
ALLIANCE CHILDREN’S GARDEN
 conceptual design Meeting • JanuaRY 7, 2016



ENGAGEMENT schedule
deceMBeR 5, 2015
community engagement meeting #1

JANuARY 7, 2016
conceptual design meeting

FeBRuARY, 2016
community open house

OTheR eNGAGeMeNT OPPORTuNITIes
online survey, website, email, phone



pRoJect schedule
sPRING 2016
completion of design development phase
begin construction document phase

sPRING 2017
begin construction of garden

sPRING 2018
anticipated opening Alliance Children’s Garden
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WHERE WE ARE



WHY We’Re HeRe



WHERE WE’RE HEADED

this place is to be a children’s 
garden that will represent 
the unique culture of Austin 
through contextual forms, 
imaginative play, playful 
elements, and strong 
aesthetics.

the goal will be the creation of 
a multigenerational play venue 
that is comfortable, inviting, 
imaginative, engaging and 
visually striking.



Meeting #1











 GARDEN MeMORY



 GARDEN MeMORY

“My sister and I would ‘hide’ under a weeping willow tree and dream for hours”

“I made friends here because many of 
the things required several kids working 

together to make them work”



 GARDEN MeMORY

“The smell of pine needles and cold sand makes my heart smile”



 GARDEN FOcus

HORTICULTURE, HABITAT CREATION

VOTes

1

ART, CULTURE, HISTORY
VOTes

1MULTIGENERATIONAL, FAMILY OPPORTUNITIES
VOTes

3

CREATIVE, EXPERIENTIAL PLAY
VOTes

17

VISUALLY STRIKING, IMAGINATIVE DESIGN
VOTes

7

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTS, SUSTAINABILITY
VOTes

2

PROGRAMMED ACTIVITIES, PERFORMANCES
VOTes

3

MUSIC, SENSORY DEVELOPMENT
VOTes

1

VOTes

1



“the bottom left picture seems so great! My kids love climbing, swinging, jumping 
  and not necessarily on a playground structure. they would love (the picture)!” 

“Wish List
 - zip line
 - slide built into hill
 - logs and stumps for jumping”

    - Margret (8 years old)

 GARDEN FOcus
VOTes

17



“top left picture looks awesome, love the idea of structures to 
  act as shade and something beautiful or interesting to look at.”

“top right image could be something ‘iconic’ for the park. 
   i could see myself telling other families to ‘enter through the 
     south side of the park by the rock structure’ (as an example). ”

 GARDEN FOcus
VOTes

7



 GARDEN eXPeRIeNces



 GARDEN eXPeRIeNces

“i think swings that have different lengthed mallets attached to the top of each swing, and 
angled strings above the mallets, so that when the swings moved the mallets would strike 
different strings, which would essentially play different notes (or just different sounds). When 
Multiple people were swinging it would play different sounds depending on how many people, 
how high they were swinging, etc. this would not only be interactive and enjoyable for all ages, 
but kids could also see how the music or tones are being made. also, pathways to walk on could 
also make sounds, the slides could have tones that vary depending on speed/pressure. Basically, 
the sound of playing could basically make music, which would be perfect for a music town.”

“My kids run to swings in any park!”

“love wide slides... wide enough for adults!!”

VOTes

10
VOTes

15
VOTes

12



 GARDEN eXPeRIeNces

“this entire ‘exploring’ theme is amazing!”

“creates natural spots of shade!”

VOTes

14



 GARDEN eXPeRIeNces

“My favorite part of going to the park as a really little kid!”

“My kiddo loVes peek-a-boo.”

VOTes

11



 GARDEN eXPeRIeNces

“shadow pattern could include austin nature instead of 
letters: native plants, water symbols, iconic austin animals, 
monarch, etc. Maybe with native vine to increase shade.”

“need shade at both play areas & areas where children aren’t (parents.)”

