
Austin Fire Department 
Artist-in-Residence 

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES,  CULTURAL ARTS DIVIS ION  

CITY OF AUSTIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

FEBRUARY 4 ,  2016  

ARTIST INFORMATION MEETING 



AGENDA 
 
Welcome, Introductions and Overview of Meeting 
Carrie Brown, Art in Public Places 
 
Project Background and Scope of Work 
Carrie Brown, Art in Public Places 
Andre Jordan, Austin Fire Department 
Alejandro Wolniewitz, Austin Fire Department 
 
Artwork Goals, Selection Process, Online Application 
Carrie Brown, Art in Public Places 
 
Q&A 

NOTE: Presentation and 
Q&A results will be 
posted on our website: 
austincreates.com 



AIPP Ordinance 
1985 = 1% of eligible  
2002 = 2% of eligible  
 
Eligible Capital Improvement 
Projects = buildings, parks, 
streetscapes, bridges and more 
 
• Artwork must be sited at 

funding project/facility 
 

• Staff works with AIPP Panel, 
department staff, project 
teams and the community to 
develop artwork opportunities 

 
 
 



View our collection at publicartarchive.org/austinaipp or culturenow.org 



Citizen Advisory  
Austin Arts Commission is 
made up of citizens 
appointed by Council to 
serve.  

 

Art In Public Places Panel:  
  Seven visual arts and 
design professionals who 
help guide the Art in 
Public Places program. 

The approval process includes the AIPP Panel, Arts Commission, and sometimes City Council, as well as 
collaboration with City staff and project stakeholders 

  



Austin Fire Department 
Artist-in-Residence 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
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6702 Wentworth Drive, Austin TX, 78724 
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5401 McCarty Lane, Austin TX, 78749 
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Artwork Opportunity 
 In an effort to create a work of art that reflects the Austin Fire 
Department’s culture and commitment to community, the artist-in-
residence will document the people and operations of six fire stations.  

  

 At the end of the residency period, the artist will create a proposal for 
creating a series of 2-dimensional works to be sited on the interior or 
exterior walls of the fire stations and a separate contract will be 
negotiated for fabrication and installation of the proposal.  



Budget and Scope of Work 
Approximate budget breakdown: 
Residency Period: $12,000 
Fabrication and Installation Period: $24,000  
Total:  $36,000 
 
The artist-in-residence will spend approximately 10-15 hours per week 
observing/documenting the activities of the fire stations over a 2-3 
month period.  The budget must include all expenses related to the 
residency period and the fabrication and installation of the artwork. 



Proposal 
The proposal must include a summary of residency work/findings, narrative 
description, images of the proposed artwork in situ, scope of work for the 
installation of the artwork, budget, schedule, and care/maintenance 
instructions. 
  
The artwork must not impede the fire stations’ operations, or pose safety risk or 
harm, and must be approved by the Austin Fire Department and possibly other 
stakeholder groups before proceeding with the fabrication and installation.  At 
the conclusion of the residency period and upon approval of the proposal, a 
separate contract will be negotiated with the artist to create and install the 
artwork.  



Artist Eligibility 
 A Request for Qualifications will be solicited from professional visual 
artists, or artist teams, who live in the Austin metropolitan area.  This 
includes Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Burnet, and Blanco 
counties. 

  

 Artists who currently have one active contract with the Art in Public Places 
program or who have more than two commissioned permanent projects in 
the AIPP Collection are ineligible to apply.  Artist teams are considered as 
separate entities; their projects do not count as projects by the individual 
artists. 

  



Selection Process 

Staff will convene a three to five member Selection Panel to evaluate the 
submissions.  Up to three finalists will be selected for interviews.  The 
Selection Panel will review qualifications (images of work, resume, letter 
of interest, references), interview finalists, and select one artist and one 
alternate. 
 
This recommendation will be presented to the Art in Public Places Panel 
and Arts Commission for approval. 

 



Evaluation Criteria 

technical expertise;  
  
demonstrated ability to successfully execute public art projects, of a 
similar scope, on time and on budget;  
  
expressed interest in  creating artwork within this project’s site and 
context; 
 
Experience working collaboratively within a community context or 
residency setting. 



Public Art Intent & Goals 
The goal of this residency is to select an artist who will design artwork that: 
 
 represents a diverse perspective through culture, race or identity; 
   
 integrates with the building’s architecture and improves aesthetic surroundings; 
   

 is conceptually accessible to firefighters and station visitors; 

   
 is sensitive to how the community uses the station; 
   
 is made of durable, low maintenance materials, and; 
   
 contributes to the depth/breadth of the City of Austin’s public art collection. 



How to Apply  DEADLINE TO APPLY: March 3, 2016 at 5PM (CST) 

Applicants must submit all 
materials through 
publicartist.org 
 
Sign up for FREE!  
For technical assistance: 
info@publicartist.org  
210-701-0775 (9am - 5pm) 
 

1. Download  and review the full RFQ 
at austincreates.com 
 

2. Sign up and create a FREE artist 
profile at publicartist.org 
 

3. Complete and submit the 
application online at publicartist.org 
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For technical assistance, 
contact 
info@publicartist.org or  
210-701-0775 



SCROLL DOWN 

Download RFQ 

Click to Apply 

For technical assistance, 
contact 
info@publicartist.org or  
210-701-0775 



Application Requirements 
 
The application includes:  

◦ Letter of Interest: why you are interested, what makes you a good match for the 
project, and how you might approach it. Please keep in mind the project Goals & 
Priorities! 

◦ Up to 10 images of completed relevant artwork with the required descriptions 

◦ Resume (up to 3 pages) 
◦ 3 professional references (name and contact information) 

 

For Artist TEAMS: 
◦ Artist teams must have each team member’s work represented in the 10 images 
◦ In Letter of Interest, please include your team members’ names 



Questions? 
Carrie Brown 
Art in Public Places Project Manager 
512-974-9310 
carrie.brown@austintexas.gov  
  
 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
WWW.AUSTINCREATES.COM 

  

  

THANK YOU! 

mailto:carrie.brown@austintexas.gov
mailto:carrie.brown@austintexas.gov
http://www.austincreates.com/


Stay connected! 

• Art in Public Places Monthly Newsletter 
• Cultural Arts Division Monthly Newsletter 
• www.facebook.com/AustinAIPP 
• www.austincreates.com 


