
Oil Painting Fundamentals 
Stephanie Clayton 
If you’ve wanted to learn oil painting but don’t know where to 
start, this class is for you! From preparing supports and 
making oil painting medium, to mixing color and practicing 
painterly techniques, we will cover the basics and more. Find 
out why this age-old medium is still adored by artists today. 
Previous drawing skills and some experience with other paint 
media is helpful.  
MINIMUM 4 STUDENTS, LIMIT 12 STUDENTS. 
 

 
 
 

Please bring first day of class 
 Oil painting brushes, at least one of each, preferably 

in various sizes: flat, bright, filbert and round. 
 Flat, natural bristle brush for gesso – reasonably 

priced at hardware stores 
 Oil paints: cadmium red, cadmium yellow, alizarin 

crimson, titanium white, cerulean blue, ultramarine 
blue, pthalo green 

 White gesso 
 One primed stretched canvas, square or rectangle, 

no larger than 18 inches in length or width 
 Wood stretcher strips to make 2 or more stretched 

canvas supports - for example, two 11-inch, two 14-
inch (for 11 x 14” canvases) two 18-inch, two 24-
inch (for 18 x 24” canvases). Please be prepared to 
take home wet paintings. This can be done simply, 
by transporting your work in a shallow cardboard 
box. Therefore, the size of your stretcher strips 
should be taken into consideration in regard to 
transporting wet work. 

 Staples gun and staples 
 Unprimed raw canvas - sold on a roll, or pre-cut and 

folded 
 Odorless mineral spirits 
 Damar varnish 
 Linseed oil or stand oil 
 Containers such as tin cans 
 Lidded glass jar (about the size of a jelly jar) 
 Small measuring cup  
 Rags and paper towels 
 Dish soap 
 Masking tape and freezer paper (heavy waxed 

paper), OR flat painting palette 
 Palette knife 
 

Optional Supplies 
 Fan brush 
 

SUPPLIES 
 Students must bring provide their own supplies.  
 Other supplies may be added as the course 

progresses, as suggested by the instructor.  
 Please keep your receipts in case the class is 

cancelled or to return unused supplies. 

 
 
Supply Store Suggestions 

Dick Blick online,  
Office Max, Office Depot 
Jerry’s Artarama, Hobby Lobby or Michaels 
Utrecht Art online  
University Co-Op Art Store  
Asel Art Supply 



ATTENDANCE & STUDIO ACCESS  
 Program attendance is the responsibility of the participant. Fail-

ure to attend does not entitle a participant to a transfer or a 
refund. Make-ups are not available for absences. Fees will not 
be prorated for absences. (See Enrollment Policies)  

 Due to safety, CHILDREN, FRIENDS, and PETS (except official, 
certified assistance animals) ARE NOT ALLOWED in studio. 

 The studio/classroom is only open and available to registered 
students during their registered class time.  

 The studio cannot be used without supervision.  

 If you arrive early and another class (not your class) is in session, 
please do not enter the studio out of courtesy for students that 
have paid for their time in class. Questions about class times can 
be directed to the registration office, program specialist, class 
brochure or found online.  

 Students age 15-17 years may register for classes with the ap-
proval of the Arts School Administration and must have a 
parent/guardian sign a waiver release form.  

 
 

STUDIO CLEAN UP  
Please keep the studio clean and safe for everyone! Students are 
responsible for cleaning their area and common areas.  

 Turn off all electrical equipment such as lights and air condition-
ers.  

 Please clean and return all items to their original storage area.  

 The instructor is responsible for making sure the room is in an 
orderly manner upon conclusion of the class.  

 Please be considerate of closing hours and allow time for clean-
up.  

 No spray fixatives or other aerosol chemicals are allowed 
in the building. 

 
 

MODEL  
 When a nude model is used in the studio, a screen must be used 

to block the eyesight from a person in the hallway.  

 Students under 18 must have written approval from their par-
ents if enrolled in a class with a nude model.  

PERSONAL SAFETY  & BELONGINGS 
 DO NOT bring valuable items to class.  

 DO NOT leave valuable items exposed in plain site in your vehicle.  

 Keep handbag and backpack and supplies near your workstation.  

 The City of Austin, Parks and Recreation Department, and Dougherty 

Arts Center staff is not responsible for lost or stolen items. Please report 
loss or theft to a staff member.  

 FOOD & DRINKS: are not allowed in the studio. Students and instruc-

tors may eat and drink in the lobby. Vending machines  
 
 

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL  
The studio/classroom environment contains potentially dangerous 
materials and equipment. DAC students, staff, instructors and con-
tractors should not consume alcohol before or during class.  

 Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
in all areas of the Dougherty Arts Center except the Julia C. 
Butridge Gallery under special circumstances. Alcohol will only 
be available in the Gallery if the renter or organization hosting 
the event provides alcohol for consumption to the general 
public; has provided liability insurance and an alcohol license; 
and the Parks Department Director has given approval.  

 No alcohol may be taken from the gallery into the studio/
classroom or other areas of the Dougherty Arts Center.  

 Students should not drink alcohol at the reception and return to 
the classroom. If alcohol is consumed the student will be asked 
to leave and no refunds will be given.  
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