
Welcome and Overview: 
Jean Graham, Art in Public Places (City of Austin) 

 
8th Street Project Background, Great Streets Program: 

Humberto Rey, Planning & Development Review (City of Austin) 
 

8th Street Construction Project and Schedule: 
Richard Duane, Public Works (City of Austin) 

 
Site and Stakeholders: 

Original Austin Neighborhood Association (OANA) 
Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association (DANA) 

 
Artwork Goals & Opportunities, RFQ, Application and Selection: 

Jean Graham, Art in Public Places (City of Austin) 
 

Q&A 
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Artwork for the Streetscape 
 
Our goal here is to select an artist or artist team to create artwork for the 8th 
St. Streetscape between Congress and West Avenues.  
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City Municipal Bldg. 

Historic  
Courthouse 

Faulk Central Library 

Traffic Circle 

Khabele School 
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Residential to urban core 

Hilly terrain 



AIPP % for Art 
 
The funds for this project are generated from the 2006 and 2010 bond 
elections which approved the street reconstruction of the 7 blocks of 8th 
Street. 
 
2% of the eligible construction funds = $77,000 for artwork. 
 
By ordinance, public art is included in major streetscape projects for the City 
– including the Great Streets projects. 
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Great Streets Program 
 
The 8th St. Streetscape 
project incorporates the 
guiding principles outlined in 
the Downtown Great Streets 
Masterplan – particularly 
from Congress to San Antonio 
St. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Humberto Rey, Urban Design



Great Streets Program 
 
The intent of Great Streets is to transform Austin’s public right-of-ways into 
great public spaces.  
 
The typical Great Streets layout includes: sidewalks 18 or 32 feet in width; 
street furnishings that include benches, bike racks and trash receptacles; and 
street trees that are spaced so that there is a contiguous canopy at maturity 
to provide shade.  
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Previous Great Streets projects that AIPP has been involved with are 2nd St., 
3rd St., Brazos,  and Colorado.  

 

Second St. District Public Art Master Plan 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
La Fuente en Calle Segundo byJerolyn Bahm-Colombik and Roger Colombik (San Antonio)Urban Canyon by Sun McColgin (Colorado)Drinking Grove by Lars Stanley (between Congress & Brazos) Aquifer by Susan Magilow & Philip Lamb (between Brazos & Trinity)
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Projects currently underway 
 

Third St. – Erin Curtis 

Second St. at Guadalupe 
 – Laura Guaranzuay 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The artwork focuses on the nature surrounding the Guadalupe River and celebrates Texas’ riparian and water resources by the conceptually linking to ‘flow’ - the river’s ever present movement downstream. The artwork is made of type 304 stainless steel pin-drive anchors driven into the existing concrete sidewalk.”
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Completed projects that are not Great Streets.  
 

Seventh St. Obelisco Project 
 – Susan Wallace, Cardinal 
Points: North, East, South, West  
 

South Congress Street Improvement 
 – James Talbot, Your Essential Magnificence 



8th Street Reconstruction Project 
 

• Full depth reconstruction of the roadway 
• Upgrades to water, wastewater, & storm drain system 
• A traffic circle with adjacent rain gardens at Rio Grande St. 
• New curbs, gutters, and driveways as necessary  
• Improvements to pedestrian mobility including wider sidewalks with a 

reduction of vehicular lanes between Congress Ave. and San Antonio St. 
• New trees, planters, street lights, benches, trash bins, bike racks 
• Traffic signal improvements 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Richard Duane, 8th St. Reconstruction Project Manager, Public Works
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Street Layout From Congress to San Antonio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Improvements to pedestrian mobility including wider sidewalks with a 

reduction of vehicular lanes 
• New trees, planters, street lights, benches, trash bins, bike racks 
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Street Layout From San Antonio to West Ave. 

Current Street View 

Post Construction Street View 
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Traffic Circle at Rio Grande and the Bicycle Boulevard. 
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Typical landscape plan (8th and Colorado) 
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Typical landscape plan 
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Typical landscape plan 

Typical intersection 
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8th Street Construction Schedule 
 
Construction being done in phases 
• West to San Antonio – Complete 

• Congress to Colorado & San Antonio to Guadalupe – February-July 2013 

• Colorado to Lavaca – July-December 2013 

• Lavaca to Guadalupe – December 2013-March 2014 
Construction Complete – March 15, 2014  
 
The selected artist will work on a schedule separate from the construction 
project and will be responsible for obtaining all permits. 
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Comments about the Site from Stakeholders 
 
• West blocks are part of the Original Austin Neighborhood Association 

(OANA) 
• Also included in the Downtown Austin Neighborhood Association (DANA) 
• Advisors include: 

– COA Bike Program 
– COA Library Department 
– COA Transportation Department 
– Representative from OANA and DANA 

 
 
 



Public Art Intent and Goals 
 
To select an artist who will design artwork that:  
 

• is visually engaging but in no way impedes the safety of drivers, 
bikers, pedestrians and residents of this 7-block streetscape 

 
• strengthens the identity of this corridor 

 
• is durable enough to hold up to the rigors of streetscape conditions 

 
• contributes to a local, regional and national contemporary art 

dialogue 
 

• enriches or adds to the depth/breadth of the City of Austin’s public 
art collection. 
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Artwork Opportunities 
 

This public art opportunity is open to a wide range of ideas to be proposed 
by the selected artist, or artist team as long as they meet the safety and 
durability parameters of the project.   
 
