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Current clinical science on the subject of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest supports the value of minimally
interrupted, high quality CPR along with periodic assessment of the need for defibrillation. Survival from sudden
cardiac arrest depends on a focus on CPR and defibrillation with pauses in compressions only as needed to
analyze the rhythm and deliver a shock if needed.

AED Analysis Delays
Recent experiences have introduced the possibility of an extended delay in an AED reaching a decision to shock

or not shock. We are reviewing the frequency and extent of these delays. In the interim, | am providing the
following additional direction to follow in the event of a lengthy AED analysis interval.
1. If an AED analysis has NOT reached a decision within 20 seconds of stopping CPR, immediately resume
CPR and ignore the AED’s prompts to stop motion.
Approximately 2 minutes later, the AED should prompt for CPR and all motion to stop.
Listen for the AED prompts and respond accordingly to each prompt. Repeat these steps as needed.
4. Verbalize all observations and actions using the AED’s voice recorder.

AED Failure
In rare cases, providers may encounter a situation in which the AED fails to function at all as evidenced by either

1) not powering on, or 2) not delivery a shock even though the AED reached a shock advised decision. If a
System credentialed provider encounters such a situation, take the following actions.

1. Disarm the AED shock, unplug the pads from the AED, or turn off the AED.

2. Immediately resume CPR.

3. Ifanother AED is available, immediately apply the second AED to the patient.

4. |If another AED is not available, continue uninterrupted CPR until a functioning defibrillator (AED or

Manual) arrives and is placed on the patient.
5. If possible, verbalize all observations and actions using the AED’s voice recorder.
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Philips FR3 Alarm Indication
When using the Philips FR3 AED, the device may produce a chirping sound indicating the need for AED attention.

1. Should the AED emit a periodic single (1) chirp sound before turning it on, use the AED if no other
defibrillator is available at the patient’s side.

2. Should the AED emit a periodic triple (3) chirp sound before turning it on, do not use the AED to treat a
patient. Continue CPR until another AED is available at the patient’s side.

3. Should either of these sounds be heard when not responding to a patient, remove the AED from service
and contact the appropriate person in your Agency and contact OMD Performance Improvement,
tellemsmd@austintexas.gov .

If any of the above occurs and after patient care is completed, notify the appropriate person in your agency to
obtain the AED data file from your AED. Ensure these AED data files are also sent to the OMD Performance
Improvement Coordinator at tellemsmd@austintexas.gov (512-978-0011). Should you have questions regarding

any of these topics, please contact the OMD.

Thanks for all you do. As always, please let us know if you have any questions.

Larry Arms, LP
Clinical Operations, Practices and Standards Coordinator
Office of the Medical Director, Austin - Travis County EMS System
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Mark Ackrell, MD
Austin-Travis County EMS
Interim System Medical Director
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