
Creative Watercolor Sketchbook 
Robert McArthur 
The sketchbook is the perfect place to freely and fearlessly 
expand your creativity. Improve your painting and sketching 
skills as you explore a variety of subjects and techniques using 
watercolor, sometimes along with fascinating combinations of 
watercolor crayons, pencil and pen. All skill levels elcome.  
MINIMUM 6 STUDENTS, LIMIT 12 STUDENTS. 
 

SUPPLIES 
 Students must bring their own supplies.  

 No spray fixatives or other aerosol chemicals are allowed 
in the building. 

 Other supplies may be added as the course progresses, as 
suggested by the instructor.  

 Please keep your receipts in case the class is cancelled or 
to return unused supplies. 

 The instructor prefers that you bring the items and 
brands exactly as specified on the list so the lessons will 
work as planned for you.  This supply list ensures that 
you will have the highest quality supplies at a good 
value. If you have questions please contact Robert at 
rtmca@yahoo.com  

 

SUPPLIES FOR FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
 Brush -- #10 Round Synthetic Watercolor Brush (short 

handle) Recommend: Robert Simmons White Sable series 
#785 or Princeton 4050R 

 

Students need BOTH Paint & Crayons for this class 
Watercolor Paint 

 Recommended brands:  Winsor and Newton Cotman, 
Winsor and Newton Professional, Sennelier, or Lukas. 

Preferred: If you already have artist’s quality tube 
watercolors, squeeze your tubes into a compact folding 
palette and let them air dry. (The “Martin Mijello Airtight” and 
the “Blick small folding palette box,” are two that will work 
well). OR Use an artist’s quality compact (or travel) set of 
watercolors. (If you can, avoid student grade and bargain 
brands; they lead to disappointing results).  
 
Watercolor Crayons 

 Caran D’Ache Neocolor “II” Watercolor Crayons water 
soluble (avoid the Neocolor “I” sets because they are not 
water soluble) Recommended size: Set of 40, Set of 30 Or 
select an array of single Neocolor II crayons from 
throughout the color spectrum 

Sketchbook 
9 X 12 Spiral bound Mixed Media or Watercolor Sketchbook 
with 90 lb. or 140 lb. paper, Recommended: 

 Strathmore Visual Journal--Mixed Media 

 Aquabee “Super Deluxe” Sketchbook (maroon cover) 

 Canson Artist Series Mix Media 

 Canson Artist Series Watercolor 

 Strathmore Visual Journal--Watercolor, 90 lb. or 140 lb. 
 

Miscellaneous 

 Sketching Pencil (HB or B), eraser, sharpener 

 Wolff’s Carbon Pencil 4B or 6B 

 Black permanent ink sketching pen such as a Pigma 
Micron. (.05 or.08 are each good) 

 Packages of pocket sized Kleenex tissue 

 Small plastic water bottle plus a small plastic container 
such as a margarine tub 

 

SUPPLY STORE(S) 
The City of Austin can not recommend vendors. 
We suggest an online search for art supply stores that are 
local and online. 
 

ATTENDANCE & STUDIO ACCESS 
 Program attendance is the responsibility of the 

participant. Failure to attend does not entitle a 
participant to a transfer or a refund. Make-ups are not 
available for absences. Fees will not be prorated for 
absences. (See Enrollment Policies) 

 Due to safety, CHILDREN, FRIENDS, and PETS (except 
official, certified assistance animals) are not allowed. 

 The studio/classroom is only open and available to 
registered students during their registered class time.  

 The studio cannot be used without supervision. 

 If you arrive early and another class (not your class) is in 
session, please do not enter the studio out of courtesy for 
students that have paid for their time in class.  Questions 
about class times can be directed to the registration 
office, program specialist, class brochure or found online. 

PERSONAL CAUTION & SAFETY 
Food and drinks: Due to safety, drinks must be in a sealed 
container to prevent contamination.  No food is allowed in studio, 
food may be consumed in the lobby area or outside at the picnic 
table.  



STUDIO CLEAN UP  
Please keep the studio clean and safe for everyone! Students 
are responsible for cleaning their area and common areas.  

 Turn off all electrical equipment such as lights and air 
conditioners.  

 Please clean and return all items to their original storage 
area.  

 The instructor is responsible for making sure the room is in 
an orderly manner upon conclusion of the class.  

 Please be considerate of closing hours and allow time for 
cleanup.  

 No spray fixatives or other aerosol chemicals are allowed 
in the building. 

 

MODEL  
 When a nude model is used in the studio, a screen must be 

used to block the eyesight from a person in the hallway.  

 Students under 18 must have written approval from their 
parents if enrolled in a class with a nude model.  

PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
Do not bring valuable items to class.  
Do not leave valuable items exposed in plain site in your 
vehicle.  
Keep handbag, backpack and supplies near your work area.  
The City of Austin, Parks and Recreation Department and 
Dougherty Arts Center staff are not responsible for lost or 
stolen items. Please report loss or theft to a staff member. 

 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL  
The studio / classroom environment contains potentially 
dangerous materials and equipment.  DAC students, staff, 
instructors and contractors should not consume alcohol 
before or during class. Possession or consumption of 
alcoholic beverages is prohibited in all areas of the 
Dougherty Arts Center except the Julia C. Butridge Gallery 
under special circumstances.  Alcohol will only be available 
in the Gallery if the renter or organization hosting the event 
provides alcohol for consumption to the general public; has 
provided liability insurance and an alcohol license; and the 
Parks Department Director has given approval.    

 No alcohol may be taken from the gallery into the 
studio, classroom or other areas of the Dougherty Arts 
Center.   

 Students should not drink alcohol at the reception and 
return to the classroom.  If alcohol is consumed the 
student will be asked to leave and no refunds will be 
given. 
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