A variety of durable media will be considered. 
 
The selected artist will work with City staff to finalize the site of the artwork.  
There are identified preferred artwork locations, however alternate 
locations will be considered if they are feasible, important to the concept of 
the artist, and within the parameters of the project.   
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General Artwork Parameters 
 

Artwork must be designed so that it  
 
• does not reflect light in any way that could confuse drivers;  
• does not contain signage or components that would obscure or interrupt 

traffic patterns;  
• does not interfere with utilities in the vicinity; 
• complies with all accessibility requirements.   
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Preferred Artwork Location - Site #1 
THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE AT RIO GRANDE ST. 
 
• Residential area in the Original Austin Neighborhood Assoc. 
• Adjacent to Khabele School attended by 200+ 6th-12th graders. 
• Intersects with the new Rio Grande Bicycle Boulevard (4th to 24th St.) 
• Adjacent to rain gardens 
• Artwork located within the 28-foot diameter circle 
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Traffic Circle at Rio Grande and the Bicycle Boulevard. 
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Parameters for artwork at the Traffic Circle: 
 
• Must relate to the context, yet not be designed so that it attracts 

pedestrians to come close 
• Utilities are located at the center of the traffic circle and must remain 

accessible 
• Any lighting must not be disruptive to traffic or adjacent residents 
• Possible stub out for water 
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Preferred Artwork Location – Site #2 
THE WIDENED SIDEWALK AREAS BETWEEN CONGRESS AVE. & 
SAN ANTONIO ST. 
 
• Closer to the urban center 
• Artwork can engage people close-up 
• Austin History Center to expand into Faulk Central Library 
• Can be 3-D or integrated into the walking surface 
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Completed section on north side of first block (without street furniture). 
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Section along Faulk Central Library – before construction. 



Budget 
 
The total award for an artist contract is $77,000 
 
• design 
• fabrication 
• installation 
• permitting & review fees 
• transportation & shipping  
• insurance 
• other project related costs 

 
Typically AIPP covers cost of the conservator review and final photographs 
of the work after installation. 
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Artist Eligibility 
 
Professional visual artists, or artist 
teams, at least 18 years of age who live 
and work in the Austin Metropolitan 
area are eligible to apply.  This includes 
Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell, 
and Hays counties. 
 
Full-time, permanent City of Austin 
employees and project consultants and 
their employees and sub-consultants 
are ineligible to apply.   
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Evaluation Criteria 
 
In addition to the standard project selection criteria found on the Art in 
Public Places website (www.austintexas.gov/department/aipp-policies), 
the selection panel will consider the following evaluation criteria: 
 
• artistic merit and technical expertise;  

 
• demonstrated successful, innovative and effective approach to public art 

projects of a similar scope;  
 

• Ability to successfully execute a public art project in the right of way; and 
 
• expressed interest in  creating artwork for this streetscape. 
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Submission Requirements 
 
• Applicants must submit all materials through www.PublicArtist.org. 

 
• Sign up for FREE!  
• Select up to 10 images to apply for the call. Artist teams must have 

each team member’s work represented in the 10 images. 
• Letter of Interest (500 word limit): describe your specific interest, 

your preliminary conceptual direction and explain why your 
qualifications are a good fit for this project. 

• 3-page Resume and names of 3 references.  
• Please keep in mind the “Public Art Intent and Goals” 
• For technical assistance with your application, please contact 

info@publicartist.org or 210-701-0775 (9am - 5pm CST) 
 

DEADLINE: 5:00pm, Friday, July 12, 2013 
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Selection Process  
 
• The Selection Panel and Project Advisors will review and evaluate the 

applications and recommend up to three finalists for interviews. 
 

• Finalists will be invited to interview with the Selection Panel. 
 

• The selected artist must be approved by the AIPP Panel and the Austin 
Arts Commission, then authorized by City Council. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gary Webernick, Artist, Chair of the Austin Community College Art DepartmentLeah Davis, AIA, Andersson Wise ArchitectsMelissa Berry, Arts & Parks Director, Downtown Austin Alliance



After Selection 
 
• Artwork designs will be reviewed by the project team, and viewed by 

the neighborhood associations (OANA, DANA, DAA), the Downtown 
Commission and any other relevant Commissions. 
 

• Final designs will be approved by the AIPP Panel and the Austin Arts 
Commission. 
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Selection Schedule  
 

• May 29, 2013: RFQ released 

• June 19, 2013: Artist Information Meeting 

• July 12, 2013, 5:00pm (CST): DEADLINE 

• Week of July 22, 2013: Selection Panel convenes to review applications 
and recommend up to three finalists 

• Week of July 29, 2013: Finalists interviews 

• August 5 and 19, 2013: Approval of selected artist by the AIPP Panel and 
Austin Arts Commission 

• September 2013: Authorization of artist contract by City Council 
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QUESTIONS? 
 

Contact: Jean Graham, AIPP Coordinator at 
jean.graham@austintexas.gov  

 
 

A Q & A sheet will be posted on AIPP’s website at: 
www.austintexas.gov/department/aipp-opportunities 
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