 Use facility as visitor center that can withstand flood 

 Visitor center w/ park information 

 Rotunda should be used as safe exit 

 Funding priorities—restoration, replacing education experience out of flood area 

 Visitor services 

 Well designed entrance and exit 

 Visitor information  

 Entrance and exit—high priorities 
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 Things prone to flooding should be moved 

Support Facilities: 

 Too many uses in the building  

 Moving Splash could open space 

 Open storage 

 Open bathrooms 

 Add entrance 

 Move main entrance 

 Need to improve exit for ADA 

 Lifeguard breakroom 

 Staff locker room is too small 

 Sheffield needs staff room 

 Needs improved storage, break rooms, and bathrooms that serve purpose of facility 

 If there are added structures and landscape there needs to be added personnel for operation 

and maintenance 

 Added entrance and exits will increase number of people in the pool. Need more support and 

personnel 

 Lifeguards need location to respond to emergency 

 Entrances could go straight through rotunda, doesn’t need to go through bathrooms  

 

 

 