VOTes

9



 GARDEN cAse sTudIes



 GARDEN cAse sTudIes
TeARdROP PARK

“If incorporated should mimic 
limestone walls in Barton creek 
greenbelt”

TONGVA PARK

“like the mix of synthetic and natural materials like 
architecture play items”

heleN dIlleR PARK

“too prescribed” 
“like the sense of boundary”
“nice climbing web”
“too much artificial landscape!”

lAFAYeTTe PARK

“love the sandy hills! look better than synthetic ones”
“like natural climbing elements”
“needs shade”

ThOMAs J. sWeeNeY PlAYGROuNd

“too much synthetic material”

WOOdlANd dIscOVeRY PlAYGROuNd

“Kids love tunnels and areas that are just their size”

MAGGIe dAleY PARK PlAY GARdeN

“like the berm slides”
“love the mini buildings”

BROOKlYN BRIdGe PARK

“like the greenery for the feel of enclosure and 
views, good sensory experience”
“love the perception of danger and adventure...”
“love tiered seating”



 GARDEN cONTeXT



 GARDEN cONTeXT

“i ride my bike on trails to get to town lake”

“i enjoy the view from doug sahm Hill”

“We love the big oval paved sidewalk for riding bikes”

“picnics in the park”

“We always bring out of town guests”



designing for multipl

connectivity a

Designing a space that differentiates itself from other nearby regional or neighb

Ages 0-2 years 17 22.4%

Ages 2-5 years 35 46.1%

Ages 5-12 years 43 56.6%

Ages 12-15 years 13 17.1%

Ages 15-18 6 7.9%

Ages 18+ 2 2.6%

All age groups 29 38.2%

Other 7 9.2%

The Alliance Children's Garden is envisioned to be a place desi
while accommodating the needs of families and visitors of all a
do you think should be design for in the Alliance Children's Ga
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ONLINE suRVeY
What best characterizes the City of Austin?
36.8% Austin is Creative. 
28.9% Austin is Connected to Nature.

6

Other 9 11.8%

e or twice per year 11 14.5%

or twice per month 27 35.5%

weekly 22 28.9%

daily 5 6.6%

never 2 2.6%

nly in the summer 2 2.6%

Other 7 9.2%

providing a new identity and destination for Butler Park 13 17.1%

ning spaces that support family and community events 28 36.8%

Activate adjacent under-utilized parts of the park 21 27.6%

Proximity to the Liz Carpenter Fountain 3 3.9%

City and park views 5 6.6%

Other 6 7.9%

often do you currently visit Butler Park?

e are several OPPORTUNITIES for the Alliance Children's Garden in Butler Park.
 do you think is the greatest OPPORTUNITY?

14.5%

28.9%

35.5%

17.1%

27.6%

36.8%

creative 28 36.8%

cted to nature 22 28.9%

music-centered 4 5.3%

cially inclusive 7 9.2%

healthy and fit 7 9.2%

Other 8 10.5%

a place to stroll and relax 9 11.8%

 and community focused 13 17.1%

Austin's 'Central Park' 38 50%

the place for city events 3 3.9%

es Publish analytics

k about what best characterizes the City of Austin. To help you get started, here
everal potential characteristics listed below. Please choose one from the list or
your own description to complete the sentence, "Austin is..."

 think about what best characterizes Town Lake Park. To help you get started,
are several potential characteristics listed below. Please add your own
ription or choose one from the list to complete the sentence, "Town Lake Park

28.9%

36.8%

50%

17.1%

designing for multiple user groups and ages 21 27.6%

e are several CHALLENGES for the Alliance Children's Garden in Butler Park.
 do you think is the greatest CHALLENGE

22.4%

36.8%

27.6%

in Butler Park - Google Forms https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GlwdxbJmfTygFbdAOYwb1zbwrV...

What best characterizes Town Lake Park?
50% Austin’s Central Park
17.1% Family and Community Focused

creative 28 36.8%

cted to nature 22 28.9%

music-centered 4 5.3%

cially inclusive 7 9.2%

healthy and fit 7 9.2%

Other 8 10.5%

a place to stroll and relax 9 11.8%

 and community focused 13 17.1%

Austin's 'Central Park' 38 50%

the place for city events 3 3.9%

 think about what best characterizes Town Lake Park. To help you get started,
are several potential characteristics listed below. Please add your own
ription or choose one from the list to complete the sentence, "Town Lake Park

36.8%

50%

17.1%

1/6/2016 11:12 AM

What is the greatest opportunity for the Alliance 
Children’s Garden in Butler Park?
36.8% Spaces that support family and community events
27.6% Activate adjacent under-utilized parts of the park

swinging, spinning, slid

exploration trails and elements (paths through diverse planting

opportunities for creative 'free play' (loose parts to

opportunities for family me

collaborative play (climbing challenges, group music-making, social problem sol

imagination exploration (unique artful features, playing with sc

playful acoustic elements (no

The Alliance Children's Garden should focus on themes that are
daily user. What focus would you like to see in the design?
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beverage only 3 4%

pre-packaged snacks 3 4%

food trailer 30 40%

no food service 30 40%

Other 9 12%

If a food concession were provided at the Alliance Children's Garden, what level of
food service would you like to see?

If a food concession were provided at the Alliance Children's Garden, what types of

12%

40%

40%

Alliance Children's Garden in Butler Park - Google Forms https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GlwdxbJmfTygFbdAOYwb1zbwrV...

What is the greatest challenge?
36.8% Connectivity and parking (not enough)
27.6% Designing for multiple user groups and ages

What age groups should the garden’s design 
focus on?
56.6% 5-12
46.1% 2-5
38.2% All age groups

What focus would you like to see in the design?
48.7% Creative Play
44.7% Sensory Development
43.4% Nature Contact

What level of food service would you like to see?
40% No Food Service
40% Food Trailer



WHAT WE heARd

SHADE IS ESSENTIAL 

EXPERIENTIAL PLAY IS A MUST

MUST HAVE SWINGS

BERM SLIDES WOULD BE WELL LOVED

MATERIALS MUST REFLECT AUSTIN’S NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

THIS SHOULD BE A CULTURAL PARK

BALANCE NATURAL AND SYNTHETIC 
MATERIALS

CREATE A VISUALLY STRIKING PARK



WIllIe Wells FIeld

PONd

GARdeN ROOM

GARdeN ROOM

GARdeN ROOM

GARdeN ROOM

PARKING AReA

EXISTING 
LABYRINTH

PARKING ENTRANCE RESTROOM

  WELLS
  LOOP

  FIELD

 SHARED

EXISTING
   PATH

GARDEN
  STREET

CROSS

FOUNTAIN MOUND PATH

PARKING   SIDEWALK

EXISTING 
CONNECTION

COMMUNITY 
ENTRANCE 

(PARK)

DOUGHERTY 
ART CENTER 
CONNECTION

EXISTING SHARED   PATH

GARDEN     ENTRY
MAIN

GARDEN

STREET

GARDEN    

STREET

M
AIN

ALLIANCE CHILDREN’S GARDEN / cIRculATION PlAN



ALLIANCE CHILDREN’S GARDEN / cONcePTuAl sITe PlAN 0 50’25’ 100’

PORch 
sWINGs

PORCH 
SWINGS

PORCH 
SWINGS

SHADE 
PICNIC PORch 

sWINGs
FOUNTAIN 
SEATING 

AREA

FOUNTAIN 
SEATING 

AREA

MAINTENANCE 
AREA FOR FOUNTAIN 

MECHANICAL

SHADE

SHADE

SHADE

HORTICULTURE

BENCHES

PING PONG

TRAIL

SCRAMBLE

eXPlORe 
ANd 

dIscOVeR

IMAGINATIVe 
PlAY

LIMESTONE 
BLOCKS

BERM SLIDE

CANYONHILLS

clIMBING ANd 
slIdING

CURVY 
SLIDE

CLIMBING 
WALL

CLIMBING 
BLOCKS

SUPER 
SLIDE

ENTRY

ENTRY

ENTRY 
GATEWAY

YOUNGER CHILDREN 
PLAY AREA

COVERED 
PORCH 

SWINGS

BIG sWINGs

NET 
BRIDGE

COOLING 
FEATURE

SERVICE AND FOOD 
TRUCK ACCESS

SERVICE AND 
FOOD TRUCK 
ACCESS

RESTROOM

sWINGsSHADE

SEATING

DISCOVER

EXPLORE
ENTRY

HIDE 
AND 
SEEK

STONE 
FEATURE

PASSIVE 
SPACE

POETRY 
BLOCKS

CHILDREN’S 
ACTIVITY 

PLAZA

SAND PLAY
READING

CHESS

cOVeRed 
PORch 

sWINGs

MOUND

MOUND

SHARED USE TRAIL

SHARED  USE  TRAIL

OVAL LOOP PATH

MOUND

MOUND

SMALL PERFORMANCE 
ACTIVITY AREA

LOOSE 
PARTS

PARKING

FleXIBle 
sPAce VIsuAllY sTRIKING 

PlAY sTRucTuRe

PONd

lIZ cARPeNTeR 
FOuNTAIN

WIllIe Wells FIeld